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Recommended response: 

• The Executive Council Office leads initiatives that contribute to the
following six goals:

• prioritizing efforts to advance reconciliation;
• improving health care;
• fostering collaboration with other jurisdictions for the benefit of

Yukoners;
• advancing Arctic security;
• supporting Yukoners and Yukon youth; and
• supporting recovery from COVID-19.

Prioritizing efforts to see reconciliation upheld 
• In September 2023, the government released the second edition of

Pathways magazine.
• Pathways shares stories of collaboration, partnership and

reconciliation.
• It also reflects on the collaborative work done to implement the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action.
• The Premier travelled to communities to meet with many Yukon First

Nations governments’ Chief and Councils to discuss community
priorities and reaffirm government-to-government relationships.

• 2023 was the 50th Anniversary of Together Today for Our Children
Tomorrow.

• The Government of Yukon supported the Council of Yukon First
Nations to host celebrations to commemorate the occasion.
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• The 50th anniversary was acknowledged as parties convened
an Intergovernmental Forum in Ottawa to develop a strong
foundation of collaboration and open communication.

• While in Ottawa, the Government of Yukon and Yukon First Nations
leadership also held a Yukon Forum meeting.

• Since January 2017, there have been 28 Yukon Forum
meetings to discuss and support the advancement of work on
shared priorities.

• We are supporting the implementation of accords with the Teslin
Tlingit Council, White River First Nation and Vuntut Gwitchin First
Nation.

• Discussions are underway on the establishment of new
accords with other interested Yukon First Nations.

• The Government of Yukon completed several significant agreements
with First Nations and is in negotiations with others on issues related
to government-to-government relationships, capacity development
and First Nations interests in land planning, resource development
and fish and wildlife management.

o On July 27, 2024, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and the
Government of Yukon signed a government-to-government
accord on shared priorities.

o On March 8, 2023, Liard First Nation and the Government of
Yukon signed an agreement on the development of 43 new
residential lots on Frances Avenue in Watson Lake. Under this
agreement, the Government of Yukon will make 25 lots
available to the public, while Liard First Nation will hold title to
18 lots.
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o On July 21, 2022, Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, the
Government of Yukon and Yukon Energy Corporation reached
historic agreements on a collaborative approach for operating
the Aishihik Generating Station.

o On May 3, 2022, Teslin Tlingit Council and the Yukon
government signed a project charter and finalized the Nisutlin
Bay Bridge Project Agreement.

o We supported the negotiation of the agreement that
established the Yukon First Nation School Board. Eight schools
voted to join the First Nation School Board in 2022, and
another three schools joined in 2023.

o Negotiations are underway with Carcross/Tagish First Nation,
Kwanlin Dün First Nation and Ta'an Kwäch'än Council, related
to the relicensing of the Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station,
and with the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun for the relicensing
of the Mayo Generating Station.

o Since early 2021, this government through the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act Oversight
Group has been actively developing a targeted amendment to
YESAA that would allow, with Yukon First Nations’ consent, an
exemption from assessment for projects that involve a renewal
or amendment to an existing authorization.

Continuing to identify ways to support a broad range of reconciliation 
initiatives and projects 

• In April 2024, we provided funding in support of a Chiefs and Mayors
Forum where representatives from First Nations and municipalities
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can engage in meaningful conversation and identify opportunities for 
collaboration. This advances reconciliation and allows for cooperative 
initiatives that create a better future for Yukon communities. 

• In 2022–23, we provided funding support for the Council of Yukon
First Nations celebration of the 50th anniversary of Together Today
for Our Children Tomorrow.

• In 2022, we provided funding to reimburse Yukon First Nations and
transboundary Indigenous governments and groups to attend the
papal visit to Canada.

• Since 2021, we have provided funding and administrative support to
the Yukon Residential Schools and Missing Children Project.

• The Government of Yukon provides funding and administrative
support to the Mapping the Way joint public education campaign on
Final and Self-Government Agreements.

• We continue to implement the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s Calls to Action and work collaboratively with Yukon
First Nations on these and other reconciliation initiatives.

• A trilateral process to amend the education provisions in five Yukon
First Nation Self-Government Agreements was completed.

• These amendments ensure that the Self-Government
Agreements are consistent and support First Nations’
involvement in the education system.

• In 2021 and 2022, amendments to the provisions in all 11 Yukon
First Nation Self-Government Agreements relating to the Goods and
Services Tax rebate and the taxation of interest earned in Registered
Pension Plans were approved.
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• The GST amendments ensure that First Nations governments
are eligible for the same GST rebates as municipal
governments.

• The Registered Pension Plan amendments ensure that Citizens
of Yukon First Nations with Self-Government Agreements who
earn investment interest are subject to the same tax treatment
as Citizens of Yukon First Nations without Self-Government
Agreements.

• Since 2020, we have been working on a Consultation and
Engagement Improvement Initiative.

• This includes developing a web-based consultation and
engagement management system and training and support
materials to help Yukon government staff carry out meaningful
consultation and engagement processes with Yukon First
Nations and transboundary Indigenous governments.

• Many of the tools are already in use and we anticipate
launching the web-based system in fall 2024.

• Since 2017, the Office of the Science Advisor has been working
toward policy and internal guidance on how to respectfully reflect
Indigenous ways of knowing, doing and being in Government of
Yukon actions and decisions.

• Foundational documents shared at the December 2019 Yukon
Forum reflected two years of pre-engagement with Yukon First
Nations and Transboundary Indigenous Groups and with
Yukon government employees and are guiding ongoing work
with the Intergovernmental Working Group that was launched
in 2022. This includes work towards a confirmed set of guiding
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principles that will offer a framework for subsequent policy and 
implementation initiatives.  

• The team is concurrently working with Yukon First Nations and
Transboundary Indigenous representatives, as well as with
Government of Yukon colleagues, in developing a policy
directive, resources and technical solution that will enhance our
practice in receiving, managing, protecting, tracking and
applying Indigenous knowledge that is shared with the Yukon
government. While we are committed to ongoing improvement
and learning, and to reflecting this continued learning in the
policy and system, we anticipate that the policy directive will be
launched in 2024–25 and that a request for proposals for the
technical solution will also be issued in this fiscal year.

Improving health care 

• On November 6, 2023, Premier met with Canada’s Premiers in Nova
Scotia for a Council of the Federation meeting.

• At the meeting, Premier Pillai raised the Government of
Yukon’s perspectives and interests on common priorities
including housing, infrastructure and health care.

• On July 26, 2023, the Premier signed a letter of intent with Nova
Scotia to work together to enhance training, recruitment, retention
and labour mobility for health human resources.

• On July 6, 2023, following two years of advocacy by Premiers
through the Council of the Federation, the Government of Canada
and the Government of Yukon concluded an agreement in principle
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for a shared plan that will invest $380 million in federal funding over 
10 years in the Yukon. 

Fostering collaboration with other jurisdictions 

• In September, the Premier met with federal Ministers in Ottawa to
discuss Yukon priorities including the Eagle Mine response and
infrastructure that supports our communities and economy.

• The Premier participated in the Council of the Federation summer
meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in July 2024, where he discussed
Yukon priorities including affordable housing and the cost of living;
Arctic sovereignty and security; building infrastructure that supports
vibrant communities and promotes economic growth; and recruiting
and retaining health professionals.

• The Premier met with federal Ministers in Ottawa in June 2024 to
discuss Yukon priorities including long-term economic growth, Arctic
security, immigration and tourism.

• In June 2024, a delegation including the Deputy Premier and Yukon
First Nations leaders travelled to London, England, on a mission of cultural
diplomacy, reconciliation, and industry engagement.

• The Premier chaired the Western Premiers’ Conference in Whitehorse in
June 2024. Premiers discussed shared priorities and collaborative action on
regional economic growth and improving the quality of life for western
Canadians.

• The Premier took part in the June 6, 2024, commemoration of the
80th anniversary of D-Day in France, honouring the bravery and
sacrifice of those who fought for freedom.

• On May 31, 2024, the Premier met with the U.S. Ambassador, U.S.
Consul General, French Ambassador, French Consul General and
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German Ambassador – marking the first visit for the current U.S. and 
French ambassadors and the second visit for the German 
ambassador to the Yukon.  

• The Premier met the NWT and Nunavut Premiers in Mittimatalik –
Pond Inlet – in Nunavut for their annual Northern Premiers’ Forum
meeting in May 2024. They continued their discussions on Arctic
security and sovereignty, disaster preparedness and response,
infrastructure, housing needs, and the health and wellbeing of
northerners.

• Before the forum, northern Premiers met with the federal
Minister of National Defence, the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
and the Minister of Northern Affairs in Iqaluit.

• On April 24, 2024, the Premier met the U.S. Consul in Whitehorse to
discuss Canada-U.S. border matters, critical minerals opportunities,
mining sector infrastructure, Arctic security and cross-border training
initiatives on community safety and MMIWG2S+ issues.

• On April 22, 2024, the Premier met the UK Consul General in
Whitehorse, highlighting Government of Yukon priorities including
mining sector infrastructure, clean and secure energy, and
partnerships with Yukon First Nations governments.

• The Premier participated in the Arctic Encounter Symposium in
Anchorage on April 12, 2024, as part of the Government of Yukon’s
commitment to working closely with Alaska on matters of joint
concern and interest.

• The Premier met with the Japanese Consul General on March 27,
2024, discussing topics including the Yukon’s strategic significance
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in the Asia-Pacific and Arctic regions, economic collaboration, critical 
minerals, tourism, immigration and cultural exchange.  

• From February 8 to 9, 2024, the Governor of Alaska and members of
his Cabinet visited Whitehorse to discuss renewed cooperation on
regional issues, including highways, fish and wildlife, community
safety, wildfire management, regional security and economic
development.

• In April 2024, the Government of Yukon was pleased to see the
impact of the territory’s closer relationship with the
Government of Alaska. – U.S. investment will now see much-
needed upgrades on the north Alaska Highway beginning in
2025 and continuing until the end of the project in 2027.

• On January 5, 2024, the Premier and Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources met with Minister Wilkinson, of Energy and Natural
Resources, and members of the mining industry to discuss
infrastructure that can support critical minerals development.

• On November 30, 2023, the Premier and a Yukon government
delegation completed a mission to Europe to promote opportunities
in the territory, namely in terms of accessing the critical minerals
needed to shift to sustainable energy.

• On October 30, 2023, the Premier met with the B.C. Premier to
discuss priorities including renewable energy and the potential of
connecting the Yukon to B.C.’s electrical grid.

• On September 25, 2023, the Premier met virtually with the Alaska
Governor to discuss Arctic security, key infrastructure such as
Shakwak and the Port of Skagway and much else.
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• On September 22, 2023, the Premier met with federal Ministers in
Ottawa on a range of topics, including affordable housing,
infrastructure development, immigration and reconciliation.

• On September 20, 2023, the Premier and a business delegation
concluded the Asia mission.

• The mission focused on developing partnerships, promoting
innovation and collaboration in critical minerals and technology,
and increasing business investment in the Yukon and tourism
to the territory.

• On July 12, 2023, the Premier met with his counterparts from across
the country at the Council of the Federation summer meeting and
discussed topics including health human resources, infrastructure,
economic growth, Arctic security.

• On June 27, 2023, at the Western Premiers’ Conference, the Premier
discussed strategic infrastructure and trade corridors, energy
security, climate action, Arctic security, mental health and more with
his counterparts.

• On June 8, 2023, the Premier met with 25 Ambassadors and High
Commissioners to Canada as part of Global Affairs Canada’s
northern diplomatic tour.

• They discussed the economy, clean energy, health and more.
• On May 17, 2023, the three territorial Premiers met for the Northern

Premiers’ Forum and discussed shared priorities including Arctic
security, infrastructure, critical minerals and housing.

• On May 8, 2023, the Premier met with the Consuls General of the
Philippines, Indonesia and Japan to discuss issues of shared
importance.
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• On May 2, 2023, the Premier met with Ontario Premier of Ontario
Doug Ford and signed a memorandum of understanding on
collaboration in the housing development and investment sectors.

• On December 6, 2022, the Government of Yukon, Yukon First
Nations Chiefs and federal Ministers met in Ottawa. They discussed
support for Indigenous languages, the Substance Use Health
Emergency, land use planning and more.

• On July 12, 2022, the then Premier attended the Council of the
Federation and discussed health care, affordability, labour supply,
climate change and more.

• On March 1, 2022, the Government of Yukon donated $50,000 to
support humanitarian efforts in Ukraine following the illegal Russian
invasion.

• On October 19, 2021, the Government of Yukon donated $25,000 to
help with relief efforts in response to the humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan.

Advancing Arctic security 

• On January 4, 2024, the Government of Yukon announced the
establishment of the Yukon Arctic Security Advisory Council to
ensure the Yukon’s distinct context and needs are considered in
federal decision making about Arctic security.

• The council provides independent, expert advice to the
territorial government on future risks and opportunities.

• On October 23, 2023, the Premier met with the U.S. Consul General
about opportunities for the U.S. and the Yukon to work together on
key priorities such as Arctic security.
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• On December 5, 2022, the then Premier appeared before the
Standing Senate Committee on National Security, Defence and
Veterans Affairs to share the Yukon government’s perspectives on
Arctic security and defence issues, including opportunities to
strengthen dual-use infrastructure in the Yukon.

• On August 29, 2022, the then Premier advanced key northern
discussions at the Arctic Circle Forum including Arctic sovereignty,
housing and health care.

Supporting recovery from COVID-19 

• On June 16, 2023, the COVID-19 Recovery Research Program
concluded with a public Research Results Summit held in
Whitehorse.

• The program supported 10 project teams in successfully
completing research that addresses Yukon-specific research
questions.

• In addition to the researchers’ direct efforts to share the results
with partners and stakeholders, internal briefing materials for
Government of Yukon leadership were prepared and shared by
the Science Advisor’s office as results were released,
supporting departments in the application of relevant evidence
to current and future program and policy decisions.

Supporting Yukon youth 

• The Government of Yukon provides over $1.2 million of annual
operational funding to five key youth serving organizations:

• Association franco-yukonnaise $31,000
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• BYTE-Empowering Youth Society $304,000
• BGC Yukon $297,000
• Heart of Riverdale Community Centre $298,000
• Youth of Today Society $291,000

• Commencing in 2022–23, BYTE – Empowering Youth Society, BGC
Yukon, Heart of Riverdale Community Centre and the Youth of Today
Society received an annual operational funding increase of $20,000.
Association franco-yukonnaise received a $6,000 annual increase.

• The Government of Yukon allocated $424,000 of Confidence and
Supply Agreement funding for each of the fiscal years 2023–24,
2024–25 and 2025–26 to the following five key youth organizations
to support youth mental health and wellness.

• Association franco-yukonnaise –are receiving $1,860 annually
• BGC Yukon are receiving $182,140 annually, with additional

funding being to support a seven-day per week drop-in service.
• BYTE, Heart of Riverdale Community Centre and the Youth of

Today Society are receiving $80,000 each annually.
• In 2022–23, the Government of Yukon implemented a youth mental

wellness grant with $400,000 of available funding.

• $272,000 of funding was shared between the BGC Yukon,
BYTE, Heart of Riverdale Community Centre and the Youth of
Today Society.

• $128,000 of funding was distributed to nine organizations for
smaller projects valued between $10,000 and $20,000.

• The Government of Yukon provides up to $320,000 of annual project
funding to support the Youth Developmental Asset Program for
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youth activities, training and employment for Kwanlin Dün First 
Nation and 16 Yukon communities. 

• On August 20, 2024, we announced that four Yukon youths have
received the annual Outstanding Youth Achievement Award for their
contributions throughout the territory.

• On January 3, 2024, the Government of Yukon announced funding of
over $77,000 for 18 community groups through the Youth
Investment Fund to support the important role that young people
play in shaping the future of the territory.

• On August 25, 2023, four youth were awarded the Outstanding
Youth Achievement Award for their devotion and contribution to
their communities.

• On May 24, 2023, we announced the award of 12 community groups
from across the Yukon with over $59,000 through the Youth
Investment Fund for a range of artistic and recreational activities,
such as therapeutic horseback riding, piano lessons, a rugby club and
a theatrical presentation.

• On December 20, 2022, 13 community groups were awarded
$53,000 through the Youth Investment Fund. Recipients include
Kidsfest 2023, a rock-climbing program and a youth café.

• On October 24, 2022, 13 Yukon organizations received $400,000 in
funding from the Youth Mental Wellness Grant for programs that
promote youth mental wellness.

• On August 11, 2022, four youth were awarded the Outstanding
Youth Achievement Award for their devotion and contribution to
their communities.
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• On May 31, 2022, 18 community groups were awarded over
$77,000 through the Youth Investment Fund for a variety of arts and
recreation programming aimed to provide youth with valuable
experiences and learning opportunities.

• On December 13, 2021, the Youth Investment Fund contributed
$45,000 to 11 community groups to support a variety of arts,
recreation and educational programming including an art camp,
music camp and snowboard program.

• On September 21, 2021, four youth received the Outstanding Youth
Achievement Award for their remarkable service and contribution to
their communities.

Supporting Yukoners 

Downtown Whitehorse Safety Response Action Plan: 

• The Government of Yukon released the Downtown Whitehorse
Safety Response Action Plan in December 2023.

• This living document was developed in collaboration with
community partners and summarizes the actions taken to date
and future actions to help shape a safe, supportive and thriving
downtown Whitehorse.

• On September 25, 2024, the government announced new initiatives
to the Downtown Whitehorse Safety Response Action Plan, as well
as the recommendations from the April 2024 Coroner’s Inquest into
the deaths of four Yukon First Nations women occurring at or around
405 Alexander Street.

• Subject to legislative approval, the new initiatives include:

TOC



Session briefing note      TAB 01 
Fall 2024 

ECO accomplishments  Executive Council Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: August 3, 2023 
Last Updated:    October 2, 2024  

Page 16 of 19 

• increases in the 2024–25 Supplementary Estimates No. 1 to
funding for the RCMP and SCAN Unit which will result in the
hiring of two new RCMP officers for the Whitehorse
Detachment and one new SCAN investigator;

• the launch of a new Crime Prevention Grant Program which
will provide financial support to businesses and organizations
that are taking steps to improve their security;

• working with the Aboriginal Community Safety Planning
Initiative of the Government of Canada and the Canadian
Centre for Safer Communities to establish a partnership with
the City of Whitehorse, which will continue engagement with
downtown businesses and residents and provide a clear path
to bringing multiple perspectives together to identify clear and
actionable priorities improve safety and wellbeing in
Whitehorse;

• hiring House of Wolf & Associates and working with President
and Community Safety Specialist Gina Nagano, who will play a
critical role in coordinating downtown Whitehorse safety and
wellbeing efforts;

• re-opening the warming centre and community space in the
Jim Smith Building this winter, noting that in approximately six
weeks, last year’s pilot project saw more than 1,200 visits from
Yukoners who were able to use the space to connect with
support workers, use computers and print, make phone calls,
access the internet, get warm, have snacks and beverages, and
access harm reduction supplies, period products, bus tickets
and washroom facilities;
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• renovating the Yukon Housing Corporation building at 408
Alexander Street so that the Safe at Home Society can operate
a supportive housing program that will offer secure, supervised
housing to Yukoners who require wrap-around supports;

• investing $1.8 million through the National Action Plan to End
Gender-based Violence to provide funding to community-run
violence prevention and victim support services;

• supporting the continued implementation of Yukon’s
MMIWG2S+ Strategy by working with the Yukon Advisory
Committee to plan the third Accountability Forum in October
2024;

• continuing to partner with Safe at Home Society to develop
The Hearth, a permanent supportive housing project at the
former High Country Inn – to date, Yukon Housing Corporation
has committed $12.9 million in funding to this project and the
Department of Health and Social Services will be contributing
$777,000 for the Safe at Home Society to administer
supportive housing at 408 Alexander in funding through the
2024–25 Supplementary Budget;

• addressing community concerns along Alexander Street by
removing fencing, tree branches and benches and increasing
private security presence and the frequency of outdoor
maintenance at Yukon government-owned facilities to reduce
loitering, anti-social behaviour and the setup of temporary
structures;

• supporting people experiencing gender-based violence by
offering a rent subsidy through the Canada-Yukon Housing
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Benefit so they can obtain and maintain safe housing – this 
program will provide individuals who need to access safe 
housing with up to $2,000 per month for 12 months, followed 
by a gradually reduced benefit for an additional six months, so 
they can leave unsafe situations at home – and more than $2 
million annually will be available to help survivors of gender-
based violence obtain and maintain safe housing; and 

• encouraging the City of Whitehorse to sign a letter of intent to
clarify the municipality’s roles and responsibilities with respect
to community safety in Whitehorse and continuing to work
with all partners to do their part to make downtown
Whitehorse safer for everyone.

