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OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER OF YUKON
Box 2703
Whitehorse, Yukon
Y1A 2C6

Hon. Sam Johnston

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I have the privilege to submit the Report of the Chief Electoral Officer
concerning the General Election which was held on Monday, May 13, 1985.
This report has been prepared pursuant to subsection 65(8) of the

Elections Act.

I would like to acknowledge, in this letter, the efforts of all election
officers in the conduct of their duties. In particular, I beljeve that
the Administrator of Elections, Jo-Ann Waugh, and all returning officers
should be commended for the professionalism and good humour they exhibited
during the course of this general election.

Yours sincerely,

Patrick L. Michael
Chief Electoral Officer



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
Election Summary 4
Summary of Results 7
Recapitulation and Comparison 8
(1982 - 1985 General Elections)
Map of Electoral Districts 9
Results by Electoral District
01d Crow 10
Klondike 11
Mayo 12
KTuane 13
Faro 14
Tatchun 15
Campbell 16
Watson Lake 17
Hootalinqua 18
Whitehorse West 19
Whitehorse Porter Creek East 20
Whitehorse Porter Creek West 21
Whitehorse North Centre 22
Whitehorse South Centre 23
Whitehorse Riverdale North 24

Whitehorse Riverdale South 25



ELECTION SUMMARY

A writ of election dated April 12, 1985, was 1issued by the
Commissioner of Yukon pursuant to Section 15 of the Elections Act to
each of the 16 Returning Officers.

Nomination Day was Monday, April 22, 1985. A total of 44 candidates
were nominated to contest the election. The distribution of nominated
candidates by political parties registered under the Elections Act or
by political affiliation is as follows:

- Yukon Liberal Party 8
- Yukon New Democratic Party 16
- Yukon Territorial Progressive
Conservative Party 16
- Independents 4

No candidates withdrew their nominations and no candidates were
elected by acclamation.

Polling Day was Monday, May 13, 1985. There were 13,530 electors
entitled to vote of which 10,607 cast ballots.

Advance Polls were held in the 16 electoral districts on Sunday,
May 5 and Monday, May 6, 1985. A total of 495 ballots were cast at
the 20 Advance Polls established throughout Yukon.

There were 178 electors absent from Yukon on polling day who cast
ballots through the appointment of proxy voters.

Mail-in ballots were provided, pursuant to Section 55.3 of the
Elections Act, to 4 electors in the Whitehorse General Hospital and
2 electors in the Whitehorse Correctional Institute. The total number
of mail-in ballots cast by electors in those two institutions was 5.

Extraordinary measures were ordered by the Chief Electoral Officer,
pursuant to subsection 5(2) of the Elections Act, on two occasions where
it was determined that significant numbers of electors would not have



access to polling places during the advance and regular polls. In polling
division 3 in the Electoral District of Klondike there were 36 electors
who, due to spring breakup, did not have access by river or road to
the polling place in Dawson City. In polling division 1 in the Electoral
District of 01d Crow there were 25 electors who flew to the 01d Crow
Flats on April 28 in order to pursue their annual tradition of trapping
muskrats. Since they remained on the Flats until after May 13 they
were not able to attend either the advance or regular polls. An extension
of the advance poll was ordered in both cases and each returning officer
arranged for an aircraft to take a deputy returning officer and poll
clerk with a ballot box to the locations where the affected electors
were situated. The number of electors who cast their ballots by this
method were 31 in the Electoral District of Klondike and 25 in the
Electoral District of 01d Crow.

On May 10, 1985, the Chief Electoral Officer was ordered, by decision
of Maddison, J. of the Supreme Court of the Yukon Territory to add the
name of Arnold David Hedstrom to the 1ist of electors for the Electoral
District of Whitehorse South Centre. Mr. Hedstrom had successfully
petitioned the Court on the basis that the one year residency requirement
for electors as found 1in paragraph 18(1)(c) of the Elections Act was
in violation of his right to vote as guaranteed by Section 3 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. In addition, Maddison, J. found
that paragraph 18(1)(c) is of no force and effect. This finding did
not result in any other person who had been resident in Yukon for Tless
than a year being granted the right to vote because the decision was
handed down after the conclusion of revision hearings. It was, therefore,
not possible for anyone to have his name placed on the 1ist of electors
and, since there is no provision for swearing-in at the polls, there
was no legal authority by which such a person could have been issued
a ballot paper.

Judicial recounts were required, pursuant to subsection 61(b) of
the Elections Act, for the Electoral Districts of 01d Crow and Watson
Lake because, in each case, the difference between the winning candidate
and the candidate with the second highest number of votes was Tess than



ten. The judicial recounts were both held on May 23, 1985. There was
no change in the results for the Electoral District of 01d Crow. The
only amendment to the results for the Electoral District of Watson Lake
was that one vote which had been cast for the candidate with the fourth
highest number of votes was rejected.

The returns to the writs of election for the Electoral District
of 0ld Crow and Watson Lake were made on May 23, 1985, immediately
following the judicial recounts. The Returning Officers for the Electoral
Districts of Hootalinqua and Campbell made returns to the writs of
election on May 28, 1985, and returning officers for the remaining 12
electoral districts made returns to the writs of election on May 27,
1985.



SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Political Affiliation

Yukon Liberal Party

Yukon New Democratic Party

Yukon Territorial Progressive
Conservative Party

Independent

TOTAL

Candidates Votes Percentage
Nominated Elected Received of Votes
8 2 806 7.64
16 8 4,335 41.10
16 6 4,948 46.91
4 0 458 4.35
;Z ;ﬁ 10,547 100.00



RECAPITULATION AND COMPARISON

1982 - 1985 General Elections

1985 1982
Number of electoral districts 16 16
Number of polling divisions 70 70
Number of candidates 44 51
Number of electors on preliminary lists 12,823 12,855
Number of electors added at revision 706 435
Number of electors on official lists 13,530 (NOTE 1) 13,290
Proportion of electors added at revision 5.22% 3.27%
Number of electors who voted 10,607 10,462
Proportion of electors who voted B 78.40% 78.72%
Number of electors who voted at an advance poll 495 (1974-159[NOTE 2])
Proportion of electors who voted at an advance poll 4.67% (1974-2.59%)
Number of electors who voted by mail-in 62 —_
Number of electors who voted by proxy 178 466
Proportion of electors who voted by proxy 1.68% 4.45%
Number of rejected ballots 60 (.57%) 46 (.44%)
Number of judicial recounts 2 2

NOTE 1: One elector added by Supreme Court Order, May 10, 1985

NOTE 2: Advance polls were not held in the general elections in 1978 and 1982.
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