


JANSSEN COVID-19 Vaccine Information  
Please read this information sheet carefully and ensure all your questions have been answered by a 

health care provider before receiving the vaccine. 
 
How does the vaccine work? 
The Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) vaccine introduces instructions from the virus that causes COVID-19 
using a non-COVID-19 virus that has been modified so as to be inactive and harmless. This is known as 
a vector.  

The vector only carries the instructions to make a specific protein from the COVID-19 virus. Similar to 
the mRNA virus, once the body creates that protein, it produces an immune response that will recognize 
and fight future infections. 

Who is the vaccine approved for? 
Approved for use in people aged 18 and older. 
 
Dosage 
A one time dose is injected into the upper arm muscle. 
 
Effectiveness 
Clinical trials showed that beginning 2 weeks after the single dose, the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine 
lowered the chance of getting sick from COVID-19 by 67% and of getting seriously ill by 77%. 
 
Vaccine Components 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expected Vaccine Side Effects 
You may experience the following side effects a few days after getting the vaccine: 

o Pain, swelling or redness at injection site 
o Other symptoms may include tiredness, headache, muscle pain, joint pain, chills, and 

fever. 
 

Symptoms to Look Out for 
These rare events below have been reported after getting the Janssen vaccine. 
 Seek immediate medical care if you develop any of the symptoms below. 

 Blood clots with low platelets 
o This condition causes blood clots, which prevent blood from flowing normally, and 

low count of platelets (blood cells which help blood clot).  
 

 Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) 
o GBS is a rare neurological disorder where a person’s immune system damages 

their nerves. Most people fully recover from this disorder. 
 

 Capillary leak syndrome (CLS) 
o CLS is rare but serious condition that causes fluid to leak from small blood vessels 

(capillaries).  
o Those who have previously had capillary leak syndrome are at increased risk 

following a viral vector vaccination and should not receive this vaccine. 

Who should NOT get the vaccine? 
 People under 18 years of age. 
 Anyone with a known allergy to any ingredient in the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine (such as 

polysorbate 80). 
 History of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia following a previous dose of an adenovirus 

vector COVID-19 vaccine. These individuals should be offered an mRNA vaccine.  
 History of capillary leak syndrome. 
 Anyone with symptoms that could be due to COVID-19 should wait to be vaccinated so 

that they do not spread infection to others at the vaccine clinic. 
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1.0 PURPOSE 
 
This user guide is intended to be used as a reference by community vaccine providers and public 
health providers who report an Adverse Event Following Immunization (AEFI) in Yukon using the 
AEFI Case Report Form or the online Panorama AEFI form. This guide complements the Panorama 
Reference Guides on AEFI reporting.  
 
In this guide, Panorama specific guidance is provided in italics or explicitly stated.  
 
For additional information on reporting criteria, clinical management and interpretation of AEFIs, and 
implications for subsequent immunization, refer to Section 13 – Adverse Events Following 
Immunization  
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2.0 DO YOUR PART IN REPORTING ADVERSE EVENTS 
 
 
 

 

 

Questions & Answers  

? What is an AEFI? 
An adverse event following 
immunization (AEFI) is any 
untoward medical occurrence 
following administration of a 
vaccine which may or may not be 
caused by the vaccine. 

? What type of AEFIs should 
be reported? 
Any event which may be related to 
receipt of a vaccine, as outlined in 
Section 13 – AEFI of the Yukon 
Immunization Manual, must be 
reported even if you are unsure the 
vaccine caused the event.  

? What types of AEFIs do not 
need to be reported?  
Local injection site reaction and 
non-specific systemic reactions 
(e.g., headache, myalgia) should 
not be reported unless these are 
more frequent or severe than 
expected. Also events that are 
clearly attributed to other causes 
should not be reported.  

? Why is it important to 
report AEFIs? 
AEFI reporting provides vital 
information needed to monitor 
vaccine safety. This type of 
surveillance can detect rare side 
effects and identify safety signals 
not detectable through clinical 
trials. 

? What happens after AEFIs 
are reported? 
The Yukon Immunization Program 
reviews the AEFI and will forward 
it on to the Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, who will investigate and 
provide a recommendation as to 
whether your client can proceed 
with future immunizations. AEFI 
reports are sent to the Public 
Health Agency of Canada Adverse 
Events Following Immunization 
Surveillance System (CAEFISS). 
Canada also participates in vaccine 
safety monitoring at the World 
Health Organization. Vaccine 
safety matters on a territorial, 
national and international level! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

? Who should report AEFIs? 
Health professionals who are 
aware of an AEFI must report the 
event to the Yukon Immunization 
Program using the Panorama 
immunization registry.  
 

? What do I tell my clients 
about AEFIs? 
Clients should be made aware of 
potential vaccine side effects and 
how to manage common 
reactions. This information is 
outlined in vaccine information 
sheets found on the 
www.yukonimmunization.ca 
website. If reported events do not 
meet the reporting criteria, they 
may still be a cause for concern for 
your client and may impede their 
confidence in receiving future 
immunizations. Address these 
concerns and ensure your patients 
have received a recommendation 
on whether and how to proceed 
with future immunizations. 
Contraindications to future vaccine 
receipt are rarely required but 
should be clearly stated and 
documented on their record. 
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3.0 REPORTING ADVERSE EVENTS 

A health professional who is aware of an adverse event following immunization must report the event 
to the Yukon Immunization Program. The Yukon Immunization Program reviews all AEFIs and submits 
these to the Chief Medical Officer of Health (CMOH)/ Medical Officer of Health (MOH) for review and 
recommendation(s).  

 3.1  When to report 
An AEFI must be reported to the Yukon Immunization Program within 3 days of determining or being 
informed that a client has experience an adverse event following immunization.  

3.2  What to report  
Events that must be reported are outlined in Section 13 – Adverse Events Following Immunization. 
AEFI’s must meet the general criteria: 
a) follows immunization  
b) cannot be attributed to a pre-existing condition, and 
c) meets one or more of the following criteria: 

 the health occurrence is life threatening, could result in permanent disability, requires 
hospitalization or urgent medical attention, or for any other reason is considered to be of a 
serious nature;  

 the health occurrence is unusual or unexpected, including, without limitation, an occurrence 
that  

o has not previously been identified (i.e., Oculo-Respiratory Syndrome was first 
identified during the 2000/2001 influenza season), or  

o has previously been identified but is being reported at increased frequency (i.e., 
extensive local reactions);  

 the health occurrence cannot be explained by anything in the patient’s medical history, 
including, without limitation, a recent disease or illness, or consumption of medication. 

 Clusters of events: known or new events that occur in a geographic or temporal cluster (i.e., 
6 in a week, or 6 in a Health Service Delivery Area) that require further assessment, even if 
the total number of AEFIs may not be higher than expected.  
