Canadian Index of Wellbeing: 

• On March 28, 2022, the Government of Yukon released the final
report by the Canadian Index of Wellbeing that highlighted the
quality of life in the Yukon following a major survey completed in
summer 2020.

• The survey received close to 5,000 responses and provided
Yukoners with an opportunity to share feedback about
community vitality, democratic engagement, education and
more.

Other accomplishments to note 

• In January 2024, the Government of Yukon commemorated the
territory’s 125th anniversary with the release of medals featuring
original artwork by Violet Gatensby.
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• The medals are being awarded to outstanding Yukoners who
demonstrate values of leadership and reconciliation.

• On June 13, 2023, members held a special sitting of the Yukon
Legislative Assembly in its historic home in Dawson to celebrate the
125th anniversary of the Yukon becoming a territory of Canada.

• On October 26, 2023, amendments to the Elections Act received
assent, enabling the establishment of an Electoral District Boundaries
Commission to propose changes to electoral areas for the upcoming
election.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 10 01 
Deputy Minister Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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 Recommended response: 
• Ross River Dena Council has advised the Government of Yukon of

complaints of inappropriate and harmful conduct toward women in the
community by a Yukon government employee.

• The Government of Yukon takes allegations of this nature very seriously
and immediately referred them to the RCMP.

• We engaged an independent contractor to conduct a human resources
investigation into the allegations. As this is a confidential human
resources matter, we will not be making further comments about this
investigation.

• Support from Victim Services and Mental Health and Wellness is available
for community members.

Additional response: 
• We recognize that gender-based violence is under-reported and

disproportionately impacts Indigenous women.
• In addition to the human resources investigation, the Yukon government

is working with Ross River Dena Council to arrange for an independent
review our internal processes for responding to complaints about the
behaviour of government staff and officials to ensure they are clear,
effective and efficient.

• In Yukon’s Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-
Spirit+ People Strategy, we recognize that systemic injustices and an
institutional lack of will to change is one of the four pathways to violence.

• As identified in that Strategy, our actions need to seek systemic change
to the structures that enact and enable violence. The Yukon government
is committed to doing so through this review.
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Context — this may be an issue because: 
• In June 2024, Ross River Dena Council (RRDC) made statements in local media regarding

the allegations and there was some related media coverage in September 2024. There
may be interest in knowing what the Yukon government is doing in response.

Background: 
• In April 2024, the Department of Highways and Public Works (HPW) received a

letter dated January 2024 from several members of the Ross River Dena Council
regarding the conduct of an employee.

• To address the concerns in the letter, a decision was made to engage a third-party
investigator to conduct a human resources investigation into the allegations.

• On June 12, 2024, members of the HPW leadership team travelled to Ross River for
public service week celebrations. Several RRDC citizens asked the HPW employees
to leave the community.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferby 2024 10 01 
Deputy Minister Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response: 

• BMC Minerals’ quartz mining licence and lease applications for the
Kudz Ze Kayah Mine Project are undergoing regulatory review.

• We are committed to continued consultation with the Kaska First
Nations as we consider these applications to construct and bring the
mine into production.

• The governments of Yukon and Canada jointly issued the March 8,
2024 Decision Document following full consideration of the potential
impacts of the project on asserted Kaska rights, which approved the
project to proceed to licensing and included a number of mitigations
intended to limit impacts to those rights.

• The Government of Yukon remains committed to deep and meaningful
consultation with the Kaska throughout the appeal process and once a
decision is rendered by the Court of Appeal.

• Outside of these applications, we continue to consult with the Kaska
First Nations throughout the project's lifetime, in line with our
commitment to reconciliation and to building strong relationships with
First Nations governments.

Additional response: 

• We are committed to meaningful consultation and reconciliation with
the Ross River Dena Council, Liard First Nation, Dease River First
Nation, and Kwadacha Nation.
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• The Government of Yukon expects proponents to build relationships
with and provide funding to First Nation governments and
communities impacted by development projects.

• We look forward to the clarity that the Court of Appeal decision is
expected to provide.

Context — this may be an issue because: 

• During the project assessment and subsequent consultation, Ross River Dena
Council and Liard First Nation identified impacts from the project to their asserted
Aboriginal rights. The First Nations oppose the project being licensed.

• Ross River Dena Council filed an appeal to the January 2, 2024, Supreme Court of
Yukon decision.  The appeal was heard in September 2024. The judges reserved
their judgment.

Background:
• On June 15, 2022, the Governments of Canada and Yukon issued a joint decision

document to vary the Executive Committee’s recommendations to allow the
Project to proceed, subject to terms and conditions specified in the Final
Screening Report.

• On July 20, 2022, the Ross River Dena Council, on its own behalf and on behalf of
the Kaska First Nations, filed a petition for judicial review of the decision.

• In August of 2022, BMC Minerals submitted applications to the Yukon
government for a quartz mining license and land leases. A Type-A water licence
application was submitted to the Yukon Water Board.

• The Supreme Court of Yukon hearing for the petition was held in April of 2023.

• On January 2, 2024, the Supreme Court of Yukon issued its Reasons for Decision
on the judicial review of the decision document for the Kudz Ze Kayah mine
project.
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• The Supreme Court of Yukon concluded that the governments of Yukon and
Canada failed to consult Ross River Dena Council and Liard First Nation’s
concerns raised in the June 14, 2022 submission.

• The Yukon government’s regulatory review of BMC’s regulatory applications was
paused as a result of the Court’s Decision, which set aside the June 15, 2022
decision document until consultation obligations are fulfilled and a new decision
document issued.

• As directed in the January 2, 2024 Supreme Court of Yukon’s decision, the
Government of Yukon and Government of Canada consulted on the Project with
Ross River Dena Council and Liard First Nation on February 7 and 8, 2024 in Ross
River.

• In February of 2024, Ross River Dena Council filed an appeal to the January 2,
2024 decision from the Supreme Court of Yukon.

• In their appeal of the Supreme Court’s decision, the Kaska First Nations requested:

o That both the January 2, 2024, Supreme Court decision and the June 15,
2022, decision document be set aside;

o That decision bodies complete meaningful and deep consultation with the
Kaska First Nations on the Project; and

o That the court refers the project back to Decision Bodies for reconsideration
or to a Panel review by YESAB (Yukon Environmental & Socio-economic
Assessment Board).

• On March 8, 2024, decision bodies issued a Decision Document recommending
the project proceed to the regulatory phase.

• The appeal was heard in September of 2024. The judges reserved their judgment.

• (See ECO TAB 37 Ross River Dena Council – Issues and Initiatives).
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Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey      October 15, 2024 

_____________________________________ 

Deputy Minister of the Executive Council Office  Date approved 

Lauren Haney October 14, 2024 

Deputy Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources Date approved 

Dennis Berry October 9, 2024 

A/Deputy Minister of Environment Date approved 
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Recommended response: 

• The Yukon and Alaska share many common interests and challenges.
• We are working together to advance shared priorities that will

improve the prosperity, stability and wellbeing of both jurisdictions.
• Our interests in Arctic security, a healthy environment, critical

minerals, robust transportation infrastructure and access to tidewater
serve both our jurisdictions as investment and geopolitical focus
remain on the North.

• The US and Alaska recognize the Yukon’s significance as part of their
connectivity, regional security and economic partnerships.

• We were pleased to host Governor Dunleavy and members of the
Alaska Cabinet in February.

• We continue to engage regularly with the US Consul General in
Vancouver, Jim DeHart, and hosted a visit from Ambassador Cohen in
spring 2024.

Additional response (Alaska): 

• Over the course of the Governor’s visit, we had productive
conversations on highways and connectivity, fish and wildlife,
community safety, wildfire response, regional security, MMIWG2S+
issues, and supporting the private sector’s exposure to Alaskan
officials.

• The Governor and I signed a new Intergovernmental Relations Accord
which sets out a framework for how we will work together on matters
of shared interest.
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• I travelled to Anchorage in April to strengthen the relationship and
develop more areas for collaboration, including partnerships of non-
central governments in the North American Arctic.

• The Yukon and Alaska are stronger together as neighbours and
friends because of what we’ve accomplished in the last year, and we
will continue to foster this important regional relationship.

• We are maintaining contact with Commissioners in Alaska to keep
them advised of any potential downstream impacts from the Eagle
Gold Mine.

Additional response (Shakwak/Alcan Highway): 
• During the Governor’s visit, we concluded a memorandum of

understanding on new funding opportunities for the Shakwak
highway.

• This is an important development that will improve road connectivity
and safety for both Alaska and the Yukon.

• With that agreement, Alaska was able to help fund reconstruction
efforts on parts of the Shakwak that are heavily impacted by
degrading permafrost through their Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program.

• The Alaska /Yukon application for funding from the US government’s
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity
grant program was successful this year.

• We are working closely with both the Alaska and US governments to
ensure we can maximize the use of the funds, while remaining a good
partner and friend to Alaska.
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• The Alaska Highway is a critical component of highway infrastructure
for life in the North and the tourism sector.

• The Shakwak project encompasses the Haines Road and the Alaska
Highway north of Haines Junction.

• Supporting the repair and safety of this road advances Canadian and
US priorities, including resilience to climate change, economic
development, supporting communities and people in the Arctic and
maintaining Indigenous connections that span borders.

Additional response (USA relations): 
• It was a pleasure to host Ambassador David Cohen in May.
• His engagement with us built on the regular conversations that our

government has with the US Consulate in Vancouver.
• We worked with US counterparts to deliver a trade mission in the

Yukon in September.
• I’m happy to see this deep interest in the Yukon and look forward to

this mission bearing fruit in the medium-term.
• Ambassador Cohen brought the trade mission of seven US companies

to the Yukon. We were able to facilitate deep conversation and
discussion on new economic partnerships between our respective
businesses.

• The US is Canada’s largest trading partner, and I hope to see more
Yukon companies benefiting from that relationship.

• It is a credit to the efforts of Consul General DeHart in Vancouver that
we were able to get the border crossing at Little Gold back to its pre-
pandemic operating window.

• That change was a huge win for Dawson and cross-border travelers.
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• We look forward to continuing increases in cross-border traffic and
seeing more visitors from the US this year, as well as Yukoners visiting
our neighbours in Skagway, Haines and beyond.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• Governor Dunleavy visited Whitehorse on February 8 and 9, 2024.
• Ambassador Cohen visited Whitehorse on May 30, 2024.
• Premier visited Anchorage on April 12, 2024.
• There may be confusion on the funding structures for the Shakwak highway, and

how the two streams of funding will be used to improve the highway.

Background: 
Alaska relations 

• Governor Dunleavy and three Commissioners visited Whitehorse on February 8-
9, 2024. Two agreements were signed at the conclusion of the visit.

• In addition to the intergovernmental relations accord and MOU on highways, YG
and Alaska are working on a MOU to support closer collaboration and information
sharing on public safety - particularly MMIWG and human trafficking concerns.

• Topics discussed during the visit included highways, the Port of Skagway, bison
and elk, salmon, MMIWG2S+, regional security, energy, forestry, agriculture,
wildland fire and airline connections.

• The Eagle Gold Mine heap leach pad failure has attracted media attention in
Alaska, and Alaskan leaders and officials have been offered briefings regarding
Eagle Gold.

Shakwak: 

• The new MOU puts our highway in Alaska’s Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP), which will give the State more latitude to disperse
funds.
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• The project in the STIP mirrors the contents of the Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) application.

• The RAISE award will be brought into the STIP and Alaska is shifting STIP funds
to provide us with a budget that will surpass the $25M USD RAISE award.

• This may mean we are able to add elements of construction that were not in the
RAISE application that can now be covered by STIP money.

• Conversations between Yukon HPW, Alaska DOTPF and the US Federal
Highways Administration (FHWA) are ongoing.

• FHWA has supplemental information requirements that they need to satisfy
before delivering the funds to Alaska and HPW is working to get them all the
information they need.

• The project funding is expected to be available for the 2025 construction season.
Alaska works on a fiscal year of November to October.

USA relations: 

• The Canada/US Roadmap announced by Prime Minister Trudeau and President
Biden in February 2021 is guiding relationships across borders.

• We are seeing more engagement with US officials since the Roadmap was
announced.

• Consul General Jim DeHart (Vancouver) has visited the Yukon on four occasions
since taking the office.

• Ambassador Cohen made his first visit to the Yukon on May 30, 2024.

Skagway Port redevelopment: See Note # TAB 17 EcDev 

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 09 25 

_______________________________ 

Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date Approved 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon supports the rights of legal gun owners in
the territory, while also supporting an approach to gun control that
helps protect public safety.

• We are exploring the different mechanisms available to us to support
law-abiding firearms owners.

• While no decisions have been made, it is helpful to understand what
is happening in other parts of the country.

• Earlier this year, I wrote to Premier Smith in Alberta and Premier Moe
in Saskatchewan, seeking to better understand the steps they have
taken within their jurisdictions.

• We can learn from other jurisdictions as one part of gathering
information to make evidence-based policy decisions.

• Ultimately, anything we do must reflect the Yukon’s distinct context.

• To that end, our government is closely monitoring federal plans for the
rollout of the buyback program, following the passage of Bill C-21.

• I have been clear with Canada that this program must be funded
exclusively by the federal government and that no front-line officers in
the territory be diverted from their regular duties to support it.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• On February 12, 2024, the Official Opposition issued a press release urging the

Government of Yukon to develop and enact firearms legislation for the Yukon and
to establish a territorially appointed Chief Firearms Officer.

• Law-abiding firearms owners in the Yukon remain concerned about the potential
impacts of Bill C-21 and may wish to understand the steps contemplated by the
Government of Yukon to support their concerns.
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Background: 
• On March 28, 2023, the Government of Alberta passed the Alberta Firearms Act,

giving more tools to protect areas of provincial jurisdiction over firearms while
expanding the role of the Alberta Chief Firearms Office.

• On April 6, 2023, the Government of Saskatchewan passed the Saskatchewan
Firearms Act to enhance public safety across the province and protect the rights
of lawful firearms owners.

• Premier Pillai spoke to Premier Smith (AB) on February 29, where he shared his
interest in learning about their firearms legislation to inform next steps, if any, in
the territory.

• On March 12, 2024, Premier Pillai wrote to Premier Smith and Premier Moe (SK),
expressing interest in learning more about their provincial measures to protect the
rights of lawful firearms owners.

• The Yukon has the highest per capita number of prohibited and restricted firearms
licenses in Canada.

• Lawful firearm owners in the territory include hunters, trappers and people
performing remote wilderness work.

Federal Firearms Buyback Program 

• At this time, businesses must ensure that firearms are made inoperable (e.g.
trigger lock) and be in a locked display case or cabinet. They may not be displayed
in a window.

• Public Safety Canada recently advised territorial officials that the first phase of the
buyback program targeting industry and businesses holding now-prohibited
firearms will rollout in Fall 2024.

• The buyback process is expected to involve four steps: notification; collection;
transportation and storage; and destruction.

• The second phase of the program, aimed at individuals is possession of now-
prohibited firearms is slated to rollout in Spring 2025.

TOC



Session Briefing Note ECO TAB 6 
Fall 2024 

Territorial firearms 
legislation 

Executive Council Office 

Prepared for Premier Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: March 15, 2024 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 3 of 3 

• In keeping with its core policing mandate, the RCMP will be the agency
responsible for leading the collection of these assault-style firearms in the Yukon.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 09 25 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date Approved 
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Recommended response: 

• Our government continues to work with the Yukon Outfitters
Association to support the industry while ensuring the sustainability of
Yukon wildlife.

• Despite the COVID-19-related setbacks, the Yukon’s outfitting industry
has flourished in recent years. The seven highest annual number of
licenses sold to non-residents occurred over the past 10 years.

• Annual harvest by non-residents has been increasing since the 2020-
21 hunting season. Non-resident annual harvest numbers in the Yukon
are now at a level seen prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• The Department of Environment reports the annual harvest of big game
species by resident and non-resident hunters in the Yukon Hunting
regulations summary. Sheep, moose and caribou remain the most
popular big game species harvested by non-residents.

• When making decisions on the allocation of hunting opportunities, we
prioritize subsistence harvest per the First Nation Final Agreements,
then resident hunters, and then non-resident hunters including outfitter
clients.

• The principles of sustainability and conservation guide the department’s
management of all wildlife species. For public transparency, our core
principles are posted on yukon.ca.

• We recognize that there continue to be several outstanding issues of
concern, and we are committed to resolving them collaboratively with
the outfitting industry.
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• Our wildlife harvest program staff meet frequently with Yukon outfitters
and the Yukon Outfitter Association to answer questions, address
specific issues of concern, and identify potential solutions.

• This includes questions about the quota process, individual quotas and
other conditions of annual operating certificates, appeal processes,
harvest information, general information to new outfitters, and the
status of wildlife populations.

Additional Response (Review of the Outfitter Quota Guidelines): 

• Last year, the Department of Environment received a recommendation
from the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board to modernize the
Guidelines to Establish Outfitter Quotas.

• We agree that modernization of these guidelines is necessary for
various reasons, including ensuring they conform with the Yukon
Wildlife Act, addressing the Yukon’s legal obligations to consult First
Nations, and ensuring better alignment with how wildlife management
is conducted in the Yukon.

• The Government of Yukon invited the Board to initiate the review and
engagement on the guidelines, given its mandate to make
recommendations on all matters related to Yukon fish and wildlife
management, legislation, research, policies, and programs.

• We are supporting the Board with their development of a work plan and
budget for a potential review and engagement on the guidelines, which
will enable the Board to evaluate their capacity and resource needs, and
to determine if it is practicable to undertake this effort at this time.

TOC



       #38 
 Session Briefing Note Fall 2024 
Outfitting in the Yukon Environment 

Prepared for Minister Clarke 
Department of Environment 

Date prepared: August 26, 2024 
Last Updated: October 15, 2024 

Page 3 of 5 

Third Response: (Multi-Year Quotas): 

• We recognize the certainty and flexibility that multi-year quotas provide
to Yukon outfitters. However, the issuance of multi-year quotas does not
comply with the Wildlife Act.

• The Department of Environment has implemented an interim solution to
provide outfitters with certainty, flexibility, and predictability.

• This interim process states that unless a legal, environmental, or socio-
economic factor necessitates a change in the non-resident harvest
allocation, quotas will remain unchanged until we establish a new quota
process.

• The interim process also allows outfitters who had quota agreements
before 2022 to access unused moose and caribou quotas from the
previous four years, up to a maximum value, as per their most recent
agreement.

• We remain committed to working with the outfitting industry,
Renewable Resources Councils, Yukon First Nations, the Yukon Fish and
Wildlife Management Board and licensed hunters to ensure that a fair,
transparent, and sustainable approach to harvest is applied.

Fourth Response (Outfitter Quota Appeals): 

• In 2021, the Department of Environment was made aware that issuing
multi-year quotas and roll-over provisions does not comply with the
Wildlife Act. As a result, the Department worked with outfitters to place
them on annual quotas. Since 2022, the Department has been issuing
annual quotas.
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• Given the changes made to the quota process and the fact that some
outfitters were assigned quotas for the first time, the Outfitter Quota
Appeal Committee and the Concession and Compensation Review
Board received an unprecedented number of appeals in 2022 and 2023.

