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Risk Act (SARA). BMC critiqued the Finlayson caribou herd draft risk characterization. 
In an August 26, 2022 response, ECCC acknowledged BMC’s technical comments 
provided on the draft risk characterization and explained the conclusions were 
consistent with the YESAA conclusions, that ECCC’s recommended offsetting 
measures provide mitigation approaches to help balance the effects of the project, 
and also meet SARA requirements. 

• In a meeting with ECCC and YG on October 21, ECCC confirmed that the draft risk 
characterization is now moot as the report was to inform the decision. ECCC is 
confident that the decision document addresses offsetting as was raised in the 
report. 
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Introduction 

• Yukon’s climate is changing, impacting the water, land and the places 
we call home.  

• We know that Elders lived through winter temperatures that our 
children may never experience. Wildlife and plant species are claiming 
habitat in places they have not before.   

• Every stage of the water cycle is being affected including 
precipitation, surface water flows, and groundwater recharge. In some 
locations water systems are taking new paths as glacial sources 
retreat; flooding may be more severe and frequent in other areas. 

• Species like the pine beetle, which can kill pine trees, are making their 
way to Yukon’s forests, while outbreaks of spruce bark beetles already 
kill spruce trees in the territory. More dead, flammable trees in our 
forests could contribute to wildfires becoming more frequent and 
intense. 

• We know that as our population continues to grow, we will require 
more energy. At the same time, we need to reduce our carbon 
footprint and ensure economic stability and energy security.  

• We take the threat of climate change seriously. We have joined First 
Nations and municipalites in the Yukon to declare a climate 
emergency in the territory.   

• Our Clean Future is the Government of Yukon’s answer to the climate 
emergency. We are working in partnership with Yukon First Nations, 
transboundary Indigenous groups, and Yukon communities to 
implement the strategy (See BN #20), which has four key goals: 

o reducing the Yukon’s greenhouse gas emissions; 
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o ensuring Yukoners have access to reliable, affordable and 
renewable energy;  

o adapting to the impacts of climate change; and  
o building a greener economy.  

Greenhouse gas emissions 

• We know the Yukon is warming at twice the rate of the rest of the 
world. We need to mitigate and reduce the impact of climate change 
by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.  

• We have committed to an ambitious target of reducing our emissions 
by 45 per cent below 2010 levels.  

• As part of our commitment, we are tracking and reporting the 
territory’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

• In the Yukon, transportation and heating buildings are the biggest 
sources of emissions.   

• While the Yukon’s emissions are a small per cent of Canada’s total 
emissions, our per capita emissions are the sixth highest in Canada.  

• We will reach our reduction targets by tracking and monitoring our 
emissions, implementing the actions in Our Clean Future, working 
collaboratively with partners to update our actions as needed, and 
adopting new emission reduction technologies as they become 
available (See BN #20).  

Adapting to the impacts of climate change  

• Climate action also means adapting to climate change impacts that 
are already affecting our territory - Yukoners need to be aware of 
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climate risks and the role they play as we build a clean future 
together. 

• We recently released the first climate risk and resilience assessment 
for the Yukon (See BN #23). The assessment helps us better 
understand: 

o where climate impacts pose the greatest risks; and 

o  the actions we need to take to protect the values Yukoners hold 
close. 

• To build our climate resilience, we must protect our transportation 
infrastructure, prepare for fires and floods and respond to permafrost 
thaw. 

• Building resilience supports our territory’s food and energy security, 
our health and wellbeing, and supports reconciliation with Yukon First 
Nations by protecting a culture and heritage that is inextricably linked 
to accessing the land and a healthy environment. 

Collaboration with Yukoners  

• As a government, we have a responsibility to lead climate action in 
our territory. We are an active participant in climate actions for our 
region, our nation and the world. 

o We support Canada’s commitment to the United Nation’s 2015 
Paris Agreement;  

o We’ve put forward Yukon’s perspective to shape the Pan-
Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change; 
and 
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o We work regularly with Canada, the Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut on projects specific to climate change in the North; and  

o This fall, the Government of Yukon will be sending a small 
delegation to the United Nations Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties, known as COP27 (BN #25).   

• To achieve our climate goals, all Yukoners need to play a part.  

• Families, businesses, organizations and inviduals can all be part of the 
solution.  

• I am encouraged by the actions I’ve already seen in our communities. 
Yukoners are modifying the way we build, finding new ways to travel, 
and exploring more sustainable energy sources.  

Yukoners are resilient  

• The challenge of climate change can feel daunting, and 
overwhelming. Anxiety related to climate change is real and it affects 
all of us.  

• One key finding of our climate risk and resilience assessment stands 
out to me: Yukoners are resilient.  

• It is our northern way of life that will continue to support us in our 
fight against climate change. 

• We will continue to do our part to address climate change by 
following through on our commitments in Our Clean Future.  

• I ask each and every Yukoner to consider how you can play a part in 
addressing climate change and building your resilience.  
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Introduction 
• Cleaning up contaminated sites helps protect our health, land, water, and 

air, and makes valuable land available for new development projects. 
• For example, the Department of Environment recently cleaned up the 

Marwell Tar Pit, a long-standing Government of Yukon-owned 
contaminated site. We are now exploring ways to make the site available 
for limited industrial or commercial use. 

• In addition, a significant fuel spill at FH Collins Secondary School in 
Whitehorse was cleaned up and is now the site of the new Francophone 
school. 

• The lots at 5th and Rogers in downtown Whitehorse, a former railyard, 
have been assessed and remediated and will soon be available for mixed-
use development.   

• Clean land can be bought and sold, while contaminated lands are an 
environmental liability. 

• The cost to remediate and monitor government-owned contaminated 
sites is substantial and can change as we learn more about each site. 

• The Government of Yukon contracts a wide range of qualified private 
sector companies to complete complex assessment and remediation 
projects on behalf of the territory. 

• The result is growing expertise and investment in the Yukon’s economy. 
• The Site Assessment and Remediation Unit, known as SARU [saw-roo], 

implements the Environmental Liabilities and Remediation Program for the 
Government of Yukon.   

• The SARU team identifies, assesses and remediates Government of Yukon 
owned contaminated sites on behalf of the entire government.  
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• With contaminated sites cleaned up, Yukoners hold less liability and will 
soon have more land within Whitehorse to potentially develop.  

• The Environmental Liability and Remediation Program does not include 
large, legacy mine sites, such as the Faro mine. This responsibility lies with 
the Federal Government. 

• Work on government sites is done in compliance with the Environment 
Act, the Contaminated Sites Regulation, and other applicable territorial 
and federal laws. 

• In the past, fuel storage facilities were not built like they are now – 
standards for handling petroleum products and chemicals have improved. 
We know more now than we did years ago. 

• Cleaning up past actions is always challenging and costs more than taking 
proactive steps to protect our shared environment in the future. 

• Information on contaminated sites can be found on Yukon’s online 
contaminated sites map. 

• With this map, Yukoners seeking information on possible contamination 
for a land purchase or other reasons, now have access right at their 
fingertips. 

• Currently, there are 153 listed Government of Yukon-owned or operated 
sites across the territory with known or suspected contamination. 

• These sites are generally old industrial sites and spill sites and include 
highway maintenance camps, airports, and other facilities. 

• The Site Assessment and Remediation Unit uses a risk-based approach 
when assessing which sites take priority for remediation work but also 
works with other departments to facilitate their requirements. 

