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Immunocompromised – COVID-19 Vaccine 3rd dose 
 
Clients with moderate to severe immunosuppression in the Yukon will be offered a 3rd dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine beginning the week of September 20th 2021. This recommendation 
comes from the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI), a/CMOH Dr. Catherine 
Elliot and the Yukon Immunization Program.  
 

Below is a list of eligible conditions (with explanations and examples) that are being used to 
define moderately to severely immunocompromised individuals.  
 

 Active treatment for solid tumour malignancies  
o Two major types of solid tumors are sarcomas and carcinomas 

 Sarcomas are tumors in a blood vessel, bone, fat tissue, ligament, lymph 
vessel, muscle or tendon. 

 Carcinomas are tumors that form in epithelial cells. Epithelial cells are 
found in the skin, glands and the linings of organs. 

o Active treatment includes chemotherapy, molecular therapy, immunotherapy, 
targeted therapies including CAR-T, monoclonal antibodies, hormonal therapy 
radiation therapy 

o Individual must be undergoing active treatment OR were undergoing active 
treatment at the time of first or second dose 

  

 Active treatment for hematologic malignancies  
o Hematologic malignancies: cancers that affect the blood, bone marrow, and lymph 

nodes (leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma)  
o Active treatment includes chemotherapy, molecular therapy, immunotherapy, 

targeted therapies including CAR-T, monoclonal antibodies, hormonal therapy 
radiation therapy 

o Individual must be undergoing active treatment OR were undergoing active 
treatment at the time of first or second dose 

 

 Receipt of solid-organ transplant and taking immunosuppressive therapy 
o Types of solid-organ transplant; kidney, liver, heart, pancreas, lung, intestine  

 

 Receipt of chimeric antigen receptor (CAR)-T-cell therapy  
o new treatment for types of leukemia and lymphoma 
o e.g., ABECMA, Kymriah, Yescarta 

 

 Receipt of hematopoietic stem cell transplant (within 2 years of transplant) or taking 
immunosuppression therapy  

o Commonly referred to as bone marrow transplant 
o Must be within 24 months of transplant or are still taking immunosuppressant 

medications related to transplant 
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 Moderate to severe primary immunodeficiency  
o Primary immunodeficiency is a group of more than 400 rare, chronic disorders 

caused by hereditary or genetic defects  
o e.g., DiGeorge syndrome, Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome 

 Stage 3 or advanced untreated HIV infection and those with acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome 
 

 Active treatment with the following categories of immunosuppressive therapies:  
o anti-B cell therapies (monoclonal antibodies targeting CD19, CD20 and CD22) 

 i.e., rituximab, ocrelizumab, ofatumumab, obinutuzumab, ibritumomab, 
tositumomab, epratuzumab, MEDI-551, belimumab, BR3-Fc, AMG-623, 
atacicept, anti-BR3, alemtuzumab 

 Clients are eligible if they received treatment of the above medications up 
to 12 months prior to their initial dose (i.e. January 2020) 

o high-dose systemic corticosteroids  
 (e.g., a prednisone dose of ≥ 2 mg/kg per day or ≥ 20 mg per day for ≥ 14 

days)  
 Others include dexamethasone, hydrocortisone, methylprednisolone 

o alkylating agents (e.g. cyclophosphamide) 
o antimetabolites (e.g. methotrexate, hydroxyurea) 
o tumor-necrosis factor (TNF) inhibitors 
o other biologic agents that are significantly immunosuppressive. (e.g., cancer 

chemotherapy, radiation therapy, cytotoxic drugs, calcineurin inhibitors, biological 
response modifiers and antibodies that target lymphocytes). Clients are eligible if 
they have taken the below medications in the last year, or have had radiation in 
the last 6 months. 

 Biologics: abatacept, adalimumab, anakinra, benralizumab, brodalumab, 
canakinumab, certolizumab, dupilumab, etanercept, fingolimod, 
golimumab, guselkumab, infliximab, interferon products (alpha, beta, and 
pegylated forms), ixekizumab, mepolizumab, natalizumab, omalizumab, 
resilizumab, risankizumab, sarilumab, secukinumab, siponomod,  
tildrakizumab, tocilizumab, ustekinumab, or vedolizumab 

 Oral immune-suppressing drugs: azathioprine, baricitinib, 
cyclophosphamide, cyclosporine, leflunomide, dimethyl fumerate, 
everolimus, mycophenolate, sirolimus, tacrolimus, tofacitinib, upadacitinib, 
methotrexate, dexamethasone*, hydrocortisone*, prednisone*, 
methylprednisolone*, or teriflunomide  

 Immune-suppressing Infusions/injections: cladribine, cyclophosphamide, 
glatiramer, methotrexate  

 
 
 
 
*Must meet the criteria as defined in “high-dose systemic corticosteroids” section 
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If you require further clarity whether an individual meets these criteria, call the Yukon 
Immunization Program: 

Marija Pavkovic RN, BScN, MPH(c) 
A/Immunization Program Manager 
C. 867-336-2265 

Shellby Fulton BScN, RN 
Community Health Nurse - Immunization Program 
C. 867-332-7361 