• Our government responded to all timelines and information requests
from the Secretariat coordinating the scheduling of appeal hearings, but
the number of appeals created significant delays in the scheduling of
hearings.

• The Department of Environment is aware of one outfitter who has filed a
quota appeal in 2024.

• The Government of Yukon recognizes and supports outfitters’ right to
appeal.

• At present, the Government of Yukon remains committed to supporting
quota appeals and decisions under the Outfitter Quota Appeal
Committee and the Concession and Compensation Review Board
processes.

• However, the Government of Yukon will not be attending Outfitter
Quota Appeal Committee hearings when the same matter has
previously been addressed through the legislated Concession and
Compensation Review Board process and a decision has been made
and communicated to the outfitter.

Fifth Response (Hunting in the Peel): 

• There are no outfitting concessions in the two Land Management Units
included in the Peel Watershed feasibility assessment for the proposed
national park; this would be the areas including Turner Lake Wetlands,
Caribou River, and Peel River.
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• The area is remote and therefore has limited licensed hunting
opportunities.

• Parts of the territory that have Special Management Area designations,
such as the Peel region, are designed to be compatible with recreational
and economic activities including wilderness eco-tourism, big game
outfitting and trapping.

• Any future designation recommendations made in the Special
Management Areas would respect the objectives of the protected area
and the intentions of the Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan.

Context—this may be an issue because: 

• Ongoing questions have been raised in the Legislative Assembly and in the media
regarding outfitter guidelines, outfitter harvest quotas, and the quota appeal processes.

• In April 2024, the department received a request from the Secretariat to meet regarding
the government’s participation, or lack thereof, in the appeal process.

Background: 

• The Department of Environment meets frequently with the Yukon Outfitter Association
and Yukon outfitters.

o In 2023, the Yukon Outfitter Liaison Committee, comprised of representatives
from Department of Environment and Yukon Outfitters Association, met twice to
discuss issues important to the industry.

o The most recent Yukon Outfitter Liaison Committee occurred on June 13, 2024.
• The Wildlife Harvest Biologist and other Fish and Wildlife Branch staff also meet

regularly with individual Yukon outfitters, as needed.

Approved by: 

Dennis Berry  October 16, 2024 

Deputy Minister of Environment Date approved 
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• The Proponent estimates that there remains a funding gap of
between $80-95 million, depending on the interest rate to be charged
on the loan from the Canadian Infrastructure Bank.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• There has been extensive media coverage of the Project, and the Opposition has

raised the Project regularly in the Legislature.
• Budget 2024-2025 does not identify specific funds for the Project, which is a

change from Budget 2023-2024.

Background: 
• The Proponent (Taku Homeland Energy Limited Partnership) plans to expand the

existing Atlin hydro facility by leveraging the water storage capability of Surprise
Lake and connect to the Yukon grid with a 69 kV transmission line from the power
plant in Atlin, BC to Jakes Corner in the Yukon. The line will follow the Atlin
Highway right-of-way for the majority of the route.

• The Atlin Hydroelectric Expansion Project has been repriced by the Proponent.
• The total cost of the project based on 75% design for generation and construction

ready design for the transmission line as of February 2024, is between $267
million and $324 million.

• Cost distribution can be considered 75% to generation, 15% to transmission and
substations, and 10% to interconnection with YEC/ATCO.

• As outlined in Table 1 below, the total cost of the project will be influenced by the
level of contingency required and the interest rate used in the Canadian
Infrastructure Bank credit agreement.

Table 1: 2024 Repricing Results ($ millions) 
Construction Costs $267 
Contingency $42 
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• YDC has provided the Proponent with $2 million in 2023/2024 to support
advancing geotechnical and engineering design of the transmission line.

• Prior to the Transfer Payment Agreement expiring, a TPA Amendment was
agreed to that expands the permitting-related expenses that could be supported
through the TPA.  The Proponent expended the full $2 million and YDC has
received all required reporting.

Approved by: 

Gary Gazankas September 3, 2024 

President, Yukon Development Corporation Date approved 
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Recommended response: 
• The Yukon government supports the implementation of the

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s – or IHRA’s –
working definition of antisemitism.

• The Yukon is home to a small but vibrant Jewish population. We are
grateful to have Jewish Yukoners who share and bring their culture to
the forefront.

• The Government of Yukon will stand together to address intolerance
and ensure no type of hate is allowed in any of our communities.

Additional response: 

• The Government of Yukon does not condone any acts of racial,
religious or ethnic hatred. Antisemitism is a form of racism that all
Yukoners should unite in standing against and calling out.

• Human rights are global - no one should be mistreated because of
who they are, where they are born, or what they believe.

• Our government will continue to speak out against hate whenever and
wherever it exists.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• The working definition of antisemitism adopted by the International Holocaust

Remembrance Alliance in 2016 is:
• “Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as

hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism
are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property,
toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.
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Recommended response: 
• The Government of Yukon supports the development of cost-effective

renewable energy projects in a manner that fulfils treaty obligations,
promotes reconciliation and provides energy security for the Yukon.

• Our government works with First Nations during the assessment and
licensing of energy projects and throughout a project’s operation.

• Working with First Nations governments on energy generation projects is
fundamental to meeting the Yukon’s climate change and energy goals.

Additional response: 
• We are in discussions with Carcross/Tagish First Nation, Kwanlin Dün

First Nation and Ta'an Kwäch'än Council on the relicensing of the
Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station and with the First Nation of
Nacho Nyak Dun on the relicensing of the Mayo Generating Station.

• We view these discussions as forums to advance reconciliation and reset
our government-to-government relationships, recognizing the historical and
cultural value of these areas to First Nations.

• The Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station and Mayo Generating Station
are undergoing environmental and socio-economic assessment to renew
their water licences which expire in 2025.

• The Yukon government is actively collaborating and supporting the
Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station project proposal to ensure there is
ongoing progress towards completing the environmental assessment
process.

• We signed a joint letter sent to the Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Board asking the Whitehorse Designated Office to
complete its assessment of the Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station
before the end of October 2024 so that a Decision Document can be issued
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by this December. This would allow the Yukon Water Board time to 
complete its regulatory process before the existing water use licence expires 
in May 2025. 

• Impacts to salmon and other fish species are being discussed as part of the
assessment and regulatory reviews.

• We are also at the preliminary stages of exploring a grid connection with
British Columbia. If that concept is feasible, partnerships with First
Nations will be critical to its success.

• Our government will ensure that discussions on existing and future energy
projects include consideration of the rights, interests and potential involvement
of Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous governments.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• Some First Nations indicated they will not support energy projects without greater

collaboration and commitments from the YG in addressing their broader interests.
• YG is completing pre-feasibility work on a potential connection to the BC grid.

Canada has conditionally approved $40 million to study the feasibility of a potential
transmission line.

• Concerns about the potential effects of the Whitehorse and Mayo Generating Stations
on salmon migration have been raised in the licence renewal process and in local media.
Salmon population decline and recovery is a significant First Nations and public interest.

• The First Nations affected by the operations of the Whitehorse Rapids Generating
Station do not agree on an approach to relicensing the facility. Kwanlin Dün First Nation
and Ta'an Kwäch'än Council support a long-term approach to relicensing whereas
Carcross/Tagish First Nation supports a short-term approach. This issue has been
featured in local media coverage.

• The current Whitehorse Generating Station water licence may expire before a new
licence is issued. This issue has been featured in local media coverage.

Background: 
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Whitehorse Rapids Generating Station (WRGS) 
• The WRGS is operating under a 25-year water licence that expires on May 31, 2025.
• The WRGS project is going through the relicensing process and is currently undergoing an

assessment under the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA).
• The assessment is taking longer than expected and is currently in the Preparing

Recommendation stage until January 2, 2025.  YESAB extended the Preparing
Recommendation timeline on November 7 due to the scale and complexity of the
assessment, as well as the concerns identified by participants.

• Comments submitted by First Nations, YG, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada and members of the public raised concerns about impacts of the dam on salmon
and other fish species as well as the data available to the assessors.

• YG, YEC, Carcross/Tagish First Nation (C/TFN), Kwanlin Dün First Nation (KDFN) and Ta'an
Kwäch'än Council (TKC) began working collaboratively on the relicensing project in April 2022.

• A Technical Working Group (TWG) with representation from YG, YEC, C/TFN, KDFN, and
TKC has been established to focus on the assessment and relicensing processes.

• Negotiators from YG, YEC, KDFN and TKC are developing Energy Agreements which are
intended to build a better relationship with respect to the ongoing operation of the
WRGS and support reconciliation by promoting long-term benefits and opportunities for
the First Nations and their citizens and businesses, including employment, training and
contracting opportunities related to the construction and operation of the WRGS.

• C/TFN was involved in Energy Agreement negotiations but has stopped participating as
they do not support a long-term approach to relicensing. YG is consulting with C/TFN,
KDFN, TKC, and Taku River Tlingit First Nation regarding the potential impacts of the
ongoing operation of the WRGS on Aboriginal rights.

• In August 2024, YG, YEC, KDFN and TKC sent a letter to the YESAB asking that the
Whitehorse Designated Office complete its assessment of the project proposal by the end of
October 2024 so that a Decision Document be issued by December 2024. The letter is
publicly available on the YESAB online registry.

Mayo Generating Station (MGS) 
• The water licence for the MGS expires on December 31, 2025.
• The MGS project is in the adequacy review stage of the YESAA assessment process.
• YG, YEC and the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun (FNNND) began working collaboratively

on the relicensing project in December 2022. Discussions on the relicensing are ongoing
and are intended to provide an avenue for collaboration and discussion on the assessment
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and relicensing processes; and promote, develop and maintain a positive long-term 
relationship based on partnership, respect and reconciliation between the parties with 
respect to the ongoing operation of the MGS, other energy initiatives and other initiatives 
that the Parties may wish to advance collectively. 

• YG will be consulting with FNNND regarding the potential impacts of the ongoing operation
of the MGS on its treaty rights.

Independent Power Projects 
Atlin Hydro Expansion 
• Tlingit Homeland Energy Limited Partnership (THELP) is proposing to expand its Atlin

hydroelectric generation infrastructure to increase its power output from 2.1 megawatts
(MW) to 10 MW. The additional electricity would be sold to YEC, increasing the Yukon’s
supply of renewable energy, especially in the winter when it is most needed.

• If the project proceeds, it would include a transmission line from Atlin, BC, to Jakes Corner, a
new substation and upgrades to the transmission line from Jake’s Corner to Whitehorse.

North Fork Hydro 
• Oro Enterprises is proposing to construct and operate a 2 MW run-of-river hydroelectric

generating station on the North Klondike River, in the overlapping Traditional Territories
of FNNND and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH).

• The potential redevelopment of a hydro project at this site is subject to several provisions
in the TH Final Agreement. Should the project proceed, these provisions impose certain
obligations on YG including an exchange of Settlement Land for Crown land.

• In December 2022, TH indicated that they do not support the project due to potential
impacts to TH Traditional Territory and treaty rights. YG encouraged the proponent to
contact TH directly to better understand the First Nation’s concerns.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 11 18  
_______________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 
• Our government has continued the mineral staking prohibition within the

Kaska asserted traditional territory in the Yukon to allow time to address
the court declarations made in the Ross River Dena Council and Kaska
Dena Council mining cases.

• We also instituted a mineral staking prohibition for the Áashú (a-shoo)
Lands and surrounding area in the asserted traditional territory of the
Taku River Tlingit First Nation to support our ongoing discussions.

• We have committed to establishing mineral staking prohibitions for areas
of cultural or environmental significance within the Traditional Territory of
the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun. We look forward to working with
the First Nation to advance regional land use planning and protect those
areas.

• Our goal is to identify solutions that address our shared interests in land
and resource matters, provide certainty to industry and benefit all Yukoners.

• We are working collaboratively with First Nations to develop new mineral
legislation to replace the Quartz Mining Act and Placer Mining Act. In that
process, we are considering many of the issues raised in the court cases
and anticipate the new legislation will help address those issues and the
declarations. (See EMR #6)

Additional response: 

If asked about the Ross River Area: 

• The mineral staking prohibition in the Ross River Area was initiated on
March 27, 2013, and is in place until April 30, 2026. This is intended to
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allow time to advance consultation with the Ross River Dena Council and 
the other Kaska First Nations on how best to address the court 
declarations regarding mineral staking, exploration and development.  

• Discussions on the development of new mineral legislation will create the
foundation to address the issues covered by the court Declarations, after
which we will be able to re-assess the need for the mineral staking
prohibition in the Ross River area and in other areas in the Yukon.

• These important discussions about Yukon’s mining legislation are
ongoing. On behalf of the Yukon government, I would like to extend my
thanks to the representatives from Ross River Dena Council and all our
First Nations partners for their valuable input to date.

If asked about the southern Yukon portion of the Kaska asserted traditional 
territory: 

• The mineral staking prohibition in the southern portion of the Kaska
asserted traditional territory in the Yukon was initiated on February 1,
2017, and is in place until April 30, 2026.

• Liard First Nation is actively participating in the work to develop new
mineral legislation.

If asked about White River First Nation: 

• We are addressing a range of issues through bilateral negotiations with
White River First Nation, including consultation obligations related to the
mineral declarations.
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If asked about Taku River Tlingit First Nation: 

• We are advancing discussions with the Taku River Tlingit First Nation on
several matters including the mineral declarations, consultation, and their
land interests in the Yukon.

• To support these discussions, our government withdrew land associated
with the former Áashú Village site from land disposition and mineral
staking on March 28, 2019. This withdrawal is in place until December
31, 2024.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• Mineral staking prohibitions in asserted traditional territories remain a focus of

discussions with affected First Nations and are of interest to other First Nations,
industry and stakeholders.

• The Official Opposition raised the staking prohibitions in the Legislative Assembly on
March 25, 2024. The mineral staking prohibitions in the Kaska asserted traditional
territory were extended for a two-year period in April 2024.

Background: 
• In 2012, the Yukon Court of Appeal made two declarations with respect to the Ross

River Dena Council v. Yukon (2012 YKCA 14) mining case: (1) the Yukon government
(YG) has a duty to consult with Ross River Dena Council (RRDC) in determining
whether mineral rights on Crown lands within the Ross River Area are to be made
available to third parties under the provisions of the Quartz Mining Act; and, (2) YG has
a duty to notify and, where appropriate, consult with and accommodate RRDC before
allowing any mineral exploration activities to take place within the Ross River Area.

• In 2013, YG took steps to comply with the second declaration by amending the Quartz
Mining Act and Placer Mining Act to implement a new regime for Class 1 mining activities.

• In 2014, both the Taku River Tlingit First Nation (TRTFN) and Kaska Dena Council (KDC)
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started court proceedings seeking the same mineral declarations granted in the Ross 
River Area for their respective asserted traditional territories in the Yukon. The 
declarations were granted by consent.  

• The three mineral staking prohibitions in the Kaska and Taku River Tlingit First Nation
asserted traditional territories cover approximately 23 per cent of the Yukon.

• Additional staking prohibitions are in place for reasons such as land use planning, to
create parks and protected areas, or to disallow staking within municipal boundaries.
About 53 per cent of the total area of the Yukon is currently under a prohibition.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 10 02 

Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date approved 

Lauren Haney  October 1, 2024 
Deputy Minister, Energy, Mines and Resources Date approved 
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Recommended response: 
• Our government has extended an invitation to the leaders of Yukon First

Nations to begin discussions on the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples and its potential application in the Yukon.

• We need to consider how the Declaration would interact with Yukon’s
legislation, the Final and Self-Government Agreements, and other
commitments and ongoing discussions with Indigenous governments.

• Reconciliation is a key and ongoing priority for our government.
• We are guided on our path of reconciliation by the foundational

document Together Today for Our Children Tomorrow, which set out a
vision for reconciliation and Indigenous self-determination in the territory.

Additional Response: 
• Our approach to reconciliation is characterized by:

o implementing modern treaties and upholding our obligations to Yukon
First Nations, the Tetlit Gwich’in, and the Inuvialuit;

o negotiating agreements related to Yukon First Nations’ self- 
governance, such as those involving the administration of justice;

o negotiating enduring agreements with First Nations without treaties;
o advancing joint priorities at the Yukon Forum; and
o collaborating with Indigenous governments on key legislative

initiatives, such as the development of the new minerals legislation.
Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The Governments of Canada (Canada), British Columbia (BC) and the Northwest

Territories (NWT) have affirmed in legislation that the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the “Declaration”) applies to their laws. There may be
interest in whether the Government of Yukon (YG) will enact similar legislation.

• The 2023 Confidence and Supply Agreement seeks “consent from Yukon First

TOC





Session Briefing Note TAB 29 
Fall 2024 

First Nation Court Case Updates Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office  

Date prepared: August 6, 2024 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 1 of 6 

Recommended response – Kudz Ze Kayah / BMC Minerals: 
• In January 2024, the Supreme Court of Yukon released its decision on the

Judicial Review of the 2022 Kudz Ze Kayah Decision Document.
• The decision clarified how the territorial and federal governments must conduct

consultation when there may be a significant impact to Aboriginal rights.
• It also confirmed that it is not necessary for the parties to agree on the

outcome of the consultation for the duty to consult to have been met.
• The Court found that the Governments of Yukon and Canada met the duty to

consult over a period of approximately five years, except with respect to one
submission from Ross River Dena Council and Liard First Nation.

• Following an additional consultation meeting directed by the Court, a new
decision document was issued on March 8, 2024.

• The new decision document allowed the project to proceed to the regulatory
phase, subject to a number of new and modified terms and conditions to
address concerns expressed by the Kaska regarding potential impacts to
caribou, land, water and air; cumulative effects; and project economics and
feasibility.

• The 2024 decision document also includes a number of measures to ensure
the Kaska will have opportunities to be meaningfully involved in both the
regulatory process and in the project itself if it proceeds.

• Ross River Dena Council, on behalf of itself and the other Kaska First
Nations, has filed an appeal of the Supreme Court decision with the Yukon
Court of Appeal.

• The appeal is scheduled to be heard in September 2024. We look forward
to the clarity that the decision is expected to provide.

• The project is currently undergoing regulatory review while the parties await
the Court of Appeal decision.
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Recommended response – Michelle Creek Judicial Review: 
• Our government filed for a Judicial Review of the Yukon Environmental and

Socio-Economic Assessment Board’s recommendation on the Michelle
Creek project in northern Yukon.

• It is important to note that this request for Judicial Review is not an action
against Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in or the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun.

• Rather, the Yukon government is asking the court to provide clarity
regarding the Board’s decision-making processes.

• This is needed so that all parties involved in YESAA assessments can be
assured that recommendations will be made in an informed and unbiased
manner, and in accordance with the requirements of YESAA and any
applicable regional land use plan.

• We will not comment further on this matter as it is still before the court.

Recommended response – 10 Mile Road Litigation: 
• In 2021, Carcross/Tagish First Nation asked the Supreme Court of Yukon to

overturn the Yukon government’s approval of two lot subdivision
applications in the 10 Mile Road area of Tagish.

• In their court documents, the First Nation noted concerns about the
potential for the lot subdivisions to impact their treaty rights and the habitat
of the Southern Lakes caribou.

• Both of our governments recognize that the area between Tagish and
Carcross provides core winter habitat and a migration corridor for the herd.

• As such, the Yukon government has established a new Future Planning
Policy for the 10 Mile Road Area. The policy restricts the subdivision of lots
in the area until a land use planning exercise is completed.

• We are also exploring the establishment of a Special Management Area
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and advancing regional land use planning in partnership with local First 
Nations.  

• In response to these measures, Carcross/Tagish First Nation discontinued
their litigation in July 2024.