• Although technology and industry standards are improving, the costs of 
dealing with these liabilities do not diminish. 
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• Remediation is mostly or entirely complete at 8 sites, for example:  
o Marwell Tar Pit: a 1950’s Canol Refinery in Whitehorse. After years of 

work, the site’s soil was treated in 2018 and 2019, and it is now in the 
post-remedial monitoring and risk assessment phase. The risk 
assessment phase should be completed by the end of 2023, with a risk 
management permit being in place. Once this work is completed, we 
intend on making the site available for limited industrial or commercial 
use. Post-remedial monitoring will be for 5 years after 2023 and should 
not prevent any potential development plans. 

o Former FH Collins School site: a heating fuel spill at the school was 
discovered to be much larger than expected post-demolition. It was 
remediated to the strict standards required for schools and is now the 
location of the new Paul-Émile Mercier Secondary School. 

o Swift River and Klondike River Highway Maintenance Camps: both 
highway maintenance camps had significant hydrocarbon 
contamination that risked contaminating nearby rivers. Both were 
remediated and risk managed, including groundwater monitoring to 
ensure no risk to the waterways. 

o 5th Avenue former railyard in Whitehorse: an abandoned railyard in 
downtown Whitehorse was remediated to allow for mixed-use 
development. 

o The Whitehorse Emergency Shelter building: a former gas station and 
garage that was remediated and is now the location of an important 
social services site in downtown Whitehorse 

o A former placer mining and industrial operation near Horse Creek: a 
heavy equipment repair shop and placer operation in the Lake Laberge 
area. 
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o The library in Carcross: The contamination from a heating fuel spill has 
been remediated and there are no impacts to indoor air quality. 
Monitoring to date indicates that there are no impacts to the 
groundwater. 

• Work is taking place right now at a number of sites all across Yukon, 
including:  
o Nursing station and two aviation sites in Old Crow: significant 

contamination from spills are being assessed and managed in 
collaboration with Vuntut Gwitchin to ensure no contamination reaches 
the Porcupine River. Remediation planning is ongoing and 
infrastructure to facilitate remediation is being planned with the 
community. This remediation project is intended to reduce or eliminate 
the risk to human health and the environment to allow for future 
development of this valuable site. 

o The former Highway Maintenance Yard in Carmacks: remediation 
planning is being undertaken to allow for future development of this site 
in a key downtown lot in Carmacks. Demolition of the buildings is 
planned for summer 2023 and remediation is to follow with the 
intention of making the site available for development in 2024. 

o Old Fire Hall in Ross River: monitoring continues to understand if 
contamination is spreading from a historical spill and to determine the 
best options for remediation.  

o 23 active Government of Yukon landfills: regular monitoring helps make 
sure buried waste is not contaminating the environment. Some closure 
planning is currently underway to further reduce these liabilities. 

o Four abandoned landfills: monitoring and closure planning of old 
abandoned dumps. 
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Introduction 

• A changing environment requires environmental protection to be 
responsive, dynamic, and adaptive.  

• The Department of Environment develops, adapts, manages, and 
enforces legislation to minimize the impacts of individuals and industry 
on our natural spaces.  

• We do this work to ensure a legacy of thriving ecosystems is left for 
future generations. 

Waste Management and recycling 

• Responsible waste management starts well before garbage ends up 
in a landfill.   

• It is an effort that begins when a product is made, continues through 
its use or consumption, and in the latter stages of recycling, reuse or 
disposal. 

• We are working with our partners and other government departments 
to have an efficient and cost-effective waste management system. 

• Department of Environment staff permit and regulate municipal and 
commercial solid waste facilities throughout the Yukon.  

• We ensure appropriate locations are used, and that waste is managed 
to protect the water, land, and air.  

• Through the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment, we 
collaborate with other provinces, territories and the federal 
government on solutions like the Canada-Wide Action Plan on Zero 
Plastic Waste.  

0175



Ref. #30 

CONFIDENTIAL                 #3 
Narrative   Fall 2022 
Recycling and Environmental Protection Environment 
 

Prepared for Minister Clarke 
Department of Environment 

Date prepared: September 26, 2022 
Last Updated: N/A 

Page 2 of 5 
 

• The single-use shopping bag ban came into effect on January 1, 2022, 
for plastic bags. Paper bags will follow on January 1, 2023. 

• Distribution of other single-use plastics like straws, cutlery, stir sticks, 
some food containers, and six-pack rings could be banned federally by 
the end of 2023.  

• Details about this can be accessed through the federal government’s 
published draft of the proposed Single-Use Plastics Prohibition 
Regulations. 

• Another collaborative solution we are initiating is a new Extended 
Producer Responsibility Regulation. (See BN #30) 

• This will make producers of packaging and products responsible for 
those materials at the end of the product’s life. 

• As seen in multiple jurisdictions across Canada, Extended Producer 
Responsibility shifts the cost of waste management from taxpayers to 
producers, promoting conservation through innovations that reduce 
the use of resources. 

• Implementing Extended Producer Responsibility in the Yukon by 2025 
is a commitment under Our Clean Future.  

• A further commitment is to increase waste diversion to 40 percent by 
2030. In 2019, the diversion rate was 25 percent. 

• The Extended Producer Responsibility Advisory Committee, 
consisting of key Yukon stakeholder representatives, convened 
between January and April 2022 to provide advice that informed a 
legislative proposal for an Extended Producer Responsibility 
Regulation.  

0176



Ref. #30 

CONFIDENTIAL                 #3 
Narrative   Fall 2022 
Recycling and Environmental Protection Environment 
 

Prepared for Minister Clarke 
Department of Environment 

Date prepared: September 26, 2022 
Last Updated: N/A 

Page 3 of 5 
 

• Expanding our recycling program means even more materials are 
being kept out of landfills and the environment.    

Air quality monitoring 

• One of the most constant and direct connections to our environment is 
the air we breathe.   

• The Yukon is fortunate to have some of the cleanest air in the world.  

• The development and enforcement of our legislation and air 
monitoring initiatives ensure we continue to have clean air.  

• With support from Environment and Climate Change Canada, we 
operate the National Air Pollution Surveillance station in Whitehorse.  

• This station is part of a national network and provides the Yukon with 
data essential for assessing air quality trends and impacts. 

• Over the last year, we worked with Canada to expand our air quality 
monitoring network. We now have real-time data from eleven Yukon 
communities available online.  

• This data is particularly useful for monitoring and coordinating 
responses to severe air quality events like the wildfires we are seeing 
more often in the Yukon. 

Environmental assessments 

• Department of Environment scientists help review and assess the 
effects development has on the land, air, water, wildlife, and wildlife 
habitats. 

• This input includes ways to mitigate adverse effects on fish and 
wildlife so we can manage development projects responsibly. 
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Spills and contamination 

• Inspectors, engineers, and officers work with Yukoners to reduce the 
release of contaminants into the environment.  

• The Department of Environment maintains the 24-hour Yukon spill 
report line. 

• Spills happen. And when they do, we work with the responsible party 
to ensure contaminants in soil and water are properly cleaned up. 

• We permit and regulate businesses that handle and treat 
contaminated material throughout the Yukon in order to prevent the 
release of contaminants, and the severe environmental impacts which 
can result.  