What are the side effects of the vaccine? 
After getting vaccinated, it’s common to have temporary side effects. These can last a few hours to a few days 
after vaccination.
This is the body’s natural response, as it’s working hard to build protection against the disease.
Common vaccine side effects may include:
Symptoms at the injection site, such as:
• redness
• soreness
• swelling
Flu-like symptoms such as:
• chills
• fatigue
• joint pain
• headache
• mild fever
• muscle aches

Rare vaccine side effects
Rare reactions that have been reported and confirmed after taking a mRNA vaccine are:
Myocarditis (inflammation of the heart muscle) and pericarditis (inflammation of the lining outside the heart). 
This reaction was not seen in any children age 5 to 11 in the clinical trials. In those age 12 and up who had 
this rare reaction, most had mild illness, responded well to treatment and rest and fully recovered. Read our 
heart inflammation information sheet online at www.yukon.ca/en/heart-inflammation-and-covid-19-mrna-
vaccines.
Severe allergic (anaphylaxis) reaction following vaccination is also very rare.
Serious side effects are rare. If you develop serious side effects or a severe allergic reaction (including hives, 
swelling of your face, tongue or throat, or difficulty breathing) seek medical attention or call 911 right away. 

Why and how was a COVID-19 vaccine developed so much faster than usual? 
The efforts to find a vaccine for COVID-19 have been on a scale that’s never been seen before. With so many 
resources put towards it, this vaccine was developed in record time. While the need to deliver the vaccine 
quickly was important, no steps in the approval process were missed. Instead, with more resources came fast-
er results.

Appointments
Appointment dates and times will be available online at www.yukon.ca/this-is-our-shot. Clinic information 
will be posted as soon as it is scheduled. You can also call the COVID-19 InfoLine for information on clinic 
dates at times at 1-877-374-0425.

Questions?
I have questions about the vaccine, where can I learn more? 
Having questions about vaccination is normal. You can learn more by reading our COVID-19 mRNA vaccine 
information sheet for ages 5 to 11 (www.yukon.ca/en/vaccine-information-5to11) to help decide if vacci-
nation is the right choice for you and your family. Your health-care provider is a great trusted source. Don’t 
hesitate to ask them your questions.

When you look for information online, make sure it’s from a trusted source. Examples are the federal or Yukon 
government health websites. 

To read about the Health Canada recommendation visit: 
covid-vaccine.canada.ca/comirnaty/product-details November 2021

Tips for side effects: 
• If your child has a sore arm you can apply a cool, 

damp cloth or wrapped ice pack.
• If your child has pain or fever, you can provide  

medication such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen. 













JANSSEN COVID-19 Vaccine after Care 

For ages 18 and up 

 

Wait at the clinic for at least 15 minutes after receiving your vaccine. You may be asked to wait 30 
minutes if there is concern about a possible vaccine allergy. Expected vaccine side effects: 

You may experience the following side effects a day or two after getting the vaccine 

 Pain redness or swelling at the injection site 
 Other symptoms may include tiredness, headache, muscle pain, joint pain, chills, and fever. 

Tips for side effects 
 Pain, swelling or redness: apply a cool, damp cloth or wrapped ice pack. 
 Pain or fever: take medication such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen. Check with your 

healthcare provider if you need advice about medication. 

 

Rare Events after getting a vaccine 
If you experience any of these symptoms: seek medical attention right away 
Rare cases of serious blood clots and/or bleeding have been reported. 
Monitor for 4 to 28 days after vaccine: 

• Severe headache that does not go away 
• Seizure 
• Difficulty moving part of your body 
• Blurry vision that does not go away 
• Difficulty speaking 
• Shortness of breath 
• Chest pain 
• Severe abdominal pain 
• New severe swelling, pain, or colour change of an arm or a leg 
• Abnormal bruising, reddish or purple spots or blood blisters under the skin 
 

Rare cases of Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS- a neurological disorder where the body’s immune 
system damages nerves) have been reported:  
Monitor following symptoms for 3 to 25 days after vaccination: muscle weakness, numbness, pain, 
and paralysis in severe cases. 

Rare cases of Capillary leak syndrome (CLS - causes fluid leakage from small blood vessels) 
Monitor low blood pressure, swelling in the arms and legs, sudden weight gain, in the days following 
vaccination. 

 
 



Symptoms to look out for 
 Serious side effects after receiving the vaccine are rare. However, should you develop any 

serious symptoms or symptoms that could be an allergic reaction (such as hives, swelling 
of the face, tongue, or throat, or difficulty breathing) call 911 right away.  

 Some of the side effects of the vaccine are similar to symptoms of COVID-19 infection, 
while others are not. Runny nose, sore throat and cough are not side effects of the vaccine. 
It is important not to assume that all symptoms are due to the vaccine. 

 If you received the vaccine and experience symptoms of COVID-19, and you are a contact 
of someone with COVID-19, self-isolate and arrange for testing as soon as possible. Use 
the online COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool at https://yukon.ca/en/find-respiratory-
assessment-centre or call 811. 

 

When should I get my next dose? 
 If you have moderate to severe problems with your immune system, you may be eligible for 

a second dose using an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine, with at least 28 days between doses. 
 A booster dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine is recommended to people who received 

the Janssen vaccine; the booster dose is given at least 6 months after the first dose.  

 

 

 

 