• We are continuing to work with Carcross/Tagish First Nation to advance
other shared interests in their Traditional Territory.

Recommended response – First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun / Metallic Minerals 
• In 2021, the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun asked the Supreme Court of

Yukon to address concerns related to a Decision Document issued by the
Yukon government for a Class 3 mining project proposed by Metallic
Minerals Corporation.

• In April 2024, the Yukon Court of Appeal upheld the 2023 decision of the
Supreme Court of Yukon to overturn the Decision Document for the project.

• The Court clarified that while the duty to consult does not require or
guarantee a specific outcome, this consultation process was flawed and as
a result, the issuance of the Decision Document was not reasonable in the
circumstances.

• While the Yukon government continues to assess the wide-ranging
implications of the court decision, we are taking steps to address the
concerns raised by the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun.

• We have committed to work with Yukon First Nations to accelerate the
pace of land use planning in response to their concerns and are developing
additional resources for Yukon government departments to support
meaningful consultation and engagement.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
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• Court cases involving Yukon First Nations generally receive a high level of media interest.
• Ross River Dena Council’s appeal of the Kudz Ze Kayah decision is scheduled to be

heard in September 2024 and this may revive media attention.
• The judicial review hearing on the Michelle Creek case is scheduled for November 2024

and this may revive media attention.

Background: 
Ross River Dena Council v. AG (Canada), AG (Yukon), and BMC Minerals: 
• In October 2022, Ross River Dena Council (RRDC), on its own behalf and on behalf of

the Kaska Nation, filed a petition for judicial review of a decision by the Governments of
Canada (Canada) and Yukon (YG) to vary a decision made by the Executive Committee of
the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board related to the Kudz Ze
Kayah mining project proposed by BMC Minerals.

• RRDC alleged that decision makers did not adequately consider their June 14, 2022,
submissions and failed to fulfill the duty to consult on the project.

• On January 2, 2024, the Supreme Court of Yukon released its decision. The Court found
that the Crown governments generally met their duty to consult RRDC and Liard First
Nation (LFN), other than in respect of their June 14, 2022, submission.

• The Court ordered YG and Canada to meet with RRDC and LFN to discuss that
submission within 60 days and to issue a final Decision Document within 30 days after
the meeting. That meeting was held in Ross River on February 7 and 8, 2024 and the
new Decision Document was issued on March 8, 2024.

• Next step: RRDC has filed an appeal of the Supreme Court decision, which is scheduled
to be heard in September 2024.

Judicial Review of YESAB Recommendation for Michelle Creek Proposal (#2021-0176):  
• In December 2022, the Dawson Designated Office (DO) released its Evaluation Report and

Recommendations for the Michelle Creek Quartz Exploration project proposed by Silver47
Exploration Corp. within the area covered by the Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan.

• Although the DO had issued Information Requests for additional baseline information to
which the proponent did not respond, the DO recommended that the project not be
allowed to proceed, because in the assessor’s view, it would have significant adverse
effects that could not be mitigated.
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• YG requested a Judicial Review on the basis that it was inconsistent of the DO to both
issue a request for additional data to inform its recommendation (and as required by the
Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan), and to conclude that it had sufficient
information (without having received that additional data) to finalize its recommendation.

• Next step: The hearing date has been set for November 27 to 29, 2024.

Carcross/Tagish First Nation v. Government of Yukon et al.: 
• On March 8, 2021, Carcross/Tagish First Nation (C/TFN) filed a petition for judicial review

of YG decisions under the Subdivision Act, which approved two subdivision applications
in the 10 Mile area of Tagish.

• C/TFN asserted that YG breached its duty to consult and accommodate C/TFN, failed to
uphold obligations under Chapter 16 of the Final Agreement by neglecting to coordinate
land and resource management activities with C/TFN in critical caribou habitat and by
allowing decisions to be made in the absence of a Chapter 11 land use plan.

• Officials from YG and C/TFN examined various options to address these concerns outside
of the court process and determined that a policy restricting future lot subdivisions in the
area would meet the shared interest of both governments in protecting the habitat of the
Southern Lakes caribou herd. The policy was established in July 2024 and will remain in
effect until a land use plan is developed for the 10 Mile Road area.

• The policy does not apply to the two lot subdivision applications that were the subject of
the litigation. It also cannot be used to reject applications that were submitted before it
came into effect; however, officials must consider the intent of the policy in assessing any
such applications.

First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun v. Government of Yukon and Metallic Minerals Corp.:  
• On March 15, 2021, the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun (FNNND) filed a petition for

judicial review of a YG Decision Document under the Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Act (YESAA) to allow a proposed Class 3 quartz mining
exploration program to proceed to the regulatory phase.

• FNNND claimed that YG breached its duty to consult by failing to engage directly with
community members and failing to complete land use planning pursuant to an
Intergovernmental Agreement between YG and FNNND and under Chapter 11 of the
FNNND Final Agreement.

TOC



Session Briefing Note TAB 29 
Fall 2024 

First Nation Court Case Updates Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office  

Date prepared: August 6, 2024 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 6 of 6 

• The judicial review was heard on June 28 and 29, 2022 and the decision of the Supreme
Court of Yukon was released on January 31, 2023. The Court set aside the Decision
Document and referred it back to YG for reconsideration.

• Overall, the Court agreed with FNNND that YG’s decision was unreasonable. The lengthy
decision touches on several topics including the scope of the duty to consult, the rights
protected under s. 35 of Canada’s Constitution, the representation of Treaty rights-
holders and land use planning.

• YG filed an appeal of the decision on March 1, 2023. FNNND contested the appeal, and
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations (CAFN) appeared as an intervenor.

• The appeal was heard in November 2023 and the decision of the Yukon Court of Appeal
was released on April 9, 2024. The Court of Appeal agreed with the Supreme Court
finding that the issuance of the Decision Document was unreasonable due to flaws in the
consultation process and quashed it.

• More broadly, the Court of Appeal decision also raised several issues that may have
operational implications for YG, including with respect to: responding to requests for
community consultation; assessing the appropriate depth of consultation for potential
impacts to treaty rights; the nature of Chapter 11 treaty rights and how they may be
impacted by project-related decisions; and the nature and effect of intergovernmental
agreements.

• Next step: YG is continuing to analyze the implications of the court decisions and
preparing additional consultation guidance for departments.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 08 26 
_______________________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon is committed to building strong working
relationships with First Nations.

• We are listening to and working with First Nations to address the harms
caused by a long history of inequality and discrimination.

• Our goal is to achieve meaningful change and tangible benefits for all
Yukoners through collaboration on a range of environmental, economic
and social projects.

Additional response: 

• We continue to work with the Government of Canada and Yukon First
Nations to implement the Final and Self-Government Agreements.

• We also work directly with Yukon First Nation governments through
quarterly Yukon Forum meetings and related processes.

• In partnership with First Nations, we implemented the Yukon First
Nations Procurement Policy, established a Yukon First Nation School
Board and developed and passed the Act to Amend the Child and Family
Services Act.

• We are also implementing the Representative Public Service Plan and
advancing land use planning.

• Together with our partners, we released an implementation plan for
Yukon’s Strategy for Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women, Girls
and 2-Spirit+ Peoples in 2023. We continue to undertake key actions in
support of the strategy.

• Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous governments and
groups are key voices in our collaborative work to develop new
legislation for lands and minerals.
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• Our government is also advancing work to negotiate and implement
government-to-government accords with interested Yukon First Nations.
Accords provide a formal mechanism for working together on matters of
mutual interest and priority.

• We are also prepared to discuss the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, how it might interact with the Final
Agreements, and what it may offer to support and strengthen our
existing reconciliation efforts.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The Yukon government (YG) has made public commitments to reconciliation and

strengthening relationships with Yukon First Nations (YFNs), including a commitment in
the 2023 mandate letters to continue to prioritize efforts to uphold true reconciliation.

• The 2023 Confidence and Supply Agreement includes commitments to seek consent
from YFN Chiefs to initiate a discussion on the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the Declaration); to work with First Nations to continue
to implement the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
through targeted investments and to continue to develop successor mining legislation
in partnership with YFNs.

Background: 

• The Government of Yukon supports reconciliation with YFNs and transboundary
Indigenous governments and groups in many ways, including:
o Working with YFNs through the Yukon Forum (refer to TAB 32 “Yukon Forum and

Intergovernmental Forum”).
o Presenting a united voice to the federal government (Canada) at Yukon Days

(refer to TAB 68 “Federal Engagement”).
o Negotiating and implementing bilateral and trilateral agreements, including

government-to-government accords, that support shared priorities (refer to TAB
33 "First Nation Accords and Community Priorities”).
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o Meeting our consultation obligations and building shared expectations about how
consultation and engagement will occur by developing an online consultation and
engagement system and corporate policies and procedures.

o Actioning the implementation plan for the Yukon Strategy on Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit+ People with YFNs,
Indigenous women’s organizations, families, Survivors and representatives of the
RCMP and Canada.

o Implementing the Yukon First Nations Procurement Policy to enhance economic
outcomes for YFNs and businesses.

o Working with YFNs to address the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to
Action (refer to TAB 76 “Truth and Reconciliation Commission – Update on the
Calls to Action”).

o Implementing the Representative Public Service Plan, Breaking Trail Together, in
support of meeting the goal of increasing Indigenous representation in the public
service to 22 per cent by the end of 2029.

o The Government of Yukon has signaled its willingness to enter into a broad
discussion on the potential application of the Declaration in the Yukon (refer to
TAB 28 “United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”).

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 29 
_____________________________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 
• The residential school system caused widespread and lasting trauma for

Indigenous people, families and communities.
• The Government of Yukon continues to support the Yukon Residential

Schools Missing Children Project Working Group in their efforts to bring to
light the history and impact of residential schools.

• While this work is a necessary part of truth and reconciliation, we recognize
that it can retraumatize Survivors and their families and communities. We
offer our ongoing support and compassion for all those with lived experience
of these harms.

• We are available to the Working Group as they lead this important work
and will assist as requested to support healing and reconciliation.

Additional response:
• In the Yukon, searches have so far been conducted in Carcross and Whitehorse.
• Funding for this important work was provided by the Governments of

Canada and Yukon and administered by the Council of Yukon First Nations.
• The Yukon government continues to discuss with partners and work internally

on how to best continue to support the work being done by the Yukon
Residential School Missing Children Project.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The Working Group publicly expressed concerns about the July 2024 announcement by

the Government of Canada on new caps and restrictions on their funding program
supporting this work. On August 16, 2024, Crown-Indigenous Relations Minister
released a statement indicating the Government of Canada had removed the funding
cap. However, they did not increase the total funding pot.

• There is likely to be interest about funding from the Yukon government (YG) for 2024/25
and future years. This has not yet been publicly announced but is expected to be
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included in the Supplementary Budget request for 2024/25 and the Mains for 2025/26. 

Background: 
• In the Yukon there were six residential schools that operated between 1903 and 1985:

Chooutla School in Carcross; Coudert Hall, Yukon Hall and Whitehorse Baptist Mission in
Whitehorse; Shingle Point School in Shingle Point on the Yukon’s Arctic coast (the
predecessor to All Saints (Aklavik Anglican) School in Aklavik); and St. Paul’s Hostel in
Dawson. The Lower Post School in northern British Columbia also housed Yukon First
Nation students.

• The Yukon Residential Schools Missing Children Project (YRSMCP) Working Group is
mandated by Yukon First Nations leadership and supported by YG leadership through
the Yukon Forum to coordinate ground searches for unmarked or missing graves at
former residential school sites in the Yukon with ground penetrating radar. The Working
Group’s mandate also includes conducting Survivor interviews and archival research, and
managing and protecting the personal data collected.

• All Yukon First Nations are represented on the Working Group and the Working Group
has sought participation from the transboundary First Nations.

• The Working Group is collaborating with and supporting the Daylu Dena Council (DDC)
and Inuvialuit Regional Corporation (IRC) in researching and locating missing children
who attended the residential schools in Lower Post and Shingle Point.

• The Working Group will continue to gather archival research for residential school
students who attended the Lower Post and Shingle Point residential schools while both
DDC and IRC will be responsible for ground searches at the sites and will share results
with YRSMCP.

YRSMCP research and results 
• In 2023, the Working Group completed an initial ground search at the Chooutla

residential school site in Carcross. In September 2023, the Working Group announced
that the search identified 15 anomalies and noted the number of students missing is 33
(originally believed to be 20).

• In April 2024, the Working Group completed a ground search at two former residential
school sites (Coudert Hall and Yukon Hall) in Whitehorse. Results have not been publicly
announced to date.

• A second ground search of specific additional locations on and around the Chooutla site
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is currently on hold until funding is secured. 
Funding for YRMCP 
• Officials from Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) and

YG have continued to support the Working Group to develop a work plan to guide the
project and attend Working Group meetings when invited.

• YG provided $1.3 million in funding between 2021/22 and 2023/24.
• The Working Group has submitted a revised five-year funding request to start in the

2024/2025 fiscal year.
• In July 2024, the Government of Canada advised organizations of changes to their

Residential School Missing Children Community Support funding program that narrowed
the criteria for eligible activities and established funding limits of $500,000 per initiative
in fiscal years 2024/2025 and 2025/2026. These changes were reversed in August
2024. The total amount of funding available under this program has not changed.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 10 01 
_______________________________  ______________________       
Deputy Minister, Executive Council       Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Yukon Forum and the Intergovernmental Forum are important venues
for government-to-government collaboration and meaningful dialogue.

• We will continue to work with Yukon First Nations governments at the
Yukon Forum to identify and take collaborative action on shared priorities
that advance reconciliation and improve the lives of all Yukoners.

• We also remain committed to advancing strategic discussions on the
implementation of Yukon’s modern treaties and self-government
agreements with Yukon First Nations and federal leaders at the
Intergovernmental Forum.

Additional Response: 

• On September 5, 2024 the Yukon Forum was hosted at Kwanlin Dün
First Nation’s Nàkwät'à Kų ̀[Nah-kwah-da-koo] Potlatch House in
Whitehorse.

• During the meeting, leaders discussed new minerals legislation, land use
planning, emergency management, housing and Arctic foreign policy.

• We were also pleased to be joined by the federal Minister of Northern
Affairs and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
for these discussions.

• We continue to work with Yukon First Nations leaders to make our voices
stronger in working with the federal government on shared priorities.

• The last Intergovernmental Forum took place in December 2023 during
Yukon Days in Ottawa. Leaders discussed salmon, housing, emergency
preparedness, land use planning, health, justice and education.
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• I look forward to meeting again with our partners this fall. The next Yukon
Forum is tentatively scheduled for November 8th. The date for the next
Intergovernmental Forum has not yet been set.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• There may be interest in what is discussed at Intergovernmental Forum and Yukon

Forum meetings, updates to the joint priority action plan and next steps.

Background: 
• The Yukon Forum is a regular meeting between leaders of the Yukon government

(YG), Yukon First Nations and the Council of Yukon First Nations.
• The Yukon Forum was established in 2005 under the Cooperation in Governance Act

between the Government of Yukon, Council of Yukon First Nations and Yukon First
Nations with Final Agreements.

• In January 2017, the governments signed a declaration to renew the Yukon Forum
and committed the governments to meet four times a year.

• In May 2017, the governments agreed on the four joint priority areas which include:
o fiscal relations;
o bilateral and trilateral engagement on justice, health and social services, education

and heritage;
o land claim and self-government implementation; and
o ensuring the territory’s legislative agenda considers First Nation priorities.

• In September 2017, the Yukon Forum approved a joint priority action plan. It lays out
the next steps on topics such as justice, heritage, education, health, land claim
agreement implementation and fiscal relations.

• In June 2018, the Yukon Forum agreed to add fish and wildlife to the joint priority
action plan.

• In June 2021, the governments reconfirmed their commitment to advancing the joint
priorities and discussed plans to investigate former residential school grounds in the Yukon
(refer to TAB 31 “Support for First Nation Governments Burial Sites Investigations”).
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• In March 2023, the governments discussed shared actions to address the Substance
Use Health Emergency.

Approved by: 

     Justin Ferbey  2024 09 27 
____________________________________     
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date Approved 
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Recommended response: 
• One of our government’s overarching priorities is to work collaboratively

with First Nations and focus on upholding reconciliation in all that we do.
• Government-to-government accords facilitate a practical and transparent

way of working with individual Yukon First Nations to identify and address
shared priorities that matter to their Citizens and bring real benefits to
Yukon communities.

• Cultivating strong government-to-government relationships with Yukon
First Nations advances the territory’s economic and social development
and benefits all Yukoners.

Additional response: 
• Accords are intended to help the Government of Yukon and a Yukon First

Nation realize the spirit and intent of their Final and Self-Government
Agreements.

• Our government continues to meet with and hear directly from Yukon First
Nations governments on their community priorities and needs on an
ongoing basis.

• In July, the Government of Yukon and Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation signed
a 10-year Government-to-Government Accord focused on community
wellness, community development, and education and training initiatives.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• The public may be interested in the July 2024 signing of a government-to-

government accord with Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and may seek progress
updates on the implementation of existing Accords with other First Nations.
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Background: 
• Accords are non-legally binding bilateral agreements between the Yukon government

(YG) and a Yukon First Nation government.
• Accords identify shared priorities and set out an Action Plan to coordinate both

governments’ actions in addressing those priorities.
Carcross/Tagish First Nation 
• The previous five-year accord expired in 2020. YG and Carcross/Tagish First Nation are

now in discussions to establish a new accord.
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations 
• In 2022, YG entered into a project-specific accord with Champagne and Aishihik First

Nations and Yukon Energy Corporation on the licensing of the Aishihik Generating
Station.

Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation 
• YG is working towards the development of an accord with Little Salmon/Carmacks First

Nation.

Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation 
• YG signed a 10-year Government-to-Government Accord with Vuntut Gwitchin First

Nation on July 27, 2024 in Old Crow.
White River First Nation 
• YG has an active five-year Government-to-Government Accord with White River First

Nation that was signed in 2020. The associated Action Plan was updated in July 2024 to
include additional items related to Highways and Public Works.

• See appendix below on bilateral meetings held in 2024 between ECO and Yukon First
Nation officials to discuss community priorities.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 26 

_________________ 
Deputy Minister Date Approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Appendix A: Recent Bilateral Meetings with Yukon First Nations on 
Community Priorities  

Yukon First 
Nation 

Date / 
Location 

Participants Description 

Carcross/Tagish 
First Nation 

Jan. 11, 
2024 

Carcross 

C/TFN Ḵaa 
Sháade Héni 
(Chief) Benoit 
and Executive 
Council, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of C/TFN community 
priorities, including planning and 
energy development projects 

Champagne and 
Aishihik First 
Nations 

Feb. 28, 
2024 
Virtual 

CAFN Executive 
Director, ECO 
Deputy Minister 

Discussion of CAFN community 
priorities 

First Nation of 
Nacho Nyak Dun 

May 27, 
2024 

Mayo 

FNNND Chief 
Hope and 
Council, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of FNNND 
community priorities 

Kluane First Nation January 10, 
2024 

Burwash 
Landing 

KFN Chief 
Dickson and 
Council, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of KFN community 
priorities, including community 
safety and economic 
development opportunities 

Kwanlin Dün First 
Nation 

April 29, 
2024 

Whitehorse 

KDFN Chief 
Smith, Premier 
Pillai, Minister 
Mostyn, 
Minister 
Streicker 

Discussion of KDFN priorities 
and interests involving the 
Range Point Development 
project  
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Yukon First 
Nation 

Date / 
Location 

Participants Description 

Little 
Salmon/Carmacks 
First Nation 

May 13, 
2024 

Carmacks 

LS/CFN Chief 
Tom and 
Council, MLA 
for Mayo-
Tatchun Jeremy 
Harper, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of LS/CFN 
community priorities including 
Chinook salmon recovery, 
subdivision development, and 
the second phase of the 
Carmacks bypass 

Selkirk First Nation May 13, 
2024 

Pelly 
Crossing 

SFN Chief 
Nelson and 
Council, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of SFN community 
priorities, including housing, 
mining and community wellness 

Ta’an Kwäch’än 
Council 

Feb. 9, 2024 

Virtual 

SFN Executive 
Director, ECO 
Deputy Minister 

Discussion of TKC community 
priorities 

Teslin Tlingit 
Council 

April 25, 
2024 

Whitehorse 

TTC Chief 
Morris, Premier 
Pillai, Minister 
Clarke 

Discussion of TTC community 
priorities  

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Feb. 8, 2024 

Virtual 

TH Executive 
Director, ECO 
Deputy Minister 

Discussion of TH community 
priorities 

Vuntut Gwitchin 
First Nation 

July 27, 
2024 

Old Crow 

Chief Frost, 
Premier Pillai 

Signing ceremony for 
Government-to-Government 
Accord 

White River First 
Nation 

Jan. 9, 2024 

Beaver 
Creek 

WRFN Chief 
Chassé and 
Council, Premier 
Pillai 

Discussion of WRFN community 
priorities, including a potential 
community hub, new mining 
legislation, and housing 
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Recommended response: 
• We are working with Liard First Nation on shared priorities including

economic development and land planning and development. We are also
collaborating on the management of natural resources such as forestry, fish
and wildlife.