• We also manage and host an online contaminated sites map which 
allows the public instant access to information on contaminated sites 
in the territory.   

• The map has been accessed over 9,500 times since it was established 
in the Spring of 2019. 

• This proves it is a critical tool for Yukoners interested in exploring 
information on contaminated sites and helps to illustrate overall 
accountability.   

Conclusion 

• The obligation to protect the environment from human impact does 
not just fall on one sector, government department, or industry.   

• It is a collective effort based on laws and regulations that mandate 
responsible, environmentally sustainable development.   
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• The Department of Environment is ready to assist people and 
businesses in doing their part in achieving this important goal. 

• In a world of rapidly changing environmental conditions, the 
Department of Environment is prepared to move swiftly and decisively 
for proactive stewardship of our natural spaces.   

Approved by: 
 
 Sept. 27, 2022 
C. Shehnaz Ali Date approved 
a/Deputy Minister of Environment 
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Introduction 

• The Animal Health Unit safeguards the health and welfare of wild and 
domestic animals, supporting the link between Yukoners and the 
animals that share their lives.  

• Staff monitor wildlife to detect emerging diseases and implement 
programs that protect wildlife health. 

• Veterinarians oversee livestock meat inspections and support 
veterinary services for livestock owners to produce high-quality, Yukon-
raised meat, eggs and dairy products.  

• The Department assists Yukon communities with animal welfare and 
dog control programs, including supporting communities to rehome or 
surrender dogs and ultimately improving public safety across the 
Yukon.  

• The unit oversees core funding for the registered humane societies in 
the Yukon to provide animal welfare services across the territory. 

• The unit collaborates with the Chief Medical Officer of health, providing 
advice on One Health issues and diseases shared between people and 
animals. 

Disease risk monitoring 

• Within the Animal Health Unit, the Chief Veterinary Officer, program 
veterinarians, and laboratory coordinator monitor the health of Yukon 
wildlife with surveillance for diseases including chronic wasting 
disease, winter ticks, lead exposure, avian influenza, SARS-CoV-2 and 
rabies.  
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• Our programs offer an early warning system to understand and deal 
with health risks for key Yukon species like moose, caribou, wolves, 
ravens and fish. 

• We collaborate with national partners. For example, the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency, Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative, and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada). These partners, contribute 
to disease surveillance, laboratory diagnostic activities and benefit from 
shared resources and information. 

• Hunters and trappers help keep an eye on the health of wildlife. They 
are encouraged to bring any unusual specimens from harvested 
animals to the Animal Health Unit for veterinarians to examine.  

• We also encourage the voluntary submission of specimens for 
surveillance; for example, the heads and hides of deer and caribou. 

• In addition to harvested species, we monitor the health of other species, 
including frogs, bats, and birds that contribute to the Yukon’s 
biodiversity. 

• These combined efforts help ensure our locally harvested food is 
healthy and the environment we share with all animals is conserved. 

Health risk to wild sheep and goats from M. ovi 

• Wild sheep are iconic in the Yukon, and herds can die from a bacteria 
called M. ovi, which is the short form for Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae 
[my-co-plas-ma oh-vah-na-moan-ee-yay].  

• While M. ovi strains adapted to domestic sheep or goats do not cause 
illness in them, they may cause severe disease in wild sheep or goats. 
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• While pneumonia in wild herds has not been detected in the Yukon, 
closely related big-horn sheep in other jurisdictions are very susceptible 
to pneumonia caused by this bacteria, and infected populations suffer 
high mortality. 

• The unit has been testing nasal swabs collected from wild thin horn 
sheep and goats for M. ovi since 2015 and from caribou, moose, elk, 
muskox and mule deer since 2018. 

• M. ovi was detected in one healthy caribou during collaring activities 
near the Yukon-Alaska border.  

• We are managing M. ovi risks to wildlife through a five-year control 
order for domestic sheep and goats. This order came into effect on 
January 1, 2020. (see BN #42)  

• One part-time veterinarian manages the biosecurity and testing of 
domestic sheep and goats for M.ovi. This veterinarian:  

o makes farm calls with Agriculture Branch staff to assess fencing 
and take nasal swabs from all sheep or goats; 

o submits samples to laboratories and tracks results; 

o oversees the destruction of animals that have tested positive and 
assists with claims for compensation; and 

o assesses and supports import permits. 

COVID-19 monitoring 

• The expertise of Animal Health Unit veterinarians has contributed to the 
Yukon’s response to COVID-19.  
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• This virus can spread from infected people to animals, especially 
members of the deer, cat, weasel and bat families.  

• Veterinarians established protocols for wildlife researchers to protect 
Yukon wildlife from potential exposure from infected researchers.  

Domestic animal welfare 

• The Animal Protection Officer works within the Animal Health Unit. This 
veterinary oversight enhances animal protection services for Yukoners. 

• Individuals can call the Animal Protection Officer to report abuse or 
neglect of domestic animals. The officer will respond with either an 
investigation or information about who to call or how to proceed. 

• Yukoners benefit from our animal care programs, including the 
Community Dog Care Initiative, Community Dog Spay program, and the 
Canine ID program. 

• Since 2016, the Community Dog Spay program has offset the cost of 
dog spay surgery for over 500 Yukoners in rural communities.  

• The Community Dog Care Initiative supports community leaders to 
work with the Animal Protection Officer, exploring options and 
implementing plans to help keep people and dogs in their community 
safe.  

• This may include advice on facilities to securely hold dogs and transport 
to Whitehorse or Dawson City for re-homing. 

• These programs support Yukoners’ safety by removing unwanted dogs 
that could form packs and reducing the overall number of unwanted 
dogs by helping owners have female dogs spayed. 
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• This improves the health and welfare of pets and the safety of people 
across the Yukon. 

• Our canine ID program gives collars with ID tags to dogs in rural Yukon 
communities, encouraging responsible dog ownership across the 
Yukon. 

• The Animal Protection Officer and staff work with community leaders 
and volunteer organizations to support spay, neuter and rabies 
vaccination clinics in Yukon communities. 

• Having an Animal Protection Officer means that Yukoners have 
someone to contact who will help, who can visit their community, and 
who can develop solutions in partnership with communities rather than 
imposing actions that may not be successful or sustainable. 

Working with the agriculture industry 

• The Department of Environment works with the agriculture community 
to help balance industry growth while sustaining the health of livestock, 
wildlife and the natural environment. 

• The Animal Health Unit partners with the Government of Yukon’s 
Agriculture Branch to help farmers obtain veterinary care for livestock 
raised for food or fibre under the Livestock Veterinary Services 
Program. 

• An AHU veterinarian is managing the program and providing veterinary 
care for livestock through a telemedicine service and limited on-farm 
herd health visits.  

• Veterinarians in the Animal Health Unit oversee meat inspection at 
approved processing facilities to ensure locally produced meat is safe. 
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• Animal health inspectors are responsible for enforcing orders under the 
Animal Health Act, including the control order.  

• Offences are rare, but investigations are often complex.  

 

Approved by: 
 

 2022-09-26 
A/Deputy Minister of Environment Date approved 
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Introduction 

• We share this territory with an incredible array of wildlife species. 

• Yukoners understand that a healthy environment with resilient wildlife 
populations is directly connected to healthy communities.  

• The Department of Environment strives to ensure our stewardship of 
these species, and our interactions with them, are responsible, sustainable 
and informed by scientific, local and traditional knowledge. 

