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Issue: 

• The purpose of the note is to review the following topics that were 
discussed with Minister Clarke on Thursday, March 2: 

1. Adding campsites to existing campgrounds 
2. Campground expansions and improvements 
3. Campground reservation system pilot  

1. Adding Campsites to Existing Campgrounds 

Plans for 2023: 

• Yukon Parks is planning to add 18 to 23 camping sites in three 
territorial campgrounds in 2023. These include: 

o Wolf Creek - Four new walk-in tenting sites. Anticipated to 
open July 2023. 

o Congdon Creek - 10 to 15 sites.  Anticipated to open summer 
2023. 

o Ethel Lake - Four new campsites. Work will occur in the fall so 
that the campground can remain open during the summer. 
Anticipated to open fall 2023. 

First Nations engagement: 

• Wolf Creek - Parks will be meeting with Ta'an Kwach'an Council and 
Kwanlin Dün First Nation again shortly, and will inform about Wolf 
Creek additional walk-in sites. 

• Ethel Lake - Yukon Parks has informed Na-Cho Nyäk Dun First 
Nation of the planned work at Ethel Lake and invited their input. The 
concept/design has been submitted to YESAB for evaluation.  
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• Four existing campgrounds and one Land Reserve have been 
identified as candidates for significant expansions to become bigger 
better campgrounds: 

1. Tatchun Lake 
2. Million Dollar Falls 
3. Lake Laberge  
4. Twin Lakes 
5. Scout Lake (Land Reserve) 

• The expansion concepts include treating these more as full parks and 
not just campgrounds, including a focus on First Nation collaborative 
management and cultural continuity. 

First Nations engagement: 

•  
 

. As discussed at the November 2022 
DM briefing, Parks is now looking at existing campgrounds where 
there are possibilities to add a significant number of new camping 
sites, and/or expand campground boundary if possible.  

• In January 2023, Yukon Parks met with Little Salmon Carmacks First 
Nation, Kwanlin Dün First Nation and Champagne and Aishihik First 
Nations to discuss the possibility of developing a new campground 
and/or expanding existing campgrounds in their Traditional Territory.  

• A total of five sites were discussed, including: 
o Two in Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation Traditional 

Territory - Twin Lake and Tatchun Lake,  
o Two in Kwanlin Dün First Nation Traditional Territory - Lake 

Laberge area and Scout Lake, and  
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Next Steps: 
• April 2023: Feasibility studies and conceptual designs for up to all 

five potential sites completed  
• Spring - Fall 2023: Engagement with First Nations, present 

conceptual designs and collaboration on cultural connection and 
continuity.  

• Fall 2023 – Winter 2024: Environmental and cultural assessment(s) 
• Winter 2024: Final plan(s) developed 
• Spring - Summer 2024: Tender for campground construction 
• Fall 2024 – 2025: Construction  
• Spring 2026: Anticipated project implementation 

 

3. Campground reservation system pilot 

Status update: 

• As a commitment in the Yukon Parks Strategy, a two-year pilot 
campground reservation system is planned for summer 2024 and 
2025. 

• A reservation system will help provide certainty for campers seeking 
a campsite and will streamline operations by reducing cash 
transactions and automating data gathering. 

• The tendering process for the software is in its final stages, with the 
expectation that the contract will be in place for April 1, 2023.  

Next Steps: 

• April 2023 – January 2024: Develop an operational plan addressing 
staffing, job descriptions, training, infrastructure, communications, 
finance, enforcement, etc. 
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