• We are working directly with Liard First Nation to ensure that Yukoners and
local industry can access reliable sources of firewood and timber while
respecting First Nations’ interests.

• We are also exploring new approaches to reconciliation with Liard First Nation
and renewing our intergovernmental relationship.

• On September 23, 2024 we marked a significant step in this renewal by
signing a Political Protocol with Liard First Nation to provide a strong
foundation for respectful partnership and collaboration.

Additional response: 
• The Supreme Court of Yukon’s January 2024 decision on the Kudz Ze Kayah

proposal provides important guidance about how the Government of Yukon
and First Nations are to work together during consultation on major projects.

• We considered the concerns shared by Ross River Dena Council and Liard
First Nation during the consultation meeting required by the court and
released a new decision document in March 2024.

• We will continue to consult with the Kaska as we consider applications for
the authorizations required to construct and bring the mine into production,
while awaiting the decision from the Yukon Court of Appeal.

• More broadly, we will continue to consult Liard First Nation and the other
Kaska First Nations on activities that may affect their asserted Aboriginal
rights in the Yukon, including mineral exploration and land and resource
development proposals, while exploring other ways to work collaboratively.
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• Our government has maintained the mineral staking prohibitions within the
Kaska asserted traditional territory in the Yukon and we are collaborating
with First Nations to develop new mineral legislation that addresses mineral
staking, exploration and development.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• Ross River Dena Council (RRDC) and Liard First Nation (LFN) did not support the issuance

of the new Decision Document allowing the Kudz Ze Kayah (KZK) project to proceed to the
regulatory phase.

• The Yukon Court of Appeal heard RRDC’s appeal of the Supreme Court of Yukon decision
on the KZK project on September 12 and 13, 2024.

• The Official Opposition raised the staking prohibitions in the Kaska asserted traditional
territory in the Legislative Assembly on March 25, 2024.

• The availability and cost of firewood in Whitehorse is of interest to the media and the public.

Background: 
Kudz Ze Kayah (refer to Tab 8 – “Kudz Ze Kayah Mine Project – BMC Minerals”) 
• On January 3, 2024, the Supreme Court of Yukon issued its decision on the Judicial Review of the

Decision Document for the Kudz Ze Kayah project.
• The Court set aside the June 15, 2022, Decision Document and directed the parties to hold a

meeting to complete consultation on the June 14, 2022, letter from Liard First Nation (LFN) and
Ross River Dena Council (RRDC). That meeting was held in Ross River on February 7 and 8,
2024. A new Decision Document, which also allowed the KZK project to proceed, was issued on
March 8, 2024.

• On February 1, 2024, RRDC, on its own behalf and on behalf of all members of the Kaska Nation,
filed a Notice of Appeal of the Supreme Court’s decision. The parties are now awaiting the
decision of the Court of Appeal.

Negotiations 
• The Yukon government (YG) and LFN established a bilateral negotiation table in August 2020.
• The table’s current focus is on land development and planning in the vicinity of the Town of

Watson Lake and fish and wildlife management.
• YG and LFN are working to advance short- and medium-term collaborative approaches to

opening areas for fuelwood and timber harvesting in the Watson Lake area.
• The Department of Energy Mines and Resource’s (EMR) Forest Management Branch and LFN

jointly developed a Timber Harvest Plan for a salvage harvest project at Scoby Creek east of
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Watson Lake. Following a recommendation from the Watson Lake Designated Office of the 
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board that the project proceed, LFN and 
EMR jointly developed a Decision Document, held a community engagement session and 
consulted with the other Kaska First Nations about the project. 

• The Timber Harvest Plan and salvage harvest project would allow for an adequate supply of dry
fuelwood to meet the demand in southeast Yukon and the Whitehorse area.

Mineral Staking Prohibition 
• YG consented to two mineral declarations in the Yukon portion of the Kaska asserted traditional

territory outside of the Ross River Area.
• The mineral staking prohibitions in the Kaska asserted traditional territory were extended in

April 2024 for a two-year period and now expire on April 30, 2026 (refer to Tab 27 “Mineral
Staking Prohibitions in Response to Litigation”).

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey 2024 10 01 

_____________________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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River Area (RRA) and withdrew the RRA from mineral staking. 
• The mineral staking prohibitions in the Kaska asserted traditional territory were extended

in April 2024 for a two-year period to continue discussions with RRDC on implementing
the two mineral declarations. The staking prohibitions now expire on April 30, 2026
(refer to Tab 27 “Mineral Staking Prohibitions in Response to Litigation”).

Negotiations 
• In 2022, YG and RRDC established a new YG-RRDC senior officials negotiation table.

The current focus of the table is on land planning and fish and wildlife management.
Major Projects and Initiatives 
• YG must develop a new proposal for the Pelly River crossing at Ross River by

November 2027.
• Aboriginal Relations and Community Services are working with the Town of Faro to

support consultation with the Kaska First Nations on the amendment of their Official
Community Plan.

• The 2020 Gateway Project agreement between YG and RRDC for the North Canol
Road and Robert Campbell Highway has yet to be implemented.

Approved by: 
 Justin Ferbey 2024 10 01        

_____________________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 
• The Government of Yukon, White River First Nation and the Government

of Canada are working together to advance shared interests and priorities.
• We have a bilateral government-to-government accord with White River

First Nation focused on capacity development, education, justice, health,
infrastructure, emergency planning, hunting and relationship building.

• We will work with White River First Nation and nearby First Nations to
find constructive solutions when issues arise in the overlapping areas of
their traditional territories.

Additional response: 
• We understand that White River First Nation signed an Impact-Benefit

Agreement with the Newmont Corporation regarding the Coffee Gold project.
• We are encouraged to see this positive example of a proponent and First

Nation working together to address their shared interests.
• We look forward to further consultation and discussion with White River

First Nation in the project’s regulatory phase.
• We have started consultation with White River First Nation on the

proposed Casino mine and look forward to further discussions as more
project details become available.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The proposed Casino mine will be the first project assessed via Panel Review under

the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA).
• This will require extensive consultation and accommodation with all affected First

Nations, including White River First Nation and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.

TOC



Session Briefing Note TAB 38 
Fall 2024 

White River First Nation – Issues and 
Initiatives 

Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: August 12, 2024 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 2 of 3 

Background: 
Government-to-Government Accord 
• On June 5, 2020, White River First Nation (WRFN) and the Yukon government (YG)

signed a government-to-government Accord that identifies priorities and action items
over a five-year term. The associated Action Plan was updated in July 2024 to
include additional items related to Highways and Public Works.

Bilateral and Trilateral Negotiations 
• WRFN and YG are in exploratory bilateral discussions to further understand WRFN’s

interests and investigate potential solutions.
• YG, WRFN and the Government of Canada are engaged in trilateral discussions on

shared priorities, with a focus on parks and protected areas and the Canada-US
border station.

Interim Protected Lands (IPLs) 
• Since 1989, approximately 136 land parcels have been protected for a future treaty

with WRFN. The current protection orders expire on March 31, 2025.
• It is anticipated that the continuation or potential replacements for the Interim

Protected Lands will be discussed at the trilateral table.
Major Projects 
• YG is working with WRFN and other affected First Nations to develop a disturbance

monitoring plan in accordance with the s.110a recommendation of the Coffee Gold
project decision document under YESAA.

• YG and WRFN are developing a project-specific consultation plan for the proposed
Casino Mine Project, which is currently in the pre-assessment phase of the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board’s process.
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Capacity Funding and Consultation 

• YG provides annual funding to support WRFN’s participation in YG’s negotiations and
consultation and engagement processes.

• YG also provides project-specific engagement and consultation funding in certain
scenarios

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 26  
_______________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 
• We are advancing bilateral discussions with the Taku River Tlingit on

several topics including a government-to-government agreement
guiding how we work together.

• As a part of these discussions, the Yukon government is considering a
land transfer.

• The potential land transfer relates to an 11.5 square kilometer area,
known as the Áashú [AH-shoo] Lands.

• It is located off the Atlin Road, within the Taku River Tlingit First
Nation’s asserted traditional territory and the Carcross/Tagish First
Nation’s Traditional Territory.

• These initiatives are intended to address the decision in the litigation
brought by the First Nation against the Yukon government in 2014.

If additional information is needed: 
• These discussions are not treaty or self-government agreement negotiations.
• We are consulting with Carcross/Tagish First Nation on potential

impacts to their treaty and Aboriginal rights should the land transfer go
ahead.

• No decision will be made about the land transfer before the
consultation with Carcross/Tagish First Nation is concluded.

• The proposed Áashú Lands transfer does not include lots held by private
landowners.

• The private lots would remain with existing owners and their access
would be maintained on a public road.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The potential transfer of the Áashú Lands was publicly announced by the Taku River

Tlingit First Nation (TRTFN) in their newsletter in 2023.
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• Carcross/Tagish First Nation (C/TFN) also distributed a letter to its Citizens about
TRTFN’s land interests in the Yukon in 2023.

• Several questions about the potential transfer of the Áashú Lands were raised during
the 2023 Spring and Fall Legislative Assembly sittings.

Background: 
• TRTFN is a transboundary First Nation based in Atlin, British Columbia. TRTFN

asserts a traditional territory in the Yukon that overlaps portions of the Traditional
Territories of C/TFN, Kwanlin Dün First Nation, and Teslin Tlingit Council.

Statement of Claim 
• In 2014, TRTFN filed a Statement of Claim requesting court declarations on three

matters: consultation on mineral staking and exploration, the proposed Atlin Lake
Campground and the issuance of hunting licenses and seals.

• The court granted two mineral declarations.
o Declaration 2 regarding mineral exploration is in effect and was addressed through

the implementation of the Class 1 notification system.
o A consent order suspending Declaration 1 from coming into effect is currently in

place. (Declaration 1 states that YG has a duty to consult TRTFN before granting
mineral rights. This is not possible under the current free entry system.)

• In July 2017, the Yukon government (YG) and TRTFN filed an Abeyance Agreement
with the Supreme Court of Yukon.

• Under the Abeyance Agreement each party agreed to provide notice prior to taking
steps on the other matters set out in the 2014 Statement of Claim.

• In March 2019, YG prohibited entry for mineral staking and land dispositions on the
Áashú Lands. Those prohibitions are in place until December 31, 2024.

• In Fall 2023, YG and TRTFN negotiators completed draft agreements to resolve the
litigation.

• YG temporarily paused consultation with C/TFN and discussion with TRTFN about
the agreements because of ongoing discussions with C/TFN on other matters and
election processes for both Nations.

Tripartite Negotiations and Tlingit Nation Rebuilding 
• TRTFN, YG and the governments of Canada and BC are engaged in joint

discussions on matters of priority to TRTFN.
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• TRTFN has informed YG of its ongoing engagements with C/TFN and Teslin Tlingit
Council to rebuild a Tlingit approach to governance. YG is providing support for
ongoing discussions among the Tlingit Nations.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 26 
_______________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended Response: 

• The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act
Oversight Group is a joint effort between the Governments of Canada
and Yukon and Yukon First Nations to oversee the YESAA process and
promote its ongoing improvement.

• It is a priority for the YESAA Oversight Group to seek efficiency and
certainty of assessment processes under the Yukon Environmental and
Socio-economic Assessment Act and support the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board’s ability to fulfil
their legislated responsibilities.

• The Oversight Group is making progress on an amendment to the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act.

• This amendment would provide a mechanism in which existing
projects requiring amendments or renewals of their authorizations
could be exempted from a new assessment if certain criteria are met
and affected First Nations consent.

• The Oversight Group continues to work with the Yukon Environmental
and Socio-economic Assessment Board to identify and advance other
improvements to the YESAA process and is supportive of YESAB’s
efforts to address their ongoing capacity challenges

Additional Response: 

• The Oversight Group committed to undertake a review of the
development assessment process set out in YESAA by 2027, as
outlined in their Terms of Reference.

• The Oversight Group will define the scope and approach for this
review.
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Context - this may be an issue because: 

• Industry representatives are monitoring progress on the proposed amendment to the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA).

• On May 5, 2024, the Yukon Chamber of Mines sent a letter to the Chair of the
Oversight Group outlining concerns with YESAB’s notice on YESAB’s current
organizational challenges and anticipated impacts on assessment timelines.

• YESAB continues to indicate organizational challenges to meet rules-based timelines.

Background: 
• The Oversight Group was established because of the YESAA Reset Memorandum of

Understanding ("Reset MOU"), signed in November 2017.
• The Oversight Group is composed of representatives from Canada, YG and the CYFN.

A representative from ECO represents YG.
• In 2018, the Oversight Group adopted joint priorities which focus on three main areas:

o revitalizing the YESAA Forum;
o improvements to consultation and engagement; and
o policy development and targeted technical working groups.

• YG and CYFN sent a joint letter to the federal Minister of Northern Affairs in December
2020 requesting a focused review of the YESAA.

• In February 2021, the Minister of Northern Affairs indicated his commitment to
working with members of the Oversight Group on amendments and renewals.

• The purpose of the review will be to propose amendments to address the need for an
assessment when a project’s authorization is amended or renewed.

• Yukon First Nations maintain that any decisions concerning determining the need for
an assessment of project amendments and renewals within First Nations’ traditional
territories will require the agreement of that First Nation. YG supports their position.

• The Technical Working Group, supporting the Oversight Group, held engagement
workshops with industry, First Nations, and other organizations on the targeted
YESAA amendment to address the assessment of amendments and renewals on
October 25 and November 16, 2022.
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• The engagement period closed December 2, 2022. A What We Heard report was
developed and shared with the Oversight Group.

• In fall 2023, the Technical Working Group completed a guidance document that
would address concerns identified during engagement and recommended to the
Oversight Group a small revision to the proposed amendment.

• The Oversight Group continues to advance the targeted amendment, while taking
steps to identify the requirements and process for initiating the full review of YESAA
and the Regulations to follow.

• A federal Memorandum to Cabinet is expected to be submitted by the Government of
Canada for the targeted amendment to YESAA in fall 2024; the federal government is
currently completing Crown consultation with First Nations on the proposed concept.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey 2024 10 07 
 ______________________       ___          __ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon supports the remediation of the Faro Mine,
including the appropriate assessment and licencing of remediation
activities.

• The Faro Mine Remediation Project’s environmental and socio-
economic effects are considered and evaluated through the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act screening
process.

• As a decision body for this project, the Yukon government is
consulting with the Kaska First Nations, Selkirk First Nation and Little
Salmon/Carmacks First Nation in a way that meets our obligations and
our commitment to build strong relationships with First Nations.

Additional response: 

• As with any project, we are committed to participation in all stages of
the assessment.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The project is of broad interest to Yukoners, particularly to the communities of Faro

and Ross River and other Kaska First Nations, Selkirk First Nation and Little
Salmon/Carmacks First Nation.

Background: 
Project information 

• The Faro Mine was an open pit lead-zinc mine that began operations in 1969.
• The site was abandoned in 1998 and is currently in care and maintenance.
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• In May 2018, the Government of Canada assumed responsibility for the care and
maintenance operations at the mine site.

• A Transition Agreement between the Government of Canada and YG was signed by
YG with the support and agreement of the Ross River Dena Council (RRDC) and
Selkirk First Nation (SFN).

• The Faro Mine Remediation Project is an important initiative of the Government of
Canada – Crown Indigenous Relations Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) – to
improve the existing conditions at the Faro mine site.

• The project includes active remediation for a 15-year period to stabilize contaminants.

Assessment process 

• The project proposal was submitted to the Executive Committee on August 27, 2019,
and after an extended adequacy review, screening of the project commenced on
November 21, 2021.

• On July 5, 2024, the Executive Committee issued its Final Screening Report and
recommendation. The Decision Bodies had up to 52 days (to August 27, 2024) to
decide if the Final Screening Report should be referred back to the Executive
Committee for reconsideration. Federal Decision Bodies subsequently extended this
deadline to September 27, 2024.

• On September 27, 2024, federal Decision Bodies referred the project back to the
Executive Committee for reconsideration. Reasons for this referral included:

o Anticipated challenges with implementation of some of the terms, particularly
term #2 related to water quality objectives.

o The need for clarifications on some of the terms.
o Outstanding concerns from First Nations, rasied with federal Decision Bodies

during consultation.
• Government of Yukon was prepared to accept the Final Screening Report but is

supportive of First Nations and federal Decision Bodies in referring the project back
for reconsideration.

• On October 2, 2024, the Executive Committee invited the public to provide comments
on the FSR and referral back until October 23, 2024. Government of Yukon plans to
submit comments by this deadline.
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Consultation with First Nations 
• The Government of Yukon is consulting Kaska First Nations, as the project is located

within the asserted Kaska traditional territory.
• Selkirk First Nation and Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation are being consulted as

well due to potential downstream effects from the Faro Mine on treaty rights.

Yukon Act amendment 
• An amendment to the Yukon Act gives the federal Minister responsible for Northern

Affairs the same powers with respect to a Type II site on federal land as the
responsible Minister in the Yukon government.

• This amendment was agreed to as part of transitioning the administration and control
of the Faro Mine site from the Government of Yukon to the Government of Canada.

• It brings together governance of the project, financial responsibility for the
remediation and statutory power to manage risks at the site under a single federal
Minister.

• This amendment was contemplated in the Faro Mine Transition Agreement, entered
into by the federal and territorial governments in 2020.

• The Government of Yukon was consulted.
• It is anticipated the amendment to the Yukon Act will be completed before the end of

this fiscal year.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 10 07  
_______________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister Date 

Executive Council Office 
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• Our government is taking a proactive approach to Casino’s proposed
access which includes the use of the Klondike Highway, upgrades to
the Freegold Road, and development of the Casino Road.

• There are potential benefits and impacts to existing public
infrastructure, and to First Nations interests and values.

• Our government is committed to not licensing another new heap leach
facility in the Yukon until the outcomes of an Independent Review
Board are incorporated, as appropriate, into licensing and enforcement
policies and practices.

Context - this may be an issue because: 
• The Casino Mine Project would be one of the largest mine projects in Canada and

will be the first Panel of the Board review undertaken since the enactment of the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA).

• The failure of Eagle Gold’s heap leach facility has brought new attention to
Casino’s proposed heap leach facility that, as proposed, would process
approximately 9.125 million tonnes (Mt) of ore per year for a total of 210 Mt over
the life of the mine, comparable to Eagle Gold’s licensed processing rate of ~10 Mt
per year for a total of 92 Mt of ore annually.

• Several recent Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board
(YESAB) assessments within the footprint of the Casino Mine Project access road
or mine site have recommended that projects not proceed, due to impacts to
moose and caribou, implying that a threshold for cumulative effects has been
reached.