• Biologists and technicians study wildlife, monitor population trends, and 
investigate habitat requirements and patterns of use.  

• This work informs decisions on harvest management, land-use planning, 
development-assessment processes, and various permitting and licensing 
needs. 

• Some studies focus on how human activities influence wildlife so that we 
can develop strategies to lessen our impact on nature. 

• Other studies seek to determine the size of a population and how this 
changes over time, which helps us better understand how many animals 
may be available for a sustainable harvest while still leaving enough 
mature individuals to replenish populations. 

• Together, we can ensure Yukon’s wildlife remains healthy and resilient, 
now and for future generations.  

Species programs and data collection 

• The Department of Environment biologists and technicians are dedicated 
to developing programs that monitor many Yukon species, particularly 
species of conservation concern and those that are harvested.  
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• We monitor species like bison, caribou and moose through harvest data 
and population information. In some instances, such as for bears, we 
collect hair samples for DNA analysis from which the results are used, and 
harvest information, to estimate population size.  

• We determine habitat use for species like wolf, elk, bison and caribou by 
examining the location data sent from deployed GPS radio collars. We 
also use remote camera data to determine what types of habitat a species 
occupies.  

• Many of these projects are collaborative efforts with financial, field and 
logistical support. Our management partners provide this support, 
including Yukon First Nations governments, Inuvialuit, neighbouring 
governments, industry, boards and councils, Renewable Resources 
Councils, hunters, trappers, outfitters and citizens out on the land. 

• We collect and analyze this data to help identify management goals, set 
priorities for future research efforts and ultimately support evidence-
based decision-making. (see BN #52) 

• We collaborate with university researchers to employ cutting-edge 
techniques to analyze biological samples and data. For example, we have 
partnered with Dalhousie University to develop a new technique to 
census Arctic Grayling using genetics. 

• We also develop new and innovative survey techniques to improve the 
accuracy of our population estimates. For example, we have developed 
moose-survey techniques that quantitatively use local and traditional 
knowledge to sample low-density populations optimally. 

• We have joined with several universities to investigate the effects of 
climate change on the ecology of the Yukon’s fish and wildlife. 
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Harvest management 

• Hunters are an essential partner in how we manage harvest. 

• Licensed hunters have a legal obligation to report their harvest. 

• Our Client Solutions staff support harvest management by: 

o selling licences and seals across the territory;  

o providing hunting maps for species like bison (so hunters know 
where to go to be successful), and 

o collecting harvest reports.  

• This information helps us maintain sustainable wildlife populations across 
the Yukon while also offering harvest opportunities. 

• Harvest management discussions across the territory can be challenging, 
but we can make informed and collaborative decisions by generating and 
sharing knowledge. 

• We combine information from harvesters, our partners and scientific 
surveys so that the management of harvested species is informed by the 
best and most currently available data. 

• We also complete regular hunter effort surveys. 

• Harvest management plans are a tool to help collaboratively manage and 
provide sustainable opportunities for licensed hunters.  

Permit hunt 

• Statistics on the Permit Hunt Authorization lottery are available online at 
Yukon.ca so that hunters can see the distribution of permits by years 
applied and the number of applications for each hunting zone.  
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• This information helps hunters better understand their chances for 
success in future lotteries.  

• The Fish and Wildlife branch works with many partners to meet mutual 
goals related to wildlife management and harvest. 

• For example, as part of our ongoing commitment to implement the 
Umbrella Final Agreement, we work closely with the Yukon Fish and 
Wildlife Management Board and Renewable Resources Councils. 

• Similarly, we work closely with the Wildlife Management Advisory Council 
(North Slope) to implement the Inuvialuit Final Agreement.  

• We support the Yukon Fish and Game Association’s operations by 
providing funding support for consultation efforts and their services 
supporting our Hunter Education and Ethics Development (HEED) 
program.  

• We also collaborate with the association on public education and 
community outreach activities like family fishing events and the stocked 
lakes program. 

Regional programs and community planning 

• Staffing Department of Environment front desks across the territory 
allows clients to readily access local services so they can get out and 
explore our vast territory – whether by purchasing an angling licence, 
picking up a map for a hunting trip, or enquiring about ammunition needs 
for bison. 

• Our regional staff leads the data collection efforts for many of the Yukon’s 
wildlife species. 
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• These data contribute to informed wildlife management discussions and 
evidence-based decision-making. 

• Regional staff members work with the Inuvialuit, First Nations, Renewable 
Resources Councils and local communities to ensure local perspectives 
contribute to our wildlife management programs. 

• For example, we are working as a nine-government steering committee to 
develop a management plan for the Southern Lakes caribou. The other 
governments on the Committee with us are; Carcross/Tagish First Nation, 
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, Kwanlin Dün First Nation, Ta’an 
Kwäch’än Council, Taku River Tlingit First Nation, Teslin Tlingit Council, 
British Columbia and Canada.  

• We also continue implementing the Porcupine Caribou Management 
Agreement and the Inuvialuit Final Agreement by contributing to 
Porcupine caribou herd management activities, including population 
monitoring, harvest management, and habitat management.  

Adaptive management and planning 

• Effective wildlife management works in concert with natural and human-
caused changes on the land. 

• The Department of Environment employs adaptive measures to manage 
wildlife more responsively. 

• Adaptive management is a system that uses on-the-land monitoring and 
harvest information to inform and adjust our actions and impacts on 
wildlife as needed.  

• It provides the flexibility to promptly alter the harvest regime in response 
to changing hunting pressures on wildlife population numbers. 
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• Adaptive management is a modern approach that promotes sustainable 
wildlife use over the long term. 

• One effective and collaborative adaptive management process is harvest 
or herd-specific management planning. 

• Once a plan is in place, our adaptive management regulations allow 
changes to be enacted as necessary. 

• We have also done an implementation review of the 2012 Yukon Wolf 
Conservation and Management Plan.  

• The implementation review included input gathered during 27 meetings 
with First Nations governments, boards, councils and stakeholders. 

• This review highlighted the continued respect and appreciation for wolves 
in Yukon’s ecology. 

• Our shared priorities for the next steps include increased public education, 
the launch of at least one more community-driven wolf harvest program 
by 2023, and increased awareness of the First Nation liaison position 
within the Conservation Officer Services Branch. 

• We are working with our partners on the Yukon Bison Technical Team to 
review and update the 2012 bison management plan for the Aishihik 
herd.  

• The Aishihik bison herd is a popular source of wild meat for many 
Yukoners. We continue to manage this herd with our partners while 
contributing to the national recovery efforts of this iconic species. 

• The harvest management approach for bison in the Yukon has relied on 
adaptive management to adjust harvest as needed and meet the needs of 
Yukoners, all while ensuring the sustainability of the herd. 
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• All of this work requires the collaboration of governments, engaging 
communities and the public, and thorough research to ensure the best 
plans for our future. 

Habitat planning 

• We continue to work with our partners to develop area-specific 
management plans for the territory. 

• These plans help establish goals and strategies to manage important 
habitats and ecosystems.  

• Our planning processes demonstrate our strong commitment to co-
management and final agreement implementation. We strive for 
collaboration through respectful relationships and shared values. 

