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The Yukon General Election held November 20, 1978, was
the first election in twenty-four years to be administered
locally under Yukon legislation. Following the 1954 election,
elections were conducted under the Canada Elections Act and
administrative responsibility was transferred to the Chief
Electoral Officer of Canada.

As the years passed it became evident that a positive step
in the constitutional development of Yukon would be to resume
this function. Accordingly, the 23rd Legislative Assembly passed
the Elections Ordinance, 1977, which established the necessary
legal basis for the local administration of elections.

Pursuant to this ordinance an Elections Board was appointed
and given responsibility for the general direction of and super-
vision over the elections process. The Board, appointed May 16,
1978, is comprised of Chairman Paul Birckel of Whitehorse, Mary
McCulloch of Watson Lake and Richard Wallingham of Mayo. The
Board hired W.H. "Bi11" MacDonald of Ladysmith, B.C. to act as
Administrator of Elections and, as such, to carry on the
day-to-day activities assigned by the Board.

In 1974, twelve Members were returned to the Legislature.
However, as an additional constitutional measure, the 23rd
LegisTative Assembly increased the number of seats to sixteen.
The election itself was of historic significance due to the
emergence of party politics on a formal basis for the first time.

The Elections Board would like to extend its thanks to
Mr. MacDonald, the sixteen Returning Officers and all other
election officials for their very commendable work which they
undertook both efficiently and cheerfully.

Paul Birckel, Chairman
Yukon Elections Board



RECAPITULATION -AND COMPARISON

1974 - 1978 General Elections

1978 1974
Number of electoral districts 16 12
Number of polling divisions 77 73
Number of candidates 52 38
Number of electors on lists 11,051 9,542
Number who voted 7,783 6,145
Proportion of electors who voted 70.43% 64.40%
Number of rejected ballots 49 (.63%) 54 (.88%)
Number of proxy certificates issued ‘ 202 ---
Number of proxy certificates used 177 -—-
Number who voted at advance polls -——- 159
Proportion of voters who used proxies 2.27% ---
Proportion of voters who used advance polls -—-- 2.59%
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