Background: 
 Project Overview 

• The Casino Project (the Project) is a proposed large-scale copper, gold,
molybdenum and silver mine located approximately 150 kilometres northwest of
Carmacks in west-central Yukon.
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• It is owned by Casino Mining Corporation (CMC), a subsidiary of Western Copper
and Gold.

• The proposed mine, and its access road and infrastructure, are within the
Traditional Territories of Selkirk First Nation, Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation
and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and within the White River First Nation asserted area.

• Kluane First Nation Treaty rights may also be impacted by downstream effects.
• The mine would process about 145,000 tonnes of ore per day over a 27-year mine

life, making it the largest mine by production in Canada’s history.
• The project proposes a conventional open pit mining operation and processing

using a mill and flotation circuit and heap leach facility, and permanent storage of
tailings and waste rock in a large-scale tailings management facility (TMF).

• Proposed access to the mine would involve upgrading the Freegold Road (83
kilometers), and development of the 123 kilometers Casino Trail into an all-season
road.

• Approximately 188 trucks/day, (376 trucks round trip), would haul the processed
ore from the mine site to the Port of Skagway.

• The mine is expected to employ approximately 1,400 people during construction
and approximately 700 people during operations.

• As proposed, the mine requires the construction and operation of a 200 MW LNG
facility.

Panel Review Process 
• In 2014, the Casino Mining Corporation (CMC) submitted a Project Proposal to the

YESAB Executive Committee for screening.
• After two years in the Adequacy Review stage, the YESAB Executive Committee

determined that the Project requires a Panel review for the following reasons:

a) the project involves technology that is controversial in the Yukon; and
b) the project might contribute significantly to cumulative adverse

environmental or socio-economic effects in the Yukon.

• YESAB issued guidelines for the development of the Environmental and Socio-
economic Effects Statement (ESES) for the Project in 2016.

• In a letter to Casino Mining Corporation dated October 28, 2022, YESAB outlined
the reasons for their decision to revise the ESES guidelines. YESAB issued the draft
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revised ESES guidelines on January 3, 2023. The Government of Yukon 
Interdepartmental Working Group for the Casino Mine Project reviewed and 
provided comments on the guidelines on April 19, 2023. 

• YESAB issued the final revised ESES Guidelines on September 12, 2023. CMC
provided an updated schedule for their ESES Submission on August 11, 2024
indicating a submission date in July, 2025. Submission of the ESES will initiate the
panel review process.

• Yukon government attended several participant education sessions hosted by
YESAB on the development of key components of the panel review process,
including the Panel of the Board Terms of Reference and the determination of the
primary location of effects.

• Representatives from Yukon government, Canada, the governments of Selkirk First
Nation, White River First Nation, and Little Salmon Carmack’s First Nation, as well
as the Proponent, were unanimous in their view that YESAB should begin work,
and engage with participants, on a draft Terms of Reference in advance of the
submission of the ESE Statement. The Minister of the Executive Council Office is
the Government of Yukon decision body for a YESAB Panel Review.

• Other decision bodies will include Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation and several
federal decision bodies.

• The Panel will comprise three YESAB members, excluding the chair. Its
membership will be determined once the company files its submission.

• Details of participant funding and related processes for the Panel Review have yet
to be determined.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 10 0 7 
 _____________________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon is actively engaged in Yukon Water Board
proceedings as appropriate.

• Our government supports a regulatory process that meets the
commitments of Yukon First Nation Final Agreements and is grounded
in the principles of reconciliation.

Additional response: 

• The Government of Yukon aims to balance the conservation,
development and use of water on behalf of all Yukoners and
Canadians.

• We respect the quasi-judicial nature of the Board.
• It is important that governments and regulatory bodies operate within

their responsibilities to support predictable regulatory processes and
reasonable outcomes.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• On February 21, 2023, the Yukon Water Board (the Board) received an

application by Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation (LSCFN) pursuant to Chapter
14 of the LSCFN Final Agreement and ss. 16 & 19 of the Waters Act in relation to
the Type B water licence (QZ19-055) issued to the Mount Nansen Remediation
Limited Partnership (MNRLP) to determine whether:

• the licence should be amended in the public interest;
• the terms and conditions of the licence need to be reviewed due to

unforeseen impacts on LSCFN including the consideration of alternatives
and measures that can be taken to avoid impacts to LSCFN’s treaty rights;

• MNRLP is in compliance with the terms and conditions of the licence; and
• LSCFN is entitled to compensation under various provisions of Chapter 14

for loss and damage caused by MNRLP’s use of water under the licence
and MNRLP’s uses of water that are not covered by the licence.
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• LSCFN named three respondents to the application including MNRLP,
Government of Yukon (YG) and Government of Canada (Canada).

• Canada and YG submitted Reponses to the Board on December 28, 2023, and
LSCFN submitted a Reply to the Board on February 2, 2024.

• MNRLP applied for and obtained an amendment to its water licence to
temporarily increase the allowable rate of discharge from the water treatment
plant from 360 m3/day to 600 m3/day in October 2023.

• Due to LSCFN concerns communicated and reported in the media about
insufficient storage capacity for contaminated water, MNRLP submitted a further
application for amendment to its water licence. That amendment was granted by
the Board on March 27, 2024, and allows for the operation of a mobile water
treatment plant among other measures.

• The Water Board indicated that LSCFN’s application is likely to be heard in
January or February 2025.

Background: 
• In 2016, Canada initiated the sale of Mount Nansen due to a combination of

escalating remediation costs (paid for by Canada).

• In May 2018, the Supreme Court of Yukon approved the sale of the Mount
Nansen Mine site to Alexco Resource and JDS Energy and Mining.

• Under this arrangement, the Mount Nansen Remediation Limited Partnership or
MNRLP, a joint venture between Ensero Solutions (formerly Alexco) and JDS
Energy and Mining, is contracted to complete remediation work for the
Government of Canada, with input from YG and LSCFN.

• Canada and MNRLP entered into a Remediation and Security Agreement (RASA)
which describes how MNRLP shall implement a remediation plan at Mt Nansen.

• Canada, YG, and LSCFN entered into a Governments Agreement on June 13,
2019, describing how the governments will work together to implement
remediation of Mount Nansen.
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Recommended response: 

• We recognize the importance of working collaboratively with Yukon
First Nations and transboundary Indigenous groups to deepen our
understanding of their knowledge, values and perspectives so that our
actions and decisions respect and reflect these ways of knowing,
doing and being.

• We held numerous conversations with Yukon First Nations and
transboundary Indigenous groups, as well as across Yukon
government departments, to build an understanding of needs,
interests, values and concerns related to working with Yukon First
Nations knowledge.

• Together with an Intergovernmental Working Group, we are working
to identify prerequisites and milestones on the path to confirming
guiding principles, which will then support implementation priorities.

Additional response: 

• Seven Yukon First Nations and two transboundary Indigenous groups
identified representatives for an Intergovernmental Working Group so
far and we are working on recruiting additional members.

• We are advancing discussions and working toward technical and
policy solutions for the appropriate protection and management of
Yukon First Nations and Indigenous data and knowledge that has
been shared with the Yukon government.

Additional response (Science Advisor): 

• The Government of Yukon values the role of Western and Indigenous
science in an informed decision-making process.
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• While the Senior Science Advisor position is currently vacant, the
work to gather and apply good evidence continues across
departments and with partners.

• We intend to take this opportunity to reflect on how we might best
situate and support advancing science policy and practice priorities.

Context: this may be an issue because: 
• The Yukon government reiterated its commitment to this work in the July 2021

mandate letter; however, it was not included in the 2023 mandate letter.
• Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous groups wish to ensure that the

Yukon government proceeds in a way that respects the ownership, levels of
sensitivity, value and importance of their accumulated and evolving knowledge.

Background: 
• The Government of Yukon does not have a comprehensive corporate approach to

working with Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous groups to
receive and apply Traditional Knowledge for our actions and decisions.

• Beginning in late 2017, the Office of the Science Advisor led a comprehensive
pre-engagement process with Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous
groups, as well as Government of Yukon departments.

• A draft approach was brought to the December 2019 Yukon Forum, where
discussions reinforced the importance of this work, and the need to proceed
carefully.

• Invitations were issued to Yukon First Nations and transboundary Indigenous
groups in summer and fall 2021 for a formal Intergovernmental Working Group to
guide this work.

• Eleven members are delegated to the Intergovernmental Working Group so far,
representing seven Yukon First Nations (Champagne and Aishihik First Nations,
Carcross/Tagish First Nation, Kluane First Nation, the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk
Dun, Ross River Dena Council, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and White River First Nation)
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and two transboundary Indigenous groups (Acho Dene Koe First Nation and 
Gwich’in Tribal Council). 

• Working group meetings have focused on relationship and trust building; terms of
reference; goals, milestones, and related steps on the path toward guiding
principles; as well as on the group’s guidance and questions on developing
Indigenous knowledge protection and a tracking policy and technical solution.

• The Yukon government remains open to bilateral conversations with Yukon First
Nations that do not wish to participate in multilateral group discussions and to those
that are not ready to proceed with this conversation at this time.

• While these broader efforts and discussions continue, we are applying what we have
learned so far to other areas of work, including support for Indigenous-led research
and research methods, exploration of corporate training options for concepts related to
Indigenous knowledge ownership and control, and guidance for Yukon government
employees and external researchers on best practices for working with Yukon First
Nations and Indigenous knowledge holders and knowledge.

Senior Science Advisor 
• The Senior Science Advisor position is currently vacant. This provides the opportunity

to reflect on its mandate, scope, and where these functions are best situated in
government.

• The Indigenous Knowledge Policy Advisor will continue for the duration of the
incumbent’s term, and will be supported by other branches to continue ongoing work.

• Across government, many departments are taking steps to work respectfully with
Indigenous knowledge and knowledge holders, such as through the establishment of
Information Sharing Agreements that reflect Yukon First Nations’ rights to govern the
access to and application of their collective knowledge.

Approved by: 

 Justin Ferbey 2024 09 09 

_____________________________________ ___________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon is taking action to improve the territory’s
assessment and regulatory system.

• Assessment and regulation should be efficient, predictable and
grounded in the principles of reconciliation.

• The Government of Yukon is developing new minerals legislation and
new public lands legislation in close collaboration with Indigenous
governments.

• Since early 2021, the YESAA Oversight Group has been developing
an approach that would allow, with Yukon First Nations’ consent, an
exemption from assessment for projects that involve a renewal or
amendment to an existing authorization.

Additional response: 

• We are implementing priority actions from the Wetlands Stewardship
Policy, which was released in January.

• The Government of Yukon is committed to working with Yukon First
Nations, Government of Canada and relevant Boards and Councils to
ensure project proposals have effective Regional Land Use Plan
conformity checks.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• Industry groups have identified concerns around efficient regulatory and

assessment processes.
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Background: 
• A Steering Committee for New Minerals Legislation was struck in September

2021. It includes representatives of the Government of Yukon, Council of Yukon
First Nations (CYFN), Yukon First Nations governments and Transboundary
Indigenous governments.

• The Steering Committee for New Minerals Legislation is working to develop a
recommended framework for a new regime that will cover all aspects of new
legislation. Information from the public engagement and Indigenous consultation
period in 2023 is being considered by the Committee, and a What We Heard
document was released on August 27, 2024.

• The Steering Committee for New Public Lands Legislation developed options for
new legislation based on several key policy issues. The Yukon government
recently finished a public engagement and First Nation consultation period on the
options. The Steering Committee will reconvene in the coming months to develop
a recommended framework for a new regime, considering input received during
public engagement and consultation.

• The YESAA Reset MOU established the YESAA Oversight Group, with members
from the governments of Canada and Yukon, and CYFN. One of the YESAA
Oversight Group objectives is to look for improvements in its implementation.

• Consultation and engagement on a proposed approach to renewals and
amendments under YESAA occurred in early 2023. A draft Guidance Document
and Implementation Plan was developed and engagement with First Nations on
the approach to the targeted amendment is complete.

• Canada received the signed resolution from CYFN in support of the proposed
targeted amendment and will seek a Cabinet date for the amendment in fall 2024.

• The YESAA Reset MOU and the Oversight Group’s Terms of Reference commit
the Oversight Group to undertake a comprehensive review of the YESAA
development assessment process at least once every 10 years, beginning from
November 2017 unless the Parties agree otherwise. The first review is due in

TOC





Session Briefing Note TAB 54 
Fall 2024 

Youth Directorate Funding to 
Community Organizations  

Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office Date prepared: August 8, 2024 

Last Updated: October 2, 2024 
Page 1 of 4 

Recommended response: 

• The Youth Directorate supports programs and services that help youth
reach their full potential through mental health and wellness.

• The Youth Directorate provides more than $1.6 million annually to
youth-serving organizations and community groups through several
funding programs.

• The Confidence and Supply Agreement provides an additional $1
million per year to support youth mental health and wellness.

Additional response: 

• Our government is committed to organizations that provide valuable
supports and services to the territory’s youth and communities.

• Our contributions help these organizations keep Yukon youth engaged
and build better futures.

Context – this may be an issue because: 

• Additional funding to support youth organizations is an ongoing issue.

Background:  

CASA 
• The Youth Directorate was allocated $500,000 of CASA funding for three fiscal

years to provide additional funding support to five key youth organizations to
support youth mental health and wellness (2023–24, 2024–25 and 2025–26).

• For 2024-25, over $1.6 million in annual funding will be provided to the:

• Association franco-yukonnaise $32,860 total per year
o $31,000 operational funding + $1,860 CASA funding
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• BGC-Yukon – $479,140 total per year
o $297,000 operational funding + $182,140 CASA funding with additional

funding being to support a seven-day per week drop-in service.

• BYTE-Empowering Youth Society $384,000 total per year
o $304,000 operational funding + $80,000 CASA funding

• Heart of Riverdale Community Centre – $378, 000 total per year
o $298,000 operational funding + $80,000 CASA funding

• Youth of Today Society – $371,000 total per year
o $291,000 + $80,000 CASA funding

• The Department of Education is also receiving $500,000 in CASA funding to support
mental health in schools.

Funding Programs 

• The Youth Directorate provides up to $422,000 of annual project funding to support:

 The Youth Developmental Asset Program – $320,000 for youth activities,
training and employment for Kwanlin Dün First Nation and 16 Yukon
communities.  (see attached)

 The Youth Investment Fund – $102,000 for community-driven initiatives aimed
at marginalized youth ages 18 and under. (see attached)

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 09 24     
Deputy Minister        Date Approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response 

• The Government of Yukon is committed to working in partnership to
help youth succeed.

• We continue to support programs and services that promote wellness
and help youth to reach their full potential.

• This includes supporting initiatives that increase awareness of
available programs and services, empowering youth voices, involving
youth in developing programs directed towards them, and providing
opportunities for youth to contribute to their communities.

Examples include: 
• Community Partnership Table,  meets monthly to hear and/or provide current

updates to the group. 
• Strategy Tracking System  A YG strategy tracking system, developed by the

Territorial Youth Collective, was received in August 2024.
• Once placed on a sharable platform, this tracking system will be populated

by respective YG department policy staff.
• The tracking system will identify how all partners are addressing year-two

priorities and will be shared quarterly with the Territorial Youth Collective.
• Implementation Teams

• Yukon government representatives have also joined the Implementation
Teams.

• All Implementation Teams had their second meeting and are considering
the following potential projects:
Basic Needs/Community Safety
 working on a substance free Halloween dance in Haines Junction.
 researching community safety audits.

Mental Wellness/Land Stewardship 
 youth climate anxiety workshop.
 uplifting the next gen men positive masculinity groups.

Access to Education/Employment 
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 community dinners where youth work alongside a local chef to gain
culinary experience and food related trainings.

 community build where youth/community members come together
to build something like community garden, picnic tables, library
boxes.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• In July 2024, the Territorial Youth Collective released year-two priorities of the

Territorial Youth Strategy which may lead to questions about Yukon government
support to address these priorities.

Background: 
• In 2023, Communities Building Youth Futures, in collaboration with many diverse

stakeholders (young people, youth serving organizations, businesses, community
members and First Nations governments) created a draft Territorial Youth Strategy
consisting of youth identified issues with year-one priorities.

• The strategy is community-driven and includes Government of Yukon input from
various levels. The strategy’s vision is that all youth in the territory feel empowered,
have a positive sense of self, have mutually caring and fulfilling relationships, and feel
connected to and supported by their family, community and land.

• The six main priority areas in the strategy are called “Pathways to a Sense of
Belonging” and focus on: basic needs, community safety and harm reduction, mental
wellness and connects, access to learning and education, employment and career
opportunities, and land and stewardship.

• The intent of the strategy is to serve as a guiding document for decision-makers at all
levels and in all sectors and will be revised as needed on an ongoing basis at annual
Yukon Youth Summits.

• The primary organizations involved in the Territorial Youth Strategy included:
Communities Building Youth Futures, BGC Yukon, BYTE – Empowering Youth
Society, the Child & Youth Advocate Office and the Youth of Today Society.
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• In March 2024, the Tamarack Institute funding to Communities Building Youth
Futures ended so the entity changed their name to the Territorial Youth Collective and
is now part of BYTE – Empowering Youth Society.

• It is anticipated that there will be a future request for funding from YG to support the
operational funding of the Territorial Youth Collective.

Territorial Youth Strategy and Year-two priorities: 

• In April 2024, Premier Pillai and Minister McLean signed a declaration in support of
the draft Territorial Youth Strategy along with other Yukon leaders.

• Signatories of this declaration are expected to assist in, and support, the
implementation of this strategy.

• In July 2024, the final version of the strategy and respective year-two priorities were
publicly released.

• Year-two priorities align with the six pathways to a sense of belonging and include:
o housing security;
o funding for treatment centres and intervention supports;
o harm reduction supports;
o training for recreation capacity;
o healthy mentors and positive role models;
o mental health resources for remote communities;
o intergenerational connections;
o reducing stigma and increasing support for people struggling with mental

wellness challenges;
o sense of belonging in schools;
o alternative education;
o healthy relationships and consent;
o work-study opportunities;
o youth employment in remote communities; and
o land based programming and healing .

• The Youth Directorate manager will continue to be a member of the Community
Partnership Table and will be YG’s primary contact for the strategy tracking system.
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Topic: Current Yukon Water Board (“Board”) licence applications of note. 
QUARTZ UNDERTAKINGS 
APPLICANT DETAILS 
BMC – Kudz Ze Kayah • A new Decision Document (DD) was issued for the project on

March 7, 2024.
• The Type A water licence application went to public comment

in January 2023 with a deadline for interventions of May 5,
2023.

• The applicant responded to interventions and submitted
updated documents to the Board on July 15, 2024.

• The updated documents are being reviewed for adequacy.
Goldcorp Kaminak Ltd.- 
Coffee 

• The company submitted a Type A water licence application in
November 2023.

• Adequacy review of the application is underway with technical
review supported by external consultants.

Alexco Keno Hill 
Mining Corp. 

• The company has a Type A Water Licence and pursuant to its
water licence, submitted an updated Reclamation and Closure
Plan (RCP) and security costing on  November 27, 2023

• The Board is reviewing the RCP and security costing with the
support of external technical consultants.

CHAPTER 14 WATER USE DISPUTE 
APPLICANT DETAILS 
Little 
Salmon/Carmacks 
First Nation  

• In February 2023, Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation
(“LSCFN”) submitted a water-use dispute application under the
Waters Act and Chapter 14 of the First Nation Final Agreement
regarding the water licence at the Mt. Nansen mine site.

• The Parties to the Chapter 14 dispute are the LSCFN,
Government of Canada, Government of Yukon and Mount
Nansen Remediation Limited Partnership (licensee).

• Technical and compensation review is supported by external
consultants.