• We have developed community-based fish and wildlife work plans in the 
Traditional Territories of five First Nations, including Carcross/Tagish, Little 
Salmon/Carmacks, Na-Cho Nyäk Dun, Champagne and Aishihik, and 
Vuntut Gwitchin.  

• These plans are designed to address community concerns by seeking 
collaborative opportunities to address information gaps and identify 
appropriate solutions by integrating traditional, local and scientific 
knowledge. 

• We also participate in regional land-use planning, including current work 
on the Dawson Regional Land Use Plan and the Beaver River Sub-
regional Plan and Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan 
implementation. (see BN #6 & #90) 

• We are involved in this work at many levels: from collaborative 
workshops, identification of key information for decision making, collection 
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of important baseline data, and interpretation of that data to inform zoning 
and management decisions.  

• We are working through the Wildlife Management Advisory Council 
(North Slope) to implement a Wildlife Conservation and Management Plan 
for the Yukon North Slope.  

o This plan relies on traditional use, knowledge, and scientific 
information to ensure the conservation principles of the Inuvialuit 
Final Agreement remain a priority on the Yukon North Slope. 

• Together with several partners, we are also developing a broad wetlands 
stewardship policy for the Yukon, which will help guide interactions within 
these important ecosystems. (See BN #3)  

o Delivering a wetlands policy remains a priority for this government, 
and we are committed to completing a policy that reflects Yukoners’ 
perspectives. 

o The result will be a framework to help ensure wetlands, which act 
as crucial wildlife habitat, natural water filters and important 
reserves of spring meltwater, are sustained into the future.  

• We also actively work with other departments, First Nations, non-
government organizations, and industry on standards to map wetlands.  

o This will assist wetland avoidance or mitigation efforts and inform 
wetland reclamation guidance through existing project assessment 
and regulatory processes. 

• We are actively working with multiple partners, including Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in, First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun, Government of Canada, and 
environmental non-governmental organizations, on developing an 
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integrated multi-species conservation action plan for species at risk within 
the Yukon South Beringia Priority Place.  

Protected areas 

• We develop collaborative management plans for specific protected areas. 

• Establishing joint management plans for special areas is essential to bring 
First Nations Final Agreements to life and foster reconciliation. 

• We are working on a Pickhandle Lakes Habitat Protection Area 
management plan with the Kluane First Nation and White River First 
Nation. 

• Our work with the Carcross/Tagish First Nation and the Government of 
Canada also continues for a Tagish River Habitat Protection Area 
management plan.  

• We review implementation progress for recommendations in existing 
plans and conduct management plan reviews for existing habitat 
protection areas. 

• We are working with Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation on the 
management plan review of Tsâwnjik Chu [Son-Jek Chew] Habitat 
Protection Area. 

• We are also working with Selkirk First Nation on reviewing the Łútsäw 
[Loot-Saw] Wetland Habitat Protection Area. 

Wildlife viewing, education and outreach 

• Along with the Yukon wildlife’s intrinsic value, cultural importance and 
significance as a local food source, opportunities to respectfully view and 
learn about wildlife enrich Yukoners’ social and economic lives. 
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• The Wildlife Viewing and Environmental Education Program provides a 
range of experiential and curriculum-based programs that expand 
perspectives, stimulate inquiry, and foster appreciation and respect for 
Yukon’s biodiversity.  

• The Wildlife Viewing Program provides guided walks across the territory, 
allowing Yukoners to connect with the natural environment and access 
the biologists and experts who work there. 

• In addition to traditional publications and trails, the program works to 
engage Yukoners across multiple platforms, including in-person events, 
online events, and social media.  

• The Environmental Education Programs engages teachers in training, 
connects them with resources, and works to include Yukon-specific 
information in the school curriculum.  

• Youth Programs at the department offer summer employment to 16 youth 
annually through the Yukon Youth Conservation Corps (Y2C2).  

• Youth are given extensive job training and conservation education 
opportunities while providing services to numerous partners, including 
First Nations, NGOs, and Yukon communities.  

• Conservation Action Team (CAT) camps offer wilderness experiences to 
youth in grades 7-10, exposing them to new places and opportunities 
across the territory.  

• Both Y2C2 and CAT offer valuable opportunities for the government to 
engage a younger demographic and have served more than 1,300 Yukon 
youth since the program’s inception in the early 1990s.  
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• All of these programs provide Yukoners with access to experts so they 
can ask questions, learn more, and foster respect and appreciation for the 
Yukon’s natural environment.  

Conclusion 

• Department of Environment staff are dedicated and passionate 
professionals.  

• Some of our biologists and technicians may be known to Yukoners simply 
as “the caribou guy” or “the bat lady,” but they hold the knowledge and 
experience that make them leading experts in their fields and worldwide.  

• We take our jobs seriously and know that an integral part of what we do 
is sharing that knowledge and inspiring the next generation of 
environmental stewards. 

• Finally, we know that we do not do this alone. Our Indigenous partners 
and the exceptional land claims system established here in the Yukon 
guide our way. 

 

Approved by: 

         2022-10-03 

C. Shehnaz Ali Date approved 
a/Deputy Minister of Environment 
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Fisheries Management 

• The Fish and Wildlife Branch in the Department of Environment 
manages freshwater fish harvest across the Yukon.  

• We rely on multiple partners to guide and assist our efforts, including 
First Nations, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board, 
Renewable Resources Councils, Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee, Yukon 
River Panel, community organizations, interest groups and the public. 

• Using on-the-ground experience and local knowledge helps us to be 
responsive managers, so we can identify and target lakes that may 
require management actions. 

• For example, in 2022, the fisheries program worked with Renewable 
Resources Councils to discuss recovery plans for Pine Lake, Snafu Lake, 
Tarfu Lake and Frenchman Lake. 

• We strive to maintain quality fisheries and angling opportunities. To do 
so, we focus our resources on three main areas: 

1. monitoring fish populations by conducting surveys and 
assessments;  

2. assessing harvest impacts through angler harvest surveys and 
field programs; and  

3. maintaining the stocked lakes program. 

• Recognizing that Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) is the lead agency 
for salmon management, we also play an advisory role with First Nations 
and the DFO on matters pertaining to salmon management.  
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• The Fish and Wildlife Branch employs two biologists and two technicians 
who are dedicated to monitoring the status and health of Yukon’s 
freshwater fish populations. 

• Maintaining viable fish populations supports important cultural and social 
practices in the Yukon.  

• Subsistence fishing continues to be important for First Nations. 

• The Yukon’s licensed anglers are also very active in our lakes and rivers, 
harvesting more than 33,500 fish annually.  

• Yukon’s freshwaters are low in productivity, so our fish populations are 
vulnerable to over-exploitation. This means we must manage our fish 
species carefully through conservative catch, possession and size limits.  

• In order to keep our fish stocks in the Yukon healthy, we have 
implemented a number of programs and surveys.  

1. Lake trout and whitefish monitoring program 

• The Lake Trout Monitoring Program provides robust scientific 
information on lake trout and whitefish growth, age and 
population abundances. 

2. Angler surveys 

• Each year the Department of Environment conducts Angler 
Harvest surveys, conducting face-to-face interviews with 
anglers, to determine recreational harvest, success and pressure. 
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3. Stocked lake program 
• The Stocked Lakes Program includes 18 pothole lakes and has 

existed for 30 years. 

