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CAUSE OF S.S. TUTSHI FIRE REMAINS UNDETERMINED

WHITEHORSE - The Yukon Fire Marshal s Office and the RCMP
today issued a joint statement to report that they have been unable
to determine the cause of the fire that destroyed the S.S. Tutshi
and visitor reception centre in Carcross on July 25.

The RCMP investigation is continuing and both agencies said
they will continue to follow up on any new leads that come to their
attention.

Sgt. Gary Williams of the RCMP "M" Division in Whitehorse said
there is no evidence to indicate whether the fire was an accident
or was deliberately set.

"Unfortunately, the materials used for the construction of the
Tutshi were highly inflammable and negated efforts to save the
structure. During the blaze the vessel shifted to the port side and
this obliterated any evidence that may have been present at the
outside left rear where the fire originated,"” Williams said.

Fire Prevention Officer Folkie Johnson said the preliminary
investigation conducted by the Fire Marshal’'s Office eliminated
some possible sources of combustion. The RCMP were asked to become
involved in the investigation when it could not be determined if
the fire was started by accident or on purpose.

The fire marshal’s investigation included documentation of
conditions at the site, interviews with witnesses and collecting
physical evidence which might help establish the origin and cause
of the fire.
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"Because the fire was so severe, we were unable to uncover any
physical evidence indicating the cause. The interviews with people
at the scene produced conflicting information, so no firm
conclusions as to the cause of the fire could be made from their
statements," Johnson said.

The RCMP also investigated a report that a "Molotov Cocktail"”
had been found on the Tutshi several weeks before the fire. The
RCMP investigation concluded that the one litre plastic oil
container of mixed gasoline was used simply to store the liquid and

did not have the characteristics of an incendiary device.
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Gary Williams 667-5522 Folkie Johnson 667-5230

Sergeant, RCMP Fire Prevention Officer
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