• A public hearing is tentatively scheduled for Q1 2025.
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HYDRO UNDERTAKINGS 
APPLICANT DETAILS 
Yukon Energy Corp. – 
Aishihik  - Five-Year 
Monitoring & Adaptive 
Management Plan – 
Review  

• Yukon Energy Corporation (“YEC”) has a Type A licence for the
Aishihik Generating Station.

• The Board’s review of the Five-Year Monitoring & Adaptive
Management Plan (“MAMP”) is currently underway.

• Pursuant to the water licence, YEC must submit a long-term
MAMP for review by December 31, 2024.

Yukon Energy 
Corporation – 
Whitehorse Rapids 

• Yukon Energy Corporation’s (“YEC”) current Type A water
licence expires May 31, 2025.

• A water licence application has not been submitted to the
Board.

• An external technical consultant will be required to support the
Board’s review of the application.

MUNICIPAL UNDERTAKINGS 
APPLICANT DETAILS 
Town of Watson Lake • The Town of Watson Lake’s current water Type A water

licence for the municipal water use and deposit of waste
expires January 24, 2025.

• The Town of Watson Lake has not yet submitted an application
to the Board.
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PLACER UNDERTAKINGS 
APPLICANT DETAILS 
Fellhawk Enterprises 
Ltd. 

• On October 6, 2021, the company submitted an application to the
Board for a Type B Water Licence and Class 4 placer land use
approval.

• The mining plan proposed works on mining grants currently
granted in another company’s mining land use approval.

• The Board denied the application for a Water Licence and
Approval.

• The company filed a petition filed in Supreme Court of Yukon on
August 30, 2022.

• The YSC found the Board’s reasons for decision were not
adequate and as a result the Court found the Board’s decisions
were not reasonable.

• The YSC ordered the Board to reconsider the application.
• The reconsideration is underway.

Statistics - Water Licence Applications 2013 to Date 
Year Type B Type A Total 
2014 120 4 124 
2015 133 2 135 
2016 123 8 131 
2017 135 7 142 
2018 121 5 126 
2019 102 7 109 
2020 116 5 121 
2021 93 6 99 
2022 108 3 111 
2023 88 4 92 
2024 78 0 78 

Statistics do not include plans submitted for review and approval by the Board. 
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Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey  2024 09 18  
_____________________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Electoral Boundaries Commission examined the current territorial
electoral district boundaries and tabled their final report on October 9,
2024 with suggested changes to the boundaries, and the number and
names of electoral districts.

• As required by section 418 of the Elections Act, our government
tabled a bill, the Electoral District Boundaries Act, reflecting the
recommendations of the Commission.

• Review of the electoral districts ensures that Yukoners have fair,
effective and balanced representation in the Assembly as the
territory’s population grows and shifts.

Additional response: 
• Updated electoral district boundaries will apply in the next election if

the required legislation is passed and a period of six months elapses
before the dissolution of this Legislative Assembly.

• I want to thank the Electoral Boundaries Commission for their hard
work. They conducted research and public hearings, listened to
Yukoners, and thoughtfully considered what is best for the Yukon.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• In the 2019 and 2021 reports, the Chief Electoral Officer recommended that a

Commission be established ahead of the next territorial general election.
• The boundaries recommended by the 2018 commission were introduced as

amendments to the Electoral Boundaries Act but were defeated by the
government.

• The Chief Electoral Officer’s reports recommend that other changes be made to
the Elections Act such as imposing restrictions on political parties and campaign
financing. The Yukon is the only jurisdiction in Canada without such limits.

Background: 
• Current electoral boundaries were established in 2008.

TOC



Session Briefing Note        TAB 58  
Spring 2024 

Electoral Boundaries  Executive Council Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared:  September 18, 2024 
Last Updated:  October 22, 2024  

Page 2 of 3 

• Three elections have been held using these boundaries (2011, 2016, 2021).
• The Elections Act provides that commissions should be appointed after every

second general election. A commission was appointed in 2017.
• The Yukon’s population has grown and shifted significantly since 2008.
• The growth of the Whistle Bend neighbourhood is one example where the

population has grown by over 3,700 in the last 16 years.
• The Commission proposes:

o to create two new electoral districts in Whitehorse - Whistle Bend North
and Whistle Bend South - that will provide representation to the Whistle
Bend population;

o to combine Watson Lake, Ross River and Faro into one electoral district;
o to divide Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes into two districts by:

 including Golden Horn with Mount Lorne, and Marsh Lake; and
 merging Teslin with Southern Lakes, Carcross and Tagish; and

o that Vuntut Gwitchin and the Klondike remain distinct districts.
o The proposed changes will increase the number of electoral districts in the

Yukon from 19 to 21 MLAs, 13 in Whitehorse, and 8 in rural Yukon.
• Small boundary adjustments to electoral districts in the City of Whitehorse are

also proposed to reflect population changes and the removal of Golden Horn.
• The proposed changes increase the number of electoral districts in the Yukon

from 19 to 21 MLAs, 13 in Whitehorse, and eight in rural Yukon.
• Nominees from each party represented in the Legislative Assembly were

appointed to the Commission in mid-December 2023.
• Members include:

o Chief Justice Suzanne M. Duncan, Chair, determined by legislation;
o Warren Holland – nominated by the Yukon Party;
o Patricia Cunning – nominated by the Yukon Liberal Party;
o Elizabeth Hanson, nominated by the Yukon New Democratic Party; and
o Maxwell Harvey – Chief Electoral Officer, Commission support
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• The Commission conducted research and held public hearings to prepare its
report and recommendations.

• 
Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey 2024 10 22 
________________________ 
Deputy Minister  Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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• Supporting sustainable, local businesses and helping them thrive is a priority of
this government. The Government of Yukon’s Department of Economic
Development offers several funding programs designed to assist businesses with
start up or new program costs.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 10 02 

Deputy Minister Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response: 

Media monitoring and transcription helps the public service make informed 
decisions.  

• In 2024, the Executive Council Office posted a Request for Proposals
(RFP) in response to feedback from the Opposition and several
government departments that the current media monitoring service
is not providing enough detail for the top of the hour broadcast and
the cost of transcripts for these short broadcasts is too high.

• We have chosen to terminate the RFP and continue our current
contract until March 31, 2026, as the contract states.

• We will work with procurement and the vendor to explore options to
improve this service, including addressing top of the hour summaries.

Additional response: 

• Transcripts of media coverage are for the use of Government of
Yukon staff for internal review, analysis and research.

• As a courtesy, we also provide several arm’s-length offices with
media monitoring services.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• Given opposition parties use the Government of Yukon’s media monitoring

services, they may be interested in any changes to the service.
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Background:
• When the last media monitoring and transcription services contract ended, the

department was required by government procurement processes to send out a
Request for Proposals.

• The most cost-effective and qualified supplier was awarded the contract.

• The current vendor is providing a similar service at a reduced price.

• While the previous supplier chose to provide verbatim transcripts of news
broadcasts in the media monitoring reports, the new provider considers them
transcripts and charges accordingly.

• When concerns were first raised about this change, the department worked with
the vendor to provide expanded descriptions of each broadcast in the report.

• We were unable to make any further changes within the scope of the contract at
the time.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 26 

Deputy Minister Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response: 

• Work continues on electoral reform, which will ensure that Yukoners
are best represented in this Legislative Assembly.

• On November 7, 2023, the motion to accept the Special Committee
on the Yukon Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform’s final report
was supported by a majority of this House.

• That motion enabled the creation of a Yukon Citizens’ Assembly on
Electoral Reform, which will recommend a model for electing
Members of the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

• They will table their final report to the Speaker of the Yukon
Legislative Assembly by October 31, 2024.

Additional response: 

• The Citizens’ Assembly is a representative body of all Yukoners with
two representatives from each of the 19 ridings.

• Participants were selected randomly with assistance from the Yukon
Bureau of Statistics.

• Almost 1,800 Yukoners declared their willingness to participate in a
Yukon Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform.

• Dr. Sara McPhee-Knowles is Chair of the Committee.
• The budget for this work was $240,000 in the 2023-2024 fiscal year

and $750,000 in the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• The motion to create the Yukon Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform was

passed in the fall sitting, and the final report is due October 31, 2024.
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Background: 
• The Official Opposition did not support the passing of the motion.

• Dr. McPhee-Knowles is not related to MLA Tracy McPhee

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey  2024 08 26 

Deputy Minister   Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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 Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon is committed to ensuring Yukoners benefit
from our natural resources.

• Through budget 2024/25, we enabled the creation of the Yukon Fund.
• This fund celebrates the Yukon’s 125th anniversary and is intended to

provide long-term financial benefits to future generations of Yukoners.
• We look forward to sharing more details about this exciting initiative

after public engagement and technical work is completed.

Additional response: 

• The fund will maximize the investment of revenues collected from
past oil and gas activities in the Beaufort Sea.

• Work is underway to outline the fund’s parameters and how it will be
managed.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• Premier Pillai announced the Yukon Fund on March 28, 2024, and committed to a

public engagement on it later this year.

Background: 
• The Yukon government signed the Western Arctic-Tariuq (Offshore) Accord with

the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation, Canada, and the Northwest Territories in
August 2023, which formalized resource revenue sharing from future oil and gas
exploration and development activities in the South Beaufort Sea.

• The conclusion of the Accord was a condition for Canada to disburse historical oil
and gas revenues, further to commitments in the 1993 Canada-Yukon Oil and
Gas Accord.
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• The Yukon’s share of historical revenues remains to be determined and is under
negotiation with the Government of the Northwest Territories.

• The Yukon Fund was announced in March 2023, with one dollar symbolically
allocated to establish the fund in Budget 2024-25.

• The Yukon government is preparing for a public engagement on the Yukon Fund
to obtain input on how to use, grow and manage the Yukon Fund.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 09 16 
Deputy Minister  Date approved 
Executive Council Office 

TOC



Session Briefing Note  ECO TAB 63 
Fall 2024 

Jim Smith Building 
Warming Centre 

 Executive Council Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai Date prepared:      January 9, 2024 
Last Updated:  October 03, 2024 

Page 1 of 2 

Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon is dedicated to improving the lives of
vulnerable Yukoners and committed to creating a safe, inclusive and
thriving downtown Whitehorse.

• In December 2023, the Government of Yukon announced the
Downtown Whitehorse Safety Response Action Plan, which was
updated several times to incorporate public feedback and findings
from a Coroner's Inquest.

• As part of this plan, our government executed a pilot project for a
warming centre in the Jim Smith Building from March 18 to May 17,
2024.

• During this time, Yukoners accessed a range of essential services,
including computer and internet access, printing, telephone, outreach
services, warming areas, snacks and beverages, harm reduction
supplies, period products, and washroom facilities.

• The warming centre pilot program was a success, and the
government looks forward to hosting people on the ground floor of the
Jim Smith Building again starting this winter.

Additional response: 
• We will continue to work with partner organizations like Blood Ties,

the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition, the Council of Yukon First Nations,
the RCMP, and numerous women's organizations to help make
Whitehorse safer for everyone.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
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• In late January 2024 the warming centre was announced by the Department of
Health and Social Services and the pilot began during the spring sitting.

Background: 
• The warming centre was opened, in part, because the Whitehorse Public Library

was closed from March to April to replace the carpets.

Approved by: 
Justin Ferbey     October 3, 2024 

Deputy Minister Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response: 

• The Government of Yukon regularly works with other governments, in
Canada and abroad, to advance our priorities and ensure our voice is
heard.

• We have strong relationships with other provinces and territories and
the federal government, and we look forward to continued
collaboration on shared priorities.

• Internationally, we are working to promote the Yukon as a place to
live, work, visit, and invest.

Recommended response (Western Premiers’ Conference): 

• As the Chair of Western Premiers’ Conference, I was proud to
welcome my counterparts to the Yukon this past June.

• Our discussions were wide-ranging and productive, covering issues
such as affordability, Arctic security, infrastructure, economic
reconciliation, and disaster preparedness.

• The Yukon benefits from working collaboratively with neighbouring
jurisdictions on issues of regional and national importance.

• Together, we called on the federal government to seize opportunities
for improved collaboration and ways to support the wellbeing, safety,
and prosperity of western Canadians.

• I also had the opportunity to bring Premiers on an excursion outside
Whitehorse, where they could experience our incredible landscapes
and history.
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• We were honoured to be joined by Deputy Ḵaa Sháade Héni
Lindstrom of the Carcross/Tagish First Nation on a visit to the Chilkoot
Trail National Historic Site.

• The full event budget for Western Premiers’ Conference was
approximately $48,000. This includes all venues, hospitality,
transportation, and delegate materials.

Recommended response (travel): 

• In-person engagements help to cultivate strong, productive
relationships with leaders across Canada and the world.

• There are costs and environmental impacts associated with these trips
out of territory.

• However, nothing can replace the value of looking people in the eye
and listening to what they have to say.

• We will continue to weigh the merits of travel carefully to ensure it is
cost-effective and environmentally responsible and advances our
objectives and priorities.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• Premier Pillai chaired the 2024 Western Premiers’ Conference, which was hosted

in the territory and received local and regional media attention.

• Engagements outside the territory may raise questions about costs and climate
(emissions) impacts.
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Background: 
• Since the conclusion of the previous sitting, Premier Pillai has participated in

intergovernmental engagements including:

o In May, Northern Premiers’ Forum in Pond Inlet, NU, with sideline meetings
in Iqaluit with federal ministers;

o Western Premiers’ Conference, which was held in Whitehorse on June 9
and 10, with an excursion for Premiers to the Chilkoot Trail National
Historic Site;

o Council of the Federation annual summer meeting, held in Halifax, Nova
Scotia on July 14 to 17, as well as the Premiers’ meeting with National
Indigenous leaders;

o Federal bilateral meetings, including with Minister Fraser (Housing,
Infrastructure, and Communities); Minister Anandasangaree (Crown-
Indigenous Relations); Minister Vandal (Northern Affairs); Minister LeBlanc
(Public Safety and Intergovernmental Affairs); Minister Miller (Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship); and Minister Joly (Foreign Affairs); and

o Diplomatic engagements, including meetings with the Ambassador of
France; Ambassador and Consul General of the United States; Ambassador
of Germany; Japanese embassy Deputy Head of Mission; and Canada’s
Ambassador-designate to Denmark.

• The Western Premiers’ Conference is an annual meeting of the Premiers of the
Yukon, the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba to discuss issues of common interest and concern.
Discussions included:

o Arctic security;
o Disaster preparedness and response;
o Housing and affordability;
o Electrification and energy security;
o Economic prosperity, including strategic infrastructure, economic corridors,

and Indigenous economic reconciliation;
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o Canada-U.S. relations; and
o Public safety.

• In addition to coordinating the business meeting, hosting duties involve arranging
social engagements for Premiers and delegates.

• As Chair, Yukon organized a private excursion for Premiers to the Chilkoot Trail
National Historic Site. A delegates’ tour to Carcross brought supporting officials to
the community for an afternoon.

• Premier Pillai also attended events in Normandy, France to commemorate 80th

anniversary of D-Day, alongside other Canadian and international leaders.
• In addition, Deputy Premier McLean participated in a mission to London, United

Kingdom with a number of Yukon First Nations leaders (see TAB 81: International
Engagements).

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2024 09 04 

_____________________________________ _______________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 

TOC



Session Briefing Note ECO Tab 68 
Fall 2024 

Federal Engagement Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: August 4, 2023 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 1 of 3 

Recommended response: 

• We advocate for the needs of Yukoners clearly and consistently to the
right people, all the way up to the Prime Minister, to secure important
federal investments and policy for the territory.

• Engagement with the federal government ensures that the Yukon’s
distinct perspectives are reflected in federal decision-making on issues
of national significance, such as Arctic security and sovereignty.

• We will continue to work with the federal government to advance the
Yukon’s priorities, including strong and sustainable health care, clean
energy, and infrastructure projects that support our prosperity and
growth.

Additional response (Yukon Days): 

• We continue to work with Yukon First Nations leaders to make our
voices stronger in working with the federal government on shared
priorities.

• This helps to ensure that federal decision-makers understand our
unique northern context, the issues of greatest importance to
Yukoners, and the home-grown solutions that can help tackle our
biggest challenges.

• I look forward to returning to Ottawa again this winter, alongside other
Yukon leaders, to advance our shared interests.

Additional response (Intergovernmental Forum): 

• The Intergovernmental Forum is an important table to advance the
implementation of Yukon’s modern treaties and self-government
agreements with federal ministers.

TOC



Session Briefing Note ECO Tab 68 
Fall 2024 

Federal Engagement Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Ranj Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: August 4, 2023 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 2 of 3 

• The last Intergovernmental Forum took place in December in Ottawa
as part of Yukon Days.

• I look forward to our next opportunity to gather with Canada and First
Nation Leaders for this important Multilateral Forum.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• A number of high-profile Government of Yukon projects and initiatives require

significant federal investment to be successful.

• Yukon Days is recognized as an annual engagement, typically held shortly
following the conclusion of the fall sitting.

Background: 
• ECO Intergovernmental Relations coordinates engagement with the federal

government on the Government of Yukon’s priorities.
• Recent areas of focus for federal engagement include:

o support for the Yukon government’s infrastructure priorities, notably clean
energy infrastructure (British Columbia-Yukon grid connect), the Yukon
Convention Centre, and the redevelopment of the Port of Skagway;

o regulatory efficiency, specifically the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic
Assessment Act targeted amendment on project amendments and renewals;

o Arctic security;
o funding for affordable housing; and
o measures to support critical minerals development.

• Yukon Days is a longstanding annual event to promote the Yukon’s priorities with
the federal government and focuses on Premier, Minister and Chief-level
advocacy on Yukon priorities with federal leadership.
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• This form of engagement helps to fulfil the Yukon government’s commitment in
the Yukon Forum Joint Action Plan to bring a joint voice to Canada on multilateral
initiatives.

• Dates for this year’s Yukon Days have not yet been confirmed, but will likely be
scheduled in early December, based on convention since 2018.

• The last Yukon Days meetings took place on December 4 to 6, 2023.

o On December 4, the Yukon’s Premier and several Ministers participated in
an Intergovernmental Forum meeting, alongside Chiefs and federal
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries.

o Further trilateral conversations occurred with select federal ministers to
support focused engagement on specific priorities, notably infrastructure,
housing, public safety, and mental wellness.

o Topics for the 2023 event included housing; the substance use health
emergency; land use planning; salmon management; Indigenous
languages; and emergency management and community safety.

• An Intergovernmental Forum was convened in December, 2023. The parties to
the Intergovernmental Forum Protocol did not all agree to define the Yukon Forum
held on September 5, 2024, as an Intergovernmental Forum.

Approved by: 

__Justin Ferbey______________________  _2024 09 19  
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date Approved 
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Recommended response: 

• The Arctic and Northern Policy Framework is the Government of
Canada’s vision for the North.

• Several of our government’s priorities are reflected in the framework,
including access to renewable and affordable energy, a safe and
secure Arctic region and investments in infrastructure that can
support healthy and prosperous communities.

• We continue to work with the federal government for the benefit of
northerners and all Canadians, within and outside of the scope of the
framework.

Additional response (engagement): 

• Our government’s strategies and priorities on issues from clean
energy to health care will continue to guide our work with the
Government of Canada, as we consider ongoing engagement on the
Arctic and Northern Policy Framework and its governance structures.

• On October 11, 2024, leaders from across the North are meeting to
discuss the implementation of the Framework, including Arctic
security, international policy, housing, and other regional priorities.

• Participating in these discussions is an opportunity to share our
interests with the federal government and other Northern leaders.

• We continue to encourage the federal government to match the level
of ambition in the Framework with the investments that the North
needs.

TOC



Session Briefing Note TAB 69 
Fall 2024 

Arctic and Northern Policy 
Framework  

Executive Council 
Office 

Prepared for Premier Pillai 
Executive Council Office 

Date prepared: August 16, 2024 
Last Updated: October 2, 2024 

Page 2 of 3 

Additional response (Yukon chapter): 

• The Government of Yukon has no intention of publishing a stand-
alone chapter. Ultimately, this is a federal policy tool.