• The stocked lakes program provides Yukoners with family 
fishing opportunities close to their communities and the 
opportunity to fish for species not normally available, including: 

• Arctic Char, 

• Kokanee Salmon, and 

• Rainbow Trout. 

• Stocked lakes help to divert fishing pressure away from slow-
growing native fish populations, such as lake trout, in our natural 
lakes. 

4. Specialized Research Programs: Arctic grayling 

• The Fish and Wildlife branch is working with the First Nation of 
Na-Cho Nyäk Dun and the Daylu Dena Council to monitor Arctic 
grayling populations within these traditional territories. 

• These programs are focused on changes to Arctic grayling 
populations and habitats in response to placer mining and 
angling pressure. 

Conclusion 

• Whether they have felt that adrenaline from the tug on their line or 
watched a fish flutter under their canoe, Yukoners understand the 
importance of maintaining viable fish populations. 
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• We look forward to working with all of our partners to protect the 
Yukon’s fish while enjoying the cultural, social and nutritional 
opportunities a robust fishery brings us. 

 
Approved by: 

      2022-09-26 
  
A/Deputy Minister of Environment Date approved 
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Introduction 

• The Conservation Officer Services Branch is a law enforcement agency 
dedicated to promoting safe communities.  

• We deliver a suite of comprehensive programs and services in support 
of the well-being of all Yukoners in ten districts, including Whitehorse 
and nine Yukon communities.  

• Conservation officers investigate and enforce the Yukon’s fish, wildlife 
and environmental laws.  

• Our goal is to conserve and protect the Yukon’s fish and wildlife 
populations, and their habitats, by ensuring everyone understands and 
complies with the laws meant to safeguard our natural resources. 

• Yukon conservation officers have a lot of ground to cover. They work 
together with many partners on the land to do so efficiently, including 
the public, law enforcement agencies, other wildlife enforcement 
agencies, and First Nations. 

Investigation and enforcement 

• Conservation officers protect our fish, wildlife, and their habitat, through 
inspections and field monitoring for compliance with trapping, hunting 
and angling regulations. To do this, officers rely on equipment like 
snowmobiles, ATV’s, jet boats and aircraft. 

• While monitoring and compliance and enforcement promotion helps 
ensure conservation measures are respected; public education, support, 
and trust are key components to making sure Yukoners will be able to 
enjoy outdoor recreation experiences now, and into the future. 
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• Yukon conservation officers have the knowledge and skills to assist 
RCMP when required, including on search and rescue missions, and 
have done so on a number of occasions.  

• Conservation Officers make great efforts to integrate and build 
relationships with the communities they serve.  

• They build trust in public safety and build respectful working 
relationships with the community by knowing, understanding, and 
respecting the people they are serving. Conservation Officers are a 
highly skilled workforce and provide backup to the RCMP on a regular 
basis but are not directly mandated to do so. 

Human-wildlife conflict 

• The Conservation Officer Services Branch is responsible for managing 
human-wildlife conflict. (see BN #101) 

• Our goal is to keep people safe and keep wildlife alive. 

• Conservation Officer Services Branch has one full-time human-wildlife 
conflict specialist conservation officer position. This officer is responsible 
for coordinating responses, community and stakeholder engagement, 
training, and leading investigations into serious wildlife conflict incidents. 

• The branch is involved in numerous initiatives to educate people and 
mitigate human-wildlife conflict. For example, an officer chairs a working 
group that deals specifically with human-bear conflict in Whitehorse and 
surrounding areas. 

• Conservation officers respond to hundreds of calls annually regarding 
public safety issues with wildlife. 
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• Officers are first responders and the primary investigative service for 
human-wildlife conflict, including conflicts resulting in bodily injury or 
death.  

• When faced with high-risk human-wildlife conflicts, conservation 
officers risk their own safety, including encounters with large animals 
such as bears and bison. 

TIPP line and dispatch 

• All Yukoners play a role in conserving and protecting the Yukon’s wildlife 
and environment. 

• The Conservation Officer Services Branch operates the Turn in Poachers 
and Polluters program commonly referred to as “the TIPP line”.  

• The public can call the TIPP line at any time to report: 

o suspected violations of fishing, hunting, trapping or environmental 
laws; 

o injured or dead wildlife;  

o wildlife sightings where wildlife or people are at risk, and more. 

• TIPP reports can also now be filed online at Yukon.ca/TIPP. 

Outreach and hunter education 

• We also host a wide range of hunter, trapper and outdoor education 
programming throughout the territory, aimed at supporting Yukoners to 
have safe wilderness experiences.  

• Topics include backcountry skills, bear spray use, catch and release, 
meat care, and no trace camping to promote ethical use, personal saftey 
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and conservation of our resources for the benefit of all Yukoners for 
generations to come. 

• We do this collaboratively with Yukon First Nations governments, 
boards and councils, and local experts who are experienced on the land. 

• Yukoners and non-residents can now access the Hunter Education and 
Ethics Development, or HEED, course online. 

• The move to online delivery has been a huge success, with high 
enrollment. 

• The HEED course is now available in French, and there are dedicated 
women-identified classes. These are popular and fill up quickly.  

• Work continues in the development of a hunter education program for 
First Nations’ game guardians.  

• The HEED program certified two First Nation HEED Instructors (Kwanlin 
Dun First Nation and Dene citizens). The instructors will deliver their first, 
First Nation Youth HEED course in Teslin this Fall (November).  

• Conservation officers are also working with Yukon First Nations’ game 
guardians so that they can deliver the program on-demand in their 
communities to their citizens. This summer, some Ta’an Kwach’an 
government members were trained and equipped with teaching aids to 
deliver community bear safety courses. 

• Conservation Officers and the HEED program actively engaged with the 
Yukon First Nation Education Directorate and co-hosted workshops to 
help connect Indigenous students to the land and Indigenous cultures.  
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• Outreach and talking with Yukoners is a key activity for Yukon 
conservation officers. Increasingly, this communication happens through 
the Yukon Conservation Officer Services Facebook page. 

• This Facebook page is a hub where Yukoners can find important public 
safety updates, like information on bear sightings, or learn about 
upcoming courses and events. 

• This information promotes compliance and hunting ethics, and helps 
Yukoners be more successful harvesters while minimizing human-
wildlife conflict. 

Trapping and trapper education 

• Trapping is one of the Yukon’s oldest industries. Traditionally, it was 
practiced by First Nations to provide food, clothing and material for trade.  

• Collectively, trapping still plays an important role in Yukon communities, 
but as economic markets and social acceptance of this industry 
continues to decline, trapping and the people who participate in this 
activity as we traditionally know it in the Yukon, are undergoing change. 

• We support the Yukon Trappers Association, which provides a collective 
voice for trappers. 

• The Conservation Officer Services Branch offers a multi-day trapping 
workshop that is mandatory for those who would like to get a trapper or 
assistant trapper licence. 

• This course covers a number of topics, including harvest ethics, First 
Nations’ perspectives, safety and survival, and humane trapping 
methods. 
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• Trapper education helps ensure compliance with trapping regulations, 
and that trapping is done sustainably and respectfully. 

• In 2022, the course is offered in Carmacks, Dawson City, Whitehorse 
and Old Crow. 

Conclusion 
• The Conservation Officer Services Branch is here to support Yukoners in 

their outdoor pursuits; providing advice, responding to human-wildlife 
conflict, and holding training sessions for hunters and trappers. 

