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Encountering Each 
Other
Bears can respond in a number of 
ways to the presence of humans:

Intolerant bears avoid humans ��
and can be easily displaced from 
important habitat they need for 
survival and reproduction.

Tolerant bears accept varying ��
degrees of human presence and 
are less easily displaced. They 
may be attracted to the presence 
of food and/or garbage, and are 
more likely to become in conflict 
with humans.

When to call for help

If a bear repeatedly visits your 
camp, or exhibits curious or 
aggressive behaviour towards 
your crew members, contact the 
district Conservation Officer (CO) 
immediately. (See page 20 for 
contact numbers.)

Decisions regarding the 
appropriate action should 
be left up to the CO. Options 
include deterrence, removal of 
attractants, and/or relocation 
or destruction of the bear, 
depending on the circumstances.

Best Practices 
Camp Location

Consult with the district 
Conservation Officer about 
possible camp locations before 
establishing camp.

Establish camps at least 30 m ��
from the high water mark (avoid 
riparian areas).

Do not set up camps near ��
dumps or near camps/sites with 
previous bear problems because 
bears are known to return to 
sites on an annual basis.

Avoid habitats rich in bear foods ��
(horsetails, berry patches), and 
salmon spawning areas. See 
pages 16–17.

Avoid areas with recent bear sign ��
(scat, tracks, rub trees, diggings, 
game trails, feeding activity).

Avoid noisy areas near ��
rushing water. Bears can’t 
hear you coming.

Restrict all activities, including ��
camp location, to at least 1 km 
from a suspected or confirmed 
bear den site. Bears tend to 
cluster denning activity in certain 
areas year after year and reuse 
denning sites approximately 25% 
of the time.
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Do not bury food waste. This is ��
ineffective as bears have a keen 
sense of smell and are known to 
dig pits up to 2 m deep to gain 
access to garbage. 

Do not burn food waste in open ��
pits or drums as it produces 
hazardous emissions that may 
be harmful to people and the 
environment, and does not 
eliminate bear attractants.

Use a burning vessel or ��
incinerator to generate the high 
temperatures needed to reduce 
smoke emissions, contaminants 
and bear attractants.

Incinerate all combustible and ��
odorous kitchen waste after 
every meal. Do not temporarily 
store garbage outside.

Remove incinerated residue ��
from site using supply backhauls 
if possible. 

Fuel Storage

Store motor oil, diesel, gas and ��
anti-freeze in airtight containers 
in a location that is inaccessible 
to bears such as a well-made 
shed, or steel locking container. 
Bears are often attracted to these 
types of synthetic materials. 
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Deterrence at Camp
Several options are available to 
deter a bear from entering or 
investigating a camp:

Noise deterrents include air 
horns, bear bangers, cracker 
shells, or firearm warning shots. 
Bear bangers should be aimed to 
discharge between you and the 
bear for the greatest chance that 
the bear runs away. There is a fire 
risk when using bear bangers. 

Non-lethal firearm projectiles 
such as bean bags and rubber 
bullets may also be used with a 
12-gauge shotgun. Crews should 
be trained and practiced in the 
proper use of noise and non-
lethal deterrents and they should 
be accessible at all times. 

Well-trained bear dogs 
are useful for detecting and 
deterring bears.

A helicopter may be used in 
limited circumstances to protect 
life and property. Improper use 
of helicopters to haze wildlife 
may be perceived as harassment 
under the Wildlife Act. Contact a 
Conservation Officer before using 
a helicopter to haze a bear away 
from camp. 

If the bear is an immediate threat 
to life and all practical means 
of averting the threat have 
failed, killing the animal may be 
necessary. Shooting a bear is the 
last resort and should only be 
for the immediate protection 
of life and property. Ensure 
that at least one crew member 
has current firearms safety 
training including proficient use 
of firearms. 

If a bear is killed in defense of 
life or property, you are legally 
required to report the incident to 
a Conservation Officer as soon as 
possible. The entire carcass must 
be left intact. (Do not remove 
any parts of the bear – claws, gall 
bladder etc.). The CO will provide 
further instructions.
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Electric Fencing
www.bearsmart.com/bearSmartCommunities/ProtectingLivestock&Crops/
ElectricFencing.html

www.margosupplies.com/canadian1/fencing.htm

www.electrobearguard.com/Product.html

www.waterstrider.com/bear-repellent-portable-electric-fence.htm

Incinerators and Burning Vessels
www.wildlife.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=bears.incinerators

www.westlandincinerator.com/html/Home-page.html

www.wellcoenergy.com/products/drilling2.asp

www.ketek.ca
www.inproheat.com/solid_waste.htm 

Firearms
www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca/factsheets/safety_training_e.asp

www.environmentyukon.gov.yk.ca/huntingtrapping/huntingregulations.php

Polar Bears
www.hww.ca/hww2p.asp?id=99&cid=0 

www.nunavutparks.com/visitor-information/polar-bear-saftey.html

www.macecanada.com/downloads/polar_bear.pdf 

Brochures

Environment Yukon

How you can stay safe in bear country••
Bear Viewing Along Yukon Highways••
How to Keep Bears Out of Your Yard••
Be Bear Aware••
Into the Yukon Wilderness••

Parks Canada

You are in Bear Country ••
Keep the Wild in Wildlife ••

Videos
Staying Safe in Bear Country••
Working in Bear Country••
Polar Bears: A Guide to Safety••

To order call: 1-888-440-4640 or 
on-line at www.distributionaccess.
com/new/index.cfm. 
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