• Through work with Yukon First Nations governments and public
engagement, we developed a set of strategies and action plans that
guide our work on issues such as health care transformation, climate
and clean energy and economic development.

• These offer “made-in-the-Yukon” approaches to solving the
challenges we face today.

• We will continue to engage with the framework as one of several
federal strategies that influence decision-making about northern
investments.

Context –this may be an issue because: 
• The annual Arctic and Northern Policy Framework (ANPF) Leadership Committee

Meeting will be held on October 11, 2024, in Iqaluit (hybrid meeting with virtual
participation).

• The Government of Yukon has not released a “partner chapter” to the ANPF
which could lead to questions on where we see ourselves in the framework.

• This was raised in the spring 2023 session.

Background: 
• The framework was released in September 2019 and sets out the federal policy

vision for Canada’s Arctic and northern regions to 2030.
• The federal government continues to engage with “partners” to the ANPF,

including territorial governments, several provincial governments (Newfoundland
and Labrador, Manitoba, and Quebec) and northern Indigenous governments and
organizations, on implementation.
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• There is no implementation plan, nor an investment strategy associated with the
Framework.

• While federal announcements occasionally include connections with the ANPF,
there is no dedicated source of funds to achieve the Framework’s objectives, or for
partner governments.

• “Partner chapters” to the ANPF were conceived as a way for Indigenous, territorial
and provincial governments to outline their priorities in the context of the
framework’s goals.

• A pan-territorial chapter was developed by the three territorial governments and
released at the same time as the federal framework.

• It highlights the key opportunities and challenges shared by the three territories,
such as infrastructure needs, limited fiscal capacity and collaborative governance.

• The Governments of Nunavut and the Northwest Territories, and the Inuit Tapiriit
Kanatami each released stand-alone chapters.

• The Council of Yukon First Nations (CYFN) is developing their own chapter for the
Arctic and Northern Policy Framework and received funding from the federal
government for this work.

• Where relevant and appropriate, the Government of Yukon continues to work
through ANPF mechanisms to advance the full suite of territorial priorities with the
federal government.

Approved by: 

       Justin Ferbey 2024 08 20 
_____________________________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response (Arctic security) 

• The Yukon’s security is key to our safety and prosperity.
• We continue to strengthen the lines of communication with the

Department of National Defence and Joint Task Force North.
• I was very pleased to see the announcement of Canada’s new

defence policy vision, Our North, Strong and Free, to be supported by
significant investment of $73 billion over the next two decades.

• What territorial leaders have been saying for years is resonating with
federal decision-makers: that we need a strong, modern military
capable of protecting Canada’s North in the face of global uncertainty
and volatility.

• I applaud Canada’s recent commitment to reach two per cent defence
spending by 2032.

• I look forward to continuing to work with Minister Blair and his
colleagues to increase the Armed Forces presence in the Yukon, and
to ensure that we benefit from future investments.

• The Yukon is strategically important, and needs more infrastructure
investment from Canada, and for the Department of National Defence
to have a close look at increasing the military personnel presence in
the Yukon.

• Right now, the Yukon Detachment has three members.
• We are proud of their hard work but know that there is interest to see

more of a presence in the Yukon.

Recommended response (Arctic Security Advisory Council) 
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• The Council is exploring not only the risks that the Yukon faces, but
also how we can leverage opportunities to support economic
development and infrastructure in our communities.

• I look forward to seeing the results of their work which will help shape
our strategic approach to these issues, support effective advocacy
with the federal government and identify opportunities for dual-use
infrastructure and other investments.

• We invited Yukon First Nations leadership to participate in this
conversation, and I look forward to further discussions with Chiefs on
this important issue.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• Security and defence in the North have a national profile in the context of the

ongoing invasion of Ukraine and increasing activity and interest in the Arctic by
Russia, China, and others.

• On January 5, 2024, the Premier announced the establishment of the Arctic
Security Advisory Council.

________________________________________________________________________ 
Background: 
Arctic Security 

• The Premier has had many engagements on this topic, including regular
connections with the Minister of National Defence and Joint Task Force North.

• Northern Premiers delivered consistent messages to the Prime Minister, other
Premiers, and other Arctic leaders about investments in Arctic security and the
connections between strong communities, robust infrastructure, and Canadian
sovereignty. Messages have focused on the importance of northerners driving
decision-making.

• Global relationships and geopolitics have changed since the invasion of Ukraine.
Russia is sanctioned and economically isolated and the high-level operation of
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the Arctic Council is on pause. Other forums, such as Arctic Circle and bilateral 
conversations with Arctic nations are filling in the diplomatic gap.  

• Operationally, YG maintains contact with the Department of National Defence and
Joint Task Force North in order to stay abreast of and influence the policy
implementation decisions and understand the operational conditions regarding
security.

Canada’s Defence Policy Update and NATO 2 per cent commitment 
• The federal government announced Our North, Strong and Free: A Renewed

Vision for Canada’s Defence on April 8, 2024.
• It will be implemented with an investment of $8.1 billion over five years, and $73

billion over 20 years.
• The policy recognizes the urgency and importance of asserting Canada’s

sovereignty in the Arctic and Northern regions, in the context of geopolitical shifts
and climate change which have created new threats.

• The investment spans a wide range of initiatives, including improvements to
Canada’s naval fleet; new satellite and cyber operations capacities; ocean
surveillance; and infrastructure and assets.

• It also includes $218 million over 20 years for “Northern Operational Support
Hubs” to expand the military’s presence in the North, and to establish or enhance
multi-use infrastructure that meets the needs of Northern communities.

• At Western Premiers’ Conference in June 2024, Premiers called on Canada to
work towards the NATO target of spending two per cent of GDP on defence.

• In July 2024, during the NATO conference in Washington, D.C., Canada made
commitments to reach the NATO two per cent goals by 2032.

Arctic Security Advisory Council 
• The Council is mandated to develop a report for government that will assess risks

across the Yukon security landscape; identify priority assets and infrastructure,
and future opportunities for dual-use infrastructure; and areas of focus for the
Yukon government’s work with the Government of Canada to enhance security
across the region.
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• The Council is chaired by Dr. Ken Coates (McDonald-Laurier Institute, Yukon
University), who specializes in Northern and Indigenous issues.

• Members of the Council include:
• Maj.-Gen. (Ret.) Derek Joyce, who served in the Canadian Armed Forces for

more than three decades;
• Dr. Heather Exner-Pirot, Senior Fellow and Director of Energy, Natural

Resources and Environment at the McDonald-Laurier Institute;
• Dr. Jennifer Spence, Arctic Initiative Senior Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy

School’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs; and
• Dr P. Whitney Lackenbauer, Canada Research Chair in the Study of the

Canadian North and a professor at Trent University.
• Yukon First Nations leaders were invited to recommend individuals to sit on the

Council; at this time, no nominations have been provided.

Approved by: 

 Justin Ferbey 2024 09 24  

_______________________________ _______________________ 

Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The Yukon’s international engagement helps meet labour force needs,
attract investment across our economy and ensures our voice and
values are heard in global discussions about the Arctic.

• Taking the Yukon abroad shows that we are serious about being a
productive partner in the global economy, including in critical minerals
supply chains. It also demonstrates that the Yukon is a place where
people from around the world can find success.

• We regularly host diplomats from other countries here in the Yukon,
giving us opportunities to create personal connections and showcase
what is exceptional about our territory.

• Throughout the past year, the Government of Yukon and Yukon First
Nations leadership have had strong engagement with a wide variety
of international partners, both in the Yukon and outside.

Additional response (UK Mission) 

• After my visit to London in November 2023, the High Commissioner
recommended that a larger Yukon delegation, including Yukon First
Nations leaders, would be well-received.

• In June of this year, in addition to supporting the opening of the
‘Honouring our Future: Yukon First Nations Graduation Regalia’
exhibition at Canada House, the Deputy Premier and seven Yukon
First Nations Chiefs and representatives met with government,
business, and institutional leaders in the UK. They also participated in
a media event with travel and leisure media.

• This was an outstanding opportunity to bring the Yukon to the UK and
for friendly and open discussions on further opportunities for cultural
exchange, while promoting the Yukon as a travel destination.
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• The UK is one of the top ten origin markets for Yukon tourism, and the
second European origin market.

• UK visitors look for authentic First Nations tourism experiences and
products.

• We are grateful for the participation of Yukon First Nations leaders
and their willingness to share their culture and stories as part of this
trip, showing reconciliation in action.

Additional response (Asia Mission): 

• The mission to Asia last September built on the significant
engagement we had with Japan and India through their diplomatic
corps in Canada over the last few years.

• Our extensive program of meetings with government and business
officials was the next step in strengthening these relationships.

• I am pleased that we were able to bring some Yukon businesses with
us, to help them get exposure to new markets and opportunities.

• We have kept the dialogue going with continued engagement from
the Japanese diplomatic corps in Canada.

• Despite the challenges at the national level with the Indian
government, we continue to look at business and human resources
opportunities with India.

Additional response (costs): 

• Government travel is essential to developing our relationships,
enhancing the Yukon’s profile and promoting new opportunities
abroad.

• Travel is managed under a longstanding government policy, the travel
directive. The directive sets out the authorities required for travel by
government officials, is based on principles of economy and efficiency,
and establishes rates for certain costs.
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• Airfares are booked at the best rate through our travel desk and the
travel agents we work with.

• Our choices for hotels are guided by whether those facilities have
been vetted by the Global Affairs missions in each country.

• We take their recommendations, and in many cases, we get preferred
rates or negotiate group rates.

• Most of the budget for international trips includes travel, hotel and per
diems. The remaining budget lines were costs associated with hosting
meetings and sponsoring events in each city.

• Ministerial travel expenses will be posted online as soon as they are
finalized. This normally takes around 90 days.

Context — this may be an issue because: 
• Questions on the mission to the UK may emerge regarding the amount spent and

value for money.
• There may be continued questions on the 2023 mission to Asia given continued

coverage of Canada-India diplomatic relations.
• There have been a number of diplomats who have visited the Yukon in the last

number of months.

Background: 

UK Mission 2024 

• A Yukon Delegation visited London, England on June 13 and 14, 2024.
Engagements included:

o Profiling Yukon First Nation culture at Canada House and supporting
the launch of the regalia exhibit;

o A business event hosted by the Yukon First Nations Chamber of
Commerce, in partnership with the Canada-UK Chamber of Commerce,
including senior representatives of Yukon businesses;

o Sharing cultural experiences at Parliament through the House of Lords;
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o Accessing Yukon cultural artifacts at the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford;
o A dinner with members of the High Commission and notable guests

from other civil society organizations, academia, and business; and
o Supporting the Yukon’s tourism sector through the collection of photo

and video collateral by Yukon North of Ordinary that can be used for
future opportunities.

• The total cost for the London trip was approximately $131,162.  This includes:
o ECO and Cabinet (travel, High Commission charge-backs): $37,452
o Tourism and Culture (travel, gifts and hospitality, Yukon North of

Ordinary participation):  $31,532.
o Economic Development (supporting Yukon First Nations and Yukon

First Nations Chamber of Commerce participation, Chamber breakfast
event): $62,178

o 

UK Mission 2023 

• A Yukon delegation visited Frankfurt and London November 24 to 30, 2023.
• Outcomes from Frankfurt included:

o Profiling the Yukon as a gold mining leader at the German Gold Show;
o Private conversations with industry; and
o Media.

• Outcomes from London included:
o Connecting with UK MPs and Ministers at Critical Minerals Day;
o Direct conversation with Canada’s High Commissioner to the UK, Ralph

Goodale;
o Speaking engagements, private meetings and media at the Mines and

Money @ Resourcing Tomorrow conference;
o Bilateral discussion with Rio Tinto; and
o Meeting with Canada UK Chamber of Commerce.

• The total cost for the Frankfurt/London trip was approximately $35,000. This
figure does not include the Economic Development sponsorships at the
conferences.
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Asia Mission 

• A Yukon delegation made a visit to Japan and India September 8 to 20, 2023.

• Outcomes and engagements in Tokyo included:

• Meetings with private companies (Mitsubishi Materials, DOWA Metals) and
government (JOGMEC, JOIN) on critical minerals investment;

• General business development with the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
in Japan;

• Meeting with Japanese Arctic interests to discuss clean energy and climate
change;

• Signing a letter of intent to support another special Aurora flight and
tourism to the Yukon; and

• Several tourism engagements with Japanese companies.

• Outcomes and engagements in Trivandrum:

• Meetings with the Chief Minister and several state Cabinet ministers on
health care, training and commerce;

• A letter of intent from the Yukon government to work with NORKA on a
targeted recruitment program; and

• In-depth tour of Technopark Trivandrum and exposure to many tech
companies working there.

• Outcomes and engagements in New Delhi:

• Meeting with the federal minister of mines;
• Engagement with Indian business leaders, including in tech; and
• Exposure to health training institutions.
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• The total cost of the Asia trip was $170,899.54, broken down as follows:

• ECO (travel, gifts and hospitality, charge-backs for embassy services,
Canada-India Business Council support): $111,556.53;

• Economic Development (travel, hospitality): $26,542.71;
• Tourism and Culture (travel, Tokyo event venue): $16,802.69; and
• Health and Social Services (travel): $15,997.61.

Approved by: 

Justin Ferbey 2029 09 11 
Deputy Minister  Date approved 
Executive Council Office 
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Recommended response: 
• Reconciliation is an ongoing process and a shared responsibility of all

governments and individuals in the Yukon.
• Our government is deeply committed to advancing reconciliation through

collaboration and partnership with Indigenous governments and groups.
• We continue to share our progress toward addressing the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action, most recently through a
progress report and Pathways magazine both released in Fall 2023.

• The magazine and report provided an update on the actions being taken
across the Yukon government and in collaboration with First Nation
governments and groups in areas including child welfare, health, education
and justice.

Additional response: 
• The Government of Yukon and Yukon First Nation governments are leaders

in demonstrating a collaborative approach to reconciliation.
• While there is still work to do, targeted investments are resulting in

meaningful change and creating better programs and services for all
Yukoners.

• We will continue our collaborative work to implement and report on the Calls
to Action, including through work on the Yukon Forum joint priorities and by
implementing the Putting People First recommendations.

Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The 2023 mandate letters include a commitment to fulfill the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission’s (TRC’s) Calls to Action.
• The 2023 Confidence and Supply Agreement includes a commitment to working with

Yukon First Nations to continue to implement the recommendations of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission through targeted investments.
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Background: 
• The TRC report Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future was released in 2015

and contains 94 Calls to Action on redressing the harms resulting from Residential
Schools and creating better relations between the federal, provincial and territorial
governments and Indigenous Peoples. There are 32 Calls to Action that relate directly
to YG.

• The Government of Yukon and Yukon First Nations (YFNs) collaborated on
addressing the Calls to Action under the 2017 Yukon Forum Joint Priority Action Plan
and through other reconciliation initiatives, such as supporting the important work of
the YFN-led Yukon Residential Schools and Missing Children Project.

• The Government of Yukon has taken additional steps to address the Calls to Action,
including:
o establishing the position of Assistant Deputy Minister of First Nations Initiatives at the

Department of Education, signing an agreement to establish a YFN School Board and
entering into education agreements with all YFNs (speaks to Calls 7 and 10 directed
to the federal government);

o supporting Indigenous athletes and the North American Indigenous Games (Call 88);
o implementing the YFN Procurement Policy (relates to Call 92) and the Representative

Public Service Plan: Breaking Trail Together (relates to Call 7);
o working with YFNs and Yukon Indigenous women’s groups to implement the Yukon’s

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and 2-Spirit+ People Strategy
(MMIWG2S+ Strategy) (relates to Call 41);

o participating at the Trilateral Table on the Wellbeing of YFN Children and Families to
address gaps for culturally appropriate parenting programs (Call 5); and

o receiving input from YFNs on Health and Social Services programming through the
Mental Health Advisory Committee (relates to Call 19).

Approved by: 

    Justin Ferbey         2024 08 20 
_______________________________ _________________ 
Deputy Minister, Executive Council Office Date 
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Recommended response: 

• The 2024-25 Supplementary Estimates No. 1 forecasts an overall
gross increase of $150.1 million in O&M spending, with an offsetting
increase of $20.7 million in recoveries. The net increase in new O&M
spending is forecast at $129.4 million.

• Capital spending for Supplementary Estimates No. 1 reflects a slight
overall gross decrease of $299,000 in spending and a $4.2 million
decrease in recoveries, resulting in a net increase in spending of $3.9
million. These adjustments are mainly the result of updated of
cashflow forecasts for various projects.

• Revenues are projected to decrease by $8.8 million, primarily due to a
revenue forecast update from Canada which revised the projection for
Corporate Income Tax downward by $6.7 million as well as a
reduction in royalty payments from Victoria Gold of $2.5 million. This
is partially offset by a $350,000 increase for driver licenses due to
recently increased fees.

• The Yukon government continues to maintain a surplus. As part of the
2024-25 Main Estimates, the Yukon government budgeted for a $50
million contingency to address emergency pressures. $50 million of
the contingency has been applied towards the pressures identified in
the Supplementary Estimates No. 1.

• The use of the contingency fund allows the government to present a
revised surplus of $75.4 million as part of these Supplementary
Estimates. Changes in the Supplementary Estimates result in a revised
year-end net debt of $530.4 million
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Additional response: 

• The Supplementary Estimates reflect an O&M increase mainly for:
o $50 million for payments to the Receiver for environmental

protection work at the Eagle Gold Mine;

o $34 million for pressures in Insured Health reflecting support for
the wellbeing of Yukoners;

o $21 million for wildland firefighting costs in response to the
significant fire season experienced in the territory and which
helped ensure the safety of Yukoners; and

o $10 million for various Yukon Hospital Corporation funding
requirements including the added O&M costs of converting ten
beds at the Thompson Centre for Acute Care use.

• For the Supplementary Estimates, updates to the 2024-25 Capital
Plan have resulted in a decreased allocation of $299,000. Notable
changes include:

o $1.9 million towards the completion of the Mental Wellness Unit
at Whitehorse General Hospital;

o $1.9 million for long-term and acute care bed optimization at
Whistle Bend Place and Whitehorse General Hospital;

o Decrease of $3.2 million due to cash flow revisions for the
construction of the school in Burwash Landing;

o Decrease of $600 thousand for the creation of new campsites
aligning costs with the revised project timeline.
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• There is an increase of 46.6 in FTEs (Full Time Equivalents) for
Supplementary Estimates No. 1. These are primarily to hire new long-
term care staff in support of additional care beds at Whistle Bend
Place, for the Aging with Dignity initiative and new FTEs for schools
including teachers, clerical and custodial staff.

• There is also an increase in FTEs related to a transfer in the Capital
Planning Office from Highways and Public Works capital budget to
Finance in the O&M budget.

Corporate approach to fiscal sustainability: 

• We continue to work to ensure that government spending is allocated
in a way that meets key priorities and long-term goals.

• To meet these priorities, departments continue to follow established
processes to ensure that funding is distributed efficiently and
effectively across public services and programs.

• This means regular financial scrutiny is applied to decision-making
and that new requests for funding are approved in a financially
sustainable way, while continuing to provide the services that
Yukoners expect.

• This coordinated approach to funding ensures that government can
respond to new and evolving challenges, while managing resources
responsibly.
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Context—this may be an issue because: 
• The 2024-25 Second Appropriation Act is tabled in the fall session and will be the

subject of debate.

Background: 
• Supplementary Estimates are used annually by a government to account for

unforeseen spending at the time of tabling the annual Budget. It is common to
have one or two spending updates throughout the fiscal year.

• They are tabled during the fall and spring sessions, debated and voted on in the
legislature and provide departments with increased spending authority for O&M
and Capital for the current fiscal year.

Approved by: 

         Jessica Schultz September 19, 2024 

 _______________________________ _______________________ 

Deputy Minister, Finance  Date approved 
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