• By maintaining public safety and protecting natural resources, we help 
ensure present and future Yukoners can enjoy our great outdoors. 
 

Approved by: 
 
 
 2022-10-12 
Deputy Minister of Environment Date approved 
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Introduction 

• For Yukoners and visitors to the territory, the Yukon’s parks evoke 
thoughts of mountain vistas, crystal clear waters, and forests of crooked 
spruce and pine.  

• Camping and parks are a priority for Yukoners and it’s our job to make 
sure Yukoners can continue to enjoy the best possible experiences in 
these amazing spaces.  

• That is why we developed the Yukon Parks Strategy. 

 

Yukon Parks Strategy 

• The Yukon Parks Strategy sets long-term direction for the Yukon’s 
territorial parks system from 2020 to 2030.  

• It outlines the values guiding how we will manage and invest in our 
system of territorial parks.  

• Yukoners and visitors will see a range of benefits as we implement the 
strategy.  

• These include: 

o Working towards an improved campground near Whitehorse that 
will provide recreation opportunities for all ages. (see BN #71) 

o Opportunities for public input on a park system plan that ensures 
we have the right types of parks in the right places with the right 
facilities and services. 

o More year-round recreation opportunities in territorial parks. 

0207



Ref. BN #70, 71, 72 

CONFIDENTIAL           #8 
Narrative Fall 2022 
Parks and Campgrounds Environment 
 

Prepared for Minister Clarke 
Department of Environment 

Date prepared: September 28, 2022 
Last Updated: October 6, 2022 

Page 2 of 8 
 

o More accessible wilderness experiences such as trails and paddle-
in and hike-in campsites. 

o Piloting of a campsite reservation system. 

o Additional campsites at some existing campgrounds. 

o Updated regulations to better protect natural values and improve 
visitors’ experiences by managing issues like noise in 
campgrounds. (see BN #72) 

o A more financially sustainable system of parks and campgrounds. 

• These changes speak to our commitment that territorial parks are 
places where we protect ecological and cultural values and advance 
reconciliation.  

 

Campgrounds 

• The Government of Yukon maintains 42 campgrounds with over 1,150 
campsites, 12 recreation sites, and 57 territorial parks. 

• We gather feedback from campers to help us continually improve the 
camping experiences we offer. 

• We collect approximately half a million dollars of revenue every year 
from the sale of camping permits, but that number is small compared to 
what it costs to maintain the Yukon’s parks and campgrounds. 

• The Yukon had not increased campground fees in 20 years.  

• In 2022, we increased fees in order to help sustain service levels in our 
parks.  
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• This revenue is essential to help offset the costs of providing camping 
opportunities and services.  

• Even with fee increases, the Yukon continues to have some of the 
lowest camping fees in the country. 

• This approach reflects what we heard during our public engagement 
on the Yukon Parks Strategy. 

• Yukoners see parks as an important public service that needs to be 
funded by the Government of Yukon with a reasonable amount of cost 
recovery from people who use park services.  

 

2022 Camping Season 

• This past camping season was another busy year for Yukon Parks. (see 
BN #70) 

• This was the second year that Yukon’s campgrounds were open as 
early as April 30.  

• Extending the camping season delivers on one of the key commitments 
in the Yukon Parks Strategy.  

• We recognize camping and parks are important to Yukoners, and we 
are committed to ensuring that Yukoners can camp safely and enjoy the 
great outdoors. 

 

Investing in camping and recreation 

• As the demand for clean, safe and quiet camping continues to grow, so 
does our investment in caring for our campgrounds and parks. 
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• In 2022, we invested over $1.2 million to update infrastructure in 
several campgrounds. 

• Between 2021 and 2024, we have planned to invest $3.2 million in 
new or upgraded boat launches at 20 plus campgrounds and recreation 
sites. 

• We recognize that access to the outdoors includes water, trails and 
activities.  

• We will continue to invest in upgrading, maintaining, and staffing our 
campgrounds to ensure they continue to be enjoyable while meeting 
the growing demand. 

• We now have 25 campgrounds with wheelchair-accessible campsites 
and three with wheelchair-accessible trails at Tombstone Territorial 
Park, Pine Lake and Wolf Creek campgrounds. 

• During the 2022 season, Pine Lake campground underwent extensive 
upgrades to the day-use area, including a new playground, beach 
extension, change rooms and boat parking. 

• We also supported the Village of Haines Junction’s initiative to upgrade 
the Trans Canada Trail to Pine Lake campground, enabling an active 
transport link to the village and surrounding area.  

• A longer camping season is also an investment in longer employment 
for seasonal staff and contracts for vendors who provide public 
services.  

• This includes campground attendants, park rangers, interpreters, and 
maintenance staff based in communities throughout the Yukon. 
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• Improving the territory’s network of campgrounds and recreation sites 
supports the tourism sector.  

• It provides opportunities for our families to be outdoors and recreate, 
and it helps build healthy, vibrant and sustainable Yukon communities. 

 

 

Protecting Yukon lands 

• Through the Inuvialuit and Yukon First Nations Final Agreements, 
regional land use plans and other agreements, 19.1 per cent of the 
territory is currently protected. 

• This includes various protected areas such as national and territorial 
parks, habitat protection areas, and special management areas, as well 
as Settlement Land parcels protected by First Nations.  

• This also includes special management areas that are being established 
through the implementation of the Peel Watershed Regional Land Use 
Plan.  

• With the completion of more regional land use plans and other 
negotiated agreements, our network of protected areas will grow.  

• Management plans are in place for four territorial parks and nine habitat 
protection areas. 

• Territorial park management plans are in place for: 

o Tombstone, within the traditional territories of the Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch'in and the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun, 
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o Ni’iinlii Njik [Nee-een-leen Jik] (Fishing Branch) Wilderness 
Preserve, within the traditional territory of the Vuntut Gwitchin 
First Nation, 

o Ni’iinlii Njik [Nee-een-leen Jik] (Fishing Branch) Ecological 
Reserve, within the traditional territory of the Vuntut Gwitchin 
First Nation, and  

o Herschel Island – Qikiqtaruk [Kee-keek tar-rook], within the 
Inuvialuit Settlement Region.  

• Habitat protection area management plans are up to date and in place 
for:  

o Ch’ihilii Chik [Tch-ill-ah-chick], within the traditional territory of 
the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, 

o Ddhaw Ghro [Dah-Grow], within the traditional territories of 
Selkirk First Nation and the First Nation of Na-cho Nyäk Dun, 

o Tsâwnjik Chu [Son-Jek Chew] – Nordenskiold, within the 
traditional territory of the Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation, 

o Van Tat – Old Crow Flats, within the traditional territory of the 
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, 

o Lhutsaw [Loot-Saw] Wetlands, within the traditional territory of 
the Selkirk First Nation, 

o Ni’iinlii’Njik [Nee-een-leen Jik]- Fishing Branch, within the 
traditional territory of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, 

o Horseshoe Slough, and  

o Devil’s Elbow and Big Island, within the traditional territory of the 
First Nation of Na-cho Nyäk Dun. 
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• Together with our Indigenous partners, we continue to make progress 
on developing management plans for the remaining parks and habitat 
protection areas, including:  

o Kusawa Territorial Park, within the traditional territories of 
Carcross Tagish First Nation, Kwanlin Dün First Nation, and 
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, 

o Dàadzàii Vàn [dahd-zah-ee vahn] Territorial Park, within the 
traditional territory of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and the 
Tetlit Gwitch’in primary use area,  

o Asi Keyi [Ah-see kay-ee] Territorial Park, within the traditional 
territories of Kluane First Nation and White River First Nation, 

o Agay Mene [A-guy meh-neh] Territorial Park, within the traditional 
territories of Carcross Tagish First Nation and the Teslin Tlingit 
Council, 

o Pickhandle Lakes Habitat Protection Area, within the traditional 
territories of Kluane First Nation and White River First Nation, and 

o Tagish River Habitat Protection Area, within the traditional 
territories of Carcross Tagish First Nation.  

• Protected areas are critical to the conservation of the Yukon’s 
landscapes and biodiversity.  

• They tell the story of our past, and they are important to the sustainable 
health and biodiversity of our future. 

• They are also a testament to our commitment and dedication to 
managing this land together. 

0213





  Ref. #23, 80, 82 

CONFIDENTIAL                 #9 
Narrative Fall 2022 
Water Resources Environment 
 

Prepared for Minister Clarke 
Department of Environment 

Date prepared: September 12, 2022 
Last Updated: September 29, 2022 

Page 1 of 6 
 

Introduction 

• Clean water is essential for a healthy environment and healthy people.  

• The Government of Yukon is committed to strengthening our 
understanding of water resources to protect our waters and manage it 
responsibly and sustainably for current and future generations. 

• The Government of Yukon’s Water Resources Branch works together 
with federal, territorial and provincial governments, Yukon First 
Nations, transboundary Indigenous governments and groups, 
communities and other partners to ensure:  

o we can monitor and adapt to the impacts of climate change, 
which are already affecting our territory;  

o we know about and can prepare for flooding events to protect 
Yukoner’s homes and livelihoods;  

o we know the health of our groundwater resources, which are 
depended upon by ecosystems and for drinking water;  

o our regulatory processes and guidance for industry are informed 
by robust science and water expertise; and 

o we can protect sensitive ecosystems connected to our 
waterways and maintain a healthy environment for the people 
and wildlife that depend on them. 

Water monitoring programs 

• Long-term water monitoring is essential to understand and make 
informed decisions about our water resources. 
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• We maintain five long-term water monitoring networks to collect data 
and information on flood potential, water availability, climate change 
impacts and changes in water quality above and below ground.  

• Our monitoring networks are supported by partnerships with 
Environment and Climate Change Canada, and agreements with First 
Nations governments who support regional data collection and local 
stewardship, and understanding and connection to our water 
resources.  

• Together we operate:  

o 92 hydrometric stations; 

o 65 groundwater stations; 

o 57 snow survey stations;  

o 15 water quality stations; and  

o 8 meteorological stations.  

Adapting to climate change impacts on water  

• Our water monitoring efforts help us understand how climate change 
is impacting each stage of the water cycle. Climate change is altering 
precipitation, evaporation, surface water flows, snowpack and 
groundwater flow and recharge.  

• The government's Our Clean Future climate strategy recognizes that 
the impacts of climate change are here now. One of our four key goals 
is to ensure the Yukon is highly resilient to the impacts of climate 
change by 2030.  
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• We are improving our monitoring networks and tools to better 
understand the impacts of climate change and focusing on flood 
mapping to build climate resiliency. 

Understanding and responding to floods 

• The Yukon has experienced significant flooding events in recent years. 
We know the risk and likelihood of flooding is shifting due to changing 
temperatures, precipitation and extreme weather events.  

• We want Yukoners to know we take flooding risks seriously. We 
recently completed a climate risk and resilience assessment for the 
Yukon that identifies gaps and recommendations to build resilience to 
flooding in the territory (See BN #23). 

• Through our monitoring networks, we are already measuring the 
quantity of our surface water, including our water levels and flows and 
measuring precipitation and snowpack to understand flood risks.  

• Under Our Clean Future, we are taking steps to improve our resilience 
to flooding and inform our emergency preparedness and response by:  

o Developing flood maps for flood-prone communities;  

o Expanding our monitoring networks and improving our 
monitoring tools to generate reliable flood forecasts; and  

o Analyzing flood risks along our critical transportation corridors.  

• Additionally, to respond to flood risks from groundwater we’ve seen in 
recent years, we continue to monitor groundwater wells across the 
territory and have bolstered our well system, including six new 
monitoring wells installed at Army Beach in February 2022 to 
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understand how groundwater levels are affected by high water 
events in Marsh lake (See BN #80).   

Knowing the health of our groundwater  

• While we protect against flooding, we also take seriously our 
responsibility to understand and protect the health of our 
groundwater. 97 per cent of the Yukon’s drinking water comes from 
groundwater.  

• Groundwater can be impacted by our changing climate, flooding and 
other human impacts on our waters, including industry and 
development.  

• To better understand our groundwater resources, we monitor 
groundwater at 65 wells across the territory. 

• Monitoring and understanding groundwater helps us make informed 
decisions to protect our drinking water from contamination and ensure 
we use it sustainably for generations to come.  

• To improve stewardship of groundwater, we are working with First 
Nations and municipal governments to map aquifers that underly 
several Yukon communities.  

Protecting our waters 

• We know industry and development has an impact on our land and 
waters.  

• We use our expertise in water science to provide guidance to industry 
to help protect our water resources against human impacts.  
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• We released guidelines for adaptive management plans for water 
components of quartz mining projects in 2021. They support industry 
to minimize impacts on Yukon's freshwater.  

• In 2021 we also released the Yukon Guide for Developing Water 
Quality Objectives and Effluent Standards for Quartz Mining Projects. 

• Through a formalized approach, this guide will enhance water 
management decision-making and support the sustainable use of 
water, now and into the future. 

• For the first time, we applied this guidance to develop water quality 
objectives for the South McQuesten River watershed. These 
underwent stakeholder engagement in September 2022 (See BN 
#82).  

Water Partnerships and Agreements 

• Water does not respect human-made boundaries. To manage and 
protect our water resources effectively, we must work together and 
solidify partnerships across borders. 

• We partner with the federal, territorial and provincial governments, 
Yukon First Nations, transboundary Indigenous governments and 
groups and municipal governments to responsibly manage our water 
resources, including by:  
o Developing agreements to manage the Peel, Mackenzie Delta and 

Liard sub-basins; 
o Working with Yukon First Nations on local water projects and 

water monitoring activities; and  
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o Understanding the importance of Yukon First Nations and
Indigenous peoples’ relationship with water in the territory as part
of our reconciliation efforts.

• All Yukoners play a role in the responsible stewardship of our air, water
and land. Thank you to all government, industry partners and
environmental groups who are working with us to strengthen our
collective understanding of our water resources, and how to protect
and conserve them and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Conclusion 

• Yukoners deserve to know that water data and expertise are the
foundation supporting our efforts to protect against flooding, to
regulate projects that impact our waters, and to develop a clear
picture of the health of our waters in light of climate change.

• The Government of Yukon prioritizes the protection, responsible
management and long-term sustainability of water resources because
water is essential to all life and is deeply valued by so many Yukoners.

• We are and will continue to work together across our territory and
beyond our borders to ensure the water we share is sustained for
current and future generations.

Approved by: 

2022-10-03 
C. Shehnaz Ali Date approved 
a/Deputy Minister of